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WASHINGTON (AP) — On 
this, even President Donald 
Trump’s most fevered critics agree: 
He has left a deep imprint on the 
federal courts that will outlast his 
one term in office for decades to 
come.

He used the promise of conser-
vative judicial appointments to 
win over Republican skeptics as a 
candidate. Then as president, he 
relied on outside conservative legal 
organizations and Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell to em-
ploy an assembly line-like precision 
to install more than 230 judges on 
the federal bench, including the 
three new-
est justices of 
the Supreme 
Court. Trump 
never tired of 
boasting about 
it.

Indeed, 
undeterred by 
Democratic 
criticism, the 
Senate was still 
confirming 
judges more 
than a month 
after Trump 
lost his reelec-
tion bid to Joe 
Biden.

“Trump has 
basically done 
more than 
any president 
has done in 
a single term 
since (Presi-
dent Jimmy) 
Carter to put 
his stamp on 
the judiciary,” 
said Jonathan 
Adler, a law 
professor at Case Western Re-
serve University School of Law in 
Cleveland. Congress created about 
150 new judgeships during Carter’s 
presidency, he said.

The impact will be enduring. 
Among the Trump-appointed 
judges, who hold lifetime positions, 
several are still in their 30s. The 
three Supreme Court picks could 
still be on the court at the 21st cen-
tury’s midpoint, 30 years from now.

Beyond the Supreme Court, 30% 
of the judges on the nation’s court 
of appeals, where all but a handful 
of cases reach their end, were ap-
pointed by Trump.

But numbers don’t tell the 
entire story. The real measure of 
what Trump has been able to do 
will be revealed in countless court 
decisions in the years to come on 
abortion, guns, religious rights 
and a host of other culture wars 
issues.

When it came to the president’s 
own legal challenges of the election 
results, however, judges who have 
him to thank for their position 
rebuffed his claims. But in many 
other important ways, his success 
with judicial appointments already 
is paying dividends for conserva-
tives.

When the Supreme Court 
blocked New York from enforc-
ing certain limits on attendance at 
churches and synagogues in areas 
designated as hard hit by COV-
ID-19, Justice Amy Coney Barrett, 
the newest member of the court, 
cast the decisive fifth vote.

2020 YEAR IN REVIEW

Walking in the darkness
Living through the year of COVID

RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

Assistant Funeral Direcctor Ada Wells demonstrates how she would set up for a funeral service in light of the coronavirus pandemic on Dec. 

22, 2020, at Dahl Funeral and Cremation Services. While the pandemic continues to restrict in-person gatherings, Dahl has responded by 

beefing up their live-streaming services and downsizing the number of people allowed in the facility from 200 to 25.

I
rene Dahl has a favorite motto: 
“Whatever the family needs.”

She is the funeral director at Dahl 

Funeral and Cremation Service. She 

always wants to accommodate those 

grieving as best she can.

This year, it’s been difficult.

Some families have held ceremo-

nies with smaller numbers and social 

distancing. Some have broadcasted 

funerals electronically. Others have 

postponed services. But for how long? 

It’s already been nine months since the 

pandemic hit the United States.

The coronavirus has stolen from peo-

ple. Memories. Gatherings. Lives. Dahl 

has seen it firsthand. It’s heartbreaking.

“I’d be lying to you if I told you they 

weren’t struggling with it. It’s been really 

hard,” Dahl said. “To not be able to give 

them a hug, ... it’s a struggle.” 

As the calendar flips to 2021, there’s hope, 
with vaccines on the way. But this has been a 
challenging year. Everyone’s been forced to ad-
just. For some, it’s small — like wearing a mask 
while grocery shopping. For others, it’s big — 
like not being able to hug loved ones during 
life’s most precious moments.

Dahl takes solace in knowing how her 
coworkers have adapted. They’ve had to. That’s 
what COVID-19 has taught them.

At first, Dahl and the staff were scared. When 
handling bodies, they didn’t know if the virus 
could spread from the deceased.
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From left, Irene Dahl, Cheyloe Forbes, Charlie Fisher and Ada Wells.
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Indeed, 2020 was a year unlike 
any other.

While the coronavirus and its 
impacts dominated the front page 
most days this year, it’s hard to imag-
ine other things happened too.

But they did. An election, wild-
fires, racial justice protests, skyrock-
eting real estate prices. And so much 
more.

Here are some of the biggest 
non-coronavirus stories from the 
Bozeman area in 2020.

1. THE BRIDGER FOOTHILLS 

FIRE BURNS 8,000 ACRES, 

30 HOUSES

Bozeman watched as a wisp 

of smoke near the “M” grew into 
a raging wildfire in the Bridger 
Canyon this September.

The Bridger Foothills fire 
started in the afternoon Sept. 4 
on the west side of the Bridgers. 
Officials believe it was caused by 
a holdover lightning strike.

Despite water and retardant 
drops, firefighters couldn’t keep 
the flames from moving upward. 
They reached the ridgeline by 
the evening and descended the 
eastern side of the range that 
night. 

On Sept. 5, high winds blew 
the fire to 7,000 acres. The 
inferno raced north, releasing an 
enormous plume of smoke.

T H E  B O Z E M A N  A R E A ’ S  T O P  1 0 

N O N  C O R O N A V I R U S  S T O R I E S  O F  2 0 2 0
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Trump made 
lasting impact 
on Fed courts
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“Trump has 
basically done 
more than 
any president 
has done 
in a single 
term since 
(President 
Jimmy) Carter 
to put his 
stamp on the 
judiciary.”

— Jonathan 

Adler, law 
professor
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