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ROME (AP) — Italy started 
stirring Monday, with millions 
of people allowed to return 
to work as Europe’s longest 
coronavirus lockdown started 
easing, while the U.S. took halt-
ing steps to lift some restric-
tions even as tens of thousands 
of new cases were reported 
every day.

In Washington, the Senate 
convened for the first time since 
March, while dozens of people 
in Florida waited before sunrise 
for the 7 a.m. opening of Clear-
water Beach. A shuttered pork 
processing plant in South Da-
kota took its first steps toward 
reopening after more than 800 
employees were infected with 
coronavirus.

Louisiana lawmakers were 
also restarting their legislature 
— even as they feuded over 
whether they should return at 
all.

Political battles have become 
increasingly embedded in U.S. 
coronavirus policy. In Louisiana, 
Republican legislators irritated 
by Democratic Gov. John Bel 
Edwards’ decision to extend 
the state’s stay-at-home order 

through May 15 were eager to 
return to work. 

But Democrats saw 
things differently: “It 
could be a devastat-
ing blow to the strides 
made and to the safety 
of our residents, our 
staff and members if 
we returned to busi-
ness as usual prema-
turely,” Democratic leaders 

wrote in a letter. 
The moves to open 

U.S. states came even 
as the country’s one-
day death toll stood at 
1,313 on Sunday with 
more than 25,500 con-
firmed new infections, 
according the most 
recent Johns Hopkins 
University count. The 

real numbers are likely signifi-

cantly higher.
Governments around the 

world have reported 3.5 mil-
lion infections and more than 
253,000 deaths, including more 
than 68,000 dead in the United 
States, according to a count by 
Johns Hopkins University. De-
liberately concealed outbreaks, 
low testing rates and the severe 
strain the disease has placed on 
health care systems mean the 
true scale of the pandemic is 
undoubtedly much greater.

With pressure growing in 
many countries for more mea-
sures to restart the economy, 
politicians also were trying to 
boost funding for research into 
a vaccine for COVID-19. There 
are hopes one could be available 
in months, but many scientists 
warn it could take much longer.

Developing a vaccine will be 
the key to returning to less re-
stricted everyday life. On Mon-
day, an alliance of world leaders  
hosted by the European Union 
held a virtual summit on vaccine 
research, pledging to give 7.4 bil-
lion euros ($8 billion).

By PERRIN STEIN

Chronicle Staff Writer

M
ountains 
Walking 
opened its 

dining area on Monday 
for the first time in 
nearly two months.

Customers can now sit inside 
the old warehouse on Plum 
Avenue and enjoy beer and a 
meal.

The opening has come with 
some changes. Employees are 
wearing face masks, there are 
additional cleaning protocols 
and a few tables and booths are 
closed to ensure customers stay 
6 feet away from each other.

“The most important thing is 
for our community and staff to 
stay safe,” said manager Sarah 
MacDonald. “We decided to 
reopen just a couple of days 
ago because we didn’t want to 
reopen if there was a spike in 
cases.”

Monday was the first day 
bars, breweries, casinos, dis-
tilleries and restaurants could 
reopen in Montana as long as 
they complied with state and 
local protocols like those imple-
mented at Mountains Walking.

Gallatin County has gone 

more than a week without an 
active case of COVID-19. The 
county has had 145 recover-
ies and one death from the 
disease. On Monday, the state 
reported 457 cases — two 
more than the previous day. Of 
those, 404 residents had recov-

ered, six were hospitalized and 
16 had died.

Monday’s reopening was part 
of a gradual loosening of the 
statewide restrictions that were 
meant to curb the spread of 
COVID-19. Churches can re-
sume in-person services, retails 
stores have been able to reopen 
and people can now gather in 
groups of up to 10.

Foxtrot, Tanglewood and 
Sidewinders, three restaurants 
in Ferguson Farm, a develop-
ment in west Bozeman, were 
among those that reopened 
Monday.

The restaurants are owned 
by the same company. Brit-
tany Murphy, front of house 
manager at Tanglewood, said 
staff at all three were directed to 
rearrange tables in the restau-
rants to facilitate social distanc-
ing. They also are wearing face 
masks and cleaning surfaces 
more thoroughly. Guests on 
waitlists are encouraged to sit in 
their cars until a table is avail-
able instead of standing in the 
restaurants.

By GAIL SCHONTZLER

Chronicle Staff Writer

This week’s online graduation 
ceremonies for more than 2,200 
Montana State University students 
will be like nothing ever held 
before, thanks to the coronavirus 
pandemic, and professors and 
campus leaders are striving to 
make the virtual events fun and 
meaningful.

“We’re going to focus on the 
joy of sending these 
incredible students 
into the world,” 
said Ilse-Mari 
Lee, dean of the 
Honors College. 
“It’s an opportunity to 
tell students, our eyes are on you, 
we’re so proud.”

“This is the moment we’ve al-
ways been preparing our students 
for,” said Royce Smith, dean of the 
College of Arts and Architecture. 
“When life throws you a curve 
ball, what are you going to do?” 
They should, he said, “be creative 
and stick to your passions, and 
figure out how to do it anyway.”

Each college will hold an online 
ceremony at a particular time that 
students and families can stream 
as a Facebook Live event, said 
Tracy Ellig, an MSU spokesman. 
That will allow faculty and stu-
dents to interact with each other 
in real time.

Italy eases lockdown, U.S. haltingly lifts some restrictions

AP

Beachgoers sunbathe near a beach rules sign after Clearwater Beach 

officially reopened to the public Monday in Florida. 

By NICK EHLI

Chronicle Staff Writer

Larry Moore, one of Gallatin 
County’s most notorious murderers 
in recent memory, has been granted 
parole.

Moore, 73, was paroled Thurs-
day, state corrections officials 
confirmed, after serving 28 years of 
a 60-year sentence for the murder 
of Brad Brisbin, a county sheriff ’s 
deputy whose body Moore hid in 
a West Yellowstone gravel pit until 
years after his conviction in 1992.

Although the Montana Board of 
Pardons and Parole voted unani-
mously to grant Moore’s request 
during a virtual hearing, an exact 
date for his release hasn’t been 
scheduled, Annette Carter, the 
parole board chair, said Monday.

Moore must first submit a plan 
for his release, including where he 
will live and work, Carter said. Cor-
rections officials will then consider 
that plan before setting a date for 
Moore’s release. Carter said that 
typically takes 30 to 45 days. 
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MSU aims to 
make virtual 
graduation 
fun, moving

Infamous murderer 
Moore wins parole

CHRONICLE FILE

Larry Moore is seen in court in this 

undated file photo.
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Trying to stay safe

With rollback of restrictions, Bozeman bars and restaurants reopen

PHOTOS BY RYAN BERRY/CHRONICLE

TOP: Skylar Bonnette drops off two pizzas at a table while working Friday 

at Mountains Walking in Bozeman. Due to social distancing guidelines, 

restaurants around the state have had to alter their seating arrangements 

and add additional cleaning measures. Manager Sarah MacDonald said 

Mountains Walking can only seat about 30 percent of its typical capacity. 

ABOVE: Michelle Lokker, left, and Ellie Warga pour beers.
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