
INSIDE

BIG SKY. . . . . . . . . . . . A3

NATION . . . . . . . . . . . A4

WORLD. . . . . . . . . . . . A9

OPINION . . . . . . . . . .  A6

DEATHS  . . . . . . . . . . . A7

POLICE REPORTS. . A7

REGION  . . . . . . . . . . . A7

SPORTS  . . . . . . . . . . .  B1

CLASSIFIEDS  . . . . . .  C1

TV LISTINGS. . . . . . .  C8

COMICS  . . . . . . . . . . C1063 49Partly sunny, breezy

PAGE A10

HIGH     LOWTODAY’S WEATHER

Wednesday, December ,   |  Dailychronicle.com .

By LIZ WEBER

Chronicle Staff Writer

The Montana State Univer-
sity Alumni Foundation has 
taken early steps to under-
stand what a possible divest-
ment from fossil fuels could 
look like following a student-
led effort.

A working group of alumni 
foundation, student and uni-
versity representatives formed 
in October to understand 
where the foundation’s invest-
ments stand, explore a move 
toward environmentally and 
socially conscious companies 
and ultimately make recom-
mendations to the board.

The group’s first meeting 
was in mid-November, when 
members set a timeline for the 
work ahead of them, said At-
ticus Cummings, a senator in 
the student government and a 
member of the working group.

Members include represen-
tatives from the Associated 
Students of Montana State 
University, two MSU repre-
sentatives, including the vice 
president for administration 
and finance, and two Alumni 

Foundation members.
Chris Murray, president of 

the MSU Alumni Foundation, 
chairs the working group.

The Alumni Foundation, 
a legally separate orga-
nization from MSU, 
manages the roughly 
$225 million endow-
ment for the university. 
An outside consultant, 
Wilshire, manages the endow-
ment with oversight from the 
investment committee.

Instead of picking individ-

ual stocks, Wilshire recom-
mends investment managers 
to the Alumni Foundation, 
Murray said.

While the divestment fo-
cus group is meeting, the 

foundation has agreed 
to pause working with 
any new managers who 

might be investing in 
the three areas of concern 

— fossil fuels, private prisons 
and tobacco companies, Mur-
ray said.

The Alumni Foundation 

has also tasked Wilshire with 
conducting a review of its 
portfolio to determine the 
extent of investment in those 
three areas. Murray said he 
anticipates the foundation 
doesn’t have many invest-
ments in private prisons or 
tobacco companies.

“It’s the energy one that is 
going to be the one we have to 
wrestle with,” he said.

The working group plans 
to meet again in January and 
February with a tentative 
meeting scheduled for March, 
if needed. The meetings are 
not open to the public. Mem-
bers plan to bring recom-
mendations to the Alumni 
Foundation’s board meeting 
in May.

“My hope is we will end up 
with a series of options, but 
we’re so early. We’ve had one 
meeting and we have so much 
work to do,” Murray said.

Part of the process over the 
next few months will include 
looking at how other univer-
sities have divested endow-
ments from fossil fuels and 
what models there could be 
for MSU, Cummings said.

By HELENA DORE

Chronicle Staff Writer

A malfunction at Hebgen Dam 
caused flows in the upper Madison 
River to drop suddenly and dramati-
cally in the wee hours of Tuesday 
morning, leaving parts of the river 
dry and prompting state officials to 
order a full fishing closure for the 
upper river.

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
announced the closure between En-
nis Lake and Hebgen Dam around 
6 p.m. Tuesday, saying it would 
remain in place until the issue at the 
dam is resolved and flows are fully 
restored. NorthWestern Energy, 
which controls the dam, is working 
to fix it.

The release said the impacts to the 
fishery are still unclear, and that staff 
and volunteers would be on the river 
Wednesday to move stranded fish 
back into the main river channel.

Data from a U.S. Geological 
Survey gauge below Hebgen Dam 
indicated that at some point between 
1 a.m. and 2 a.m. on Tuesday, flows 
below the reservoir dropped signifi-
cantly. Flows at the gauge below the 
dam hovered at around 650 cubic 
feet per second just before the unex-
pected dip, according to USGS. After 
the dip, it settled at just under 200 
cubic feet per second.

By The Associated Press

After a slow start, the 
United States has improved its 
surveillance system for tracking 
new coronavirus variants such 
as omicron, boosting its capacity 
by tens of thousands of samples 
per week since early this year.

Viruses mutate constantly. 
To find and track new versions 
of the coronavirus, scientists 
analyze the genetic makeup of 
a portion of samples that test 
positive. 

They’re looking at the 
chemical letters of the virus’s 
genetic code to find new 
worrisome mutants, such as 
omicron, and to follow the 
spread of known variants, such 
as delta.

It’s a global effort, but 
until recently the U.S. was 
contributing very little. With 
uncoordinated and scattershot 
testing, the U.S. was sequencing 
fewer than 1% of positive 
specimens earlier this year. Now, 
it is running those tests on 5% 
to 10% of samples. That’s more 
in line with what other nations 
have sequenced and shared with 
global disease trackers over the 
course of the pandemic.

“Genomic surveillance is 
strong,” said Kelly Wroblewski, 
director of infectious diseases 
at the Association of Public 

Health Laboratories.
Contributing to the effort 

are nearly 70 state and local 
public health labs, which are 
sequencing 15,000 to 20,000 
specimens each week. Other 
labs, including those run by the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention and its contractors, 
bring the total to 40,000 to 
80,000 weekly.

Nine months ago, about 
12,000 samples each week were 
being analyzed in this way.

“We’re in a much, much better 
place than a year ago or even six 
or nine months ago,” said Kenny 
Beckman of the University of 
Minnesota, who credited federal 
dollars distributed to public and 
private labs. 

U.S. tracking of coronavirus variants has improved after slow start
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James Robson, a biomedical engineering graduate student, holds a swab 

and specimen vial in the new COVID-19 on-campus testing lab July 23, 

2020, at Boston University.More TRACKING  I A10
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Omicron may have reached 

Europe earlier than thought 
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GLOW UP

RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

Fire Chief Josh Waldo helps guide the “legs” of the holiday spider decorations, out of their storage boxes and into the sky, where they were 

being hung over the intersection of West Main Street and North Tracy Avenue on Tuesday. Waldo has been helping hang these decorations 

for the past 14 years, carrying on a fire department tradition that dates back to 1964. The fire department spends days before the hanging 

testing all the lightbulbs and making sure everything is in working order.

MSU Alumni Foundation exploring divestment options
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Montana Hall is pictured on Monday.
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Upper 
Madison 
closed
■ Malfunction at 
Hebgen Dam led 
to streamflow drop

PROVIDED BY JOE MOORE

The Upper Madison River sees a 

sudden drop in streamflows below 

Hebgen Dam in the early morning 

hours on Tuesday. 
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