
WASHINGTON (AP) — 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
unveiled a more than $3 tril-
lion coronavirus aid package 
Tuesday, a sweeping effort 
with $1 trillion for states 
and cities, “hazard pay” for 
essential workers and a new 
round of cash payments to 
individuals.

The House is expected to 
vote on the package  as soon 
as Friday. But Senate Major-
ity Leader Mitch 
McConnell has said 
there is no “urgency.” 
The Senate will wait 
until after Memo-
rial Day to consider 
options.

“We must think big, for the 
people, now,” Pelosi said from 
the speaker’s office at the 
Capitol. 

“Not acting is the most 
expensive course,” she said.

Lines drawn, the latest 
pandemic response from 
Congress will test the House 
and Senate — and President 
Donald Trump — as Washing-
ton navigates the extraordi-
nary crisis with the nation’s 
health and economic security  

at stake.
The Democrats’ Heroes Act 

is built around nearly $1 tril-
lion for states, cities and tribal 
governments to avert layoffs, 
focused chiefly on $375 bil-
lion for smaller suburban and 
rural municipalities largely 
left out of earlier bills. 

The bill will offer a fresh 
round of $1,200 direct cash 
aid to individuals, increased 
to up to $6,000 per house-

hold, and launches a 
$175 billion housing 
assistance fund to 
help pay rents and 
mortgages. There is 
$75 billion more for 
virus testing.

It would continue, through 
January, the $600-per-week 
boost to unemployment 
benefits. It adds a 15% in-
crease for food stamps, new 
subsidies for laid-off workers 
to pay health insurance pre-
miums under a COBRA law 
and a special “Obamacare” 
sign-up period. For business-
es, it provides an employee 
retention tax credit.
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WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. government’s top infectious dis-
ease expert issued a blunt warning 
Tuesday that cities and states could 
“turn back the clock” and see more 
COVID-19 deaths and economic 
damage alike if they lift coronavirus 
stay-at-home orders too fast -- a 
sharp contrast as President Donald 
Trump pushes to right a free-falling 
economy.

“There is a real risk that you will 
trigger an outbreak that you may 
not be able to control,” Dr. Anthony 
Fauci warned a Senate committee 
and the nation as more than two 
dozen states have begun to lift their 
lockdowns as a first step toward eco-
nomic recovery.

The advice from Fauci and other 
key government officials — de-
livered by dramatic, sometimes 
awkward teleconference — was at 
odds with a president who urges on 
protests of state-ordered restraints 
and insists that “day after day, we’re 
making tremendous strides.” 

Trump, whose reelection depends 
to a substantial degree on the econo-
my, talks up his administration’s 
record with the virus daily.

Underscoring the seriousness 
of the pandemic that has reached 
Congress and the White House, 
Fauci and other experts testified 

from their homes. Committee 
Chairman Lamar Alexander chaired 
the hearing from the study in his 
cabin in Tennessee, although several 
committee members attended in 
person in an eerily empty Capitol 
Hill chamber, masked and sitting 6 
feet apart.

The tension in balancing people’s 
safety from the virus, which is 

still surprising doctors with the 
sneaky ways it can kill, against the 
severe economic fallout is play-
ing out in many other countries, 
too. Italy partially lifted lockdown 
restrictions last week only to see a 
big jump in confirmed COVID-19 
infections in its hardest-hit region. 

By SHAYLEE RAGAR

Chronicle Staff Writer

The Gallatin Valley YMCA started offer-
ing free child care for front-line workers in 
March. There are now 11 children on the 
waitlist for that service.

The Commons is donating its space 
for the program for K-8 kids, but it’s still 
an expensive endeavor for the nonprofit, 
YMCA CEO Andrea Stevenson said. And 
now businesses are reopening and more 
people are going back to 
work, but schools are stay-
ing closed.

“As time has gone on, 
demand has definitely in-
creased,” Stevenson said.

The YMCA’s normal 
summer programming for 
kids will begin June 15, but 
the free child care program might not last 
that long. The service might end by the 
end of May.

“Unless we get some funding, we can’t 
keep running this program,” Stevenson 
said.

Montana’s senators signaled Tuesday that 
they would push to secure more federal 
money for child care as Congress consid-
ers approving additional aid for impacts 
related to the COVID-19 pandemic in the 
coming weeks. In a joint news release, Re-
publican Sen. Steve Daines and Democrat-
ic Sen. Jon Tester announced they signed a 
bipartisan letter with 21 other senators to 
send to Senate leadership urging additional 
support.

“Even before COVID-19, one of the 
most common concerns we heard from 
parents, especially in rural areas, was the 
struggle to find child care,” the letter says. 
“The COVID-19 pandemic is worsening 
this situation and has led to a significant 
reduction in revenue for child care provid-
ers because many parents are now staying 
home with their children.”

COMBATING COVID-19

AP

Senators listen as Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute of Allergy 

and Infectious Diseases, speaks remotely during a virtual Senate Committee for 

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions hearing Tuesday.

Fauci: More death if U.S. reopens too fast
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support for more aid

Getting into 
hot water

Woman falls into thermal feature 
after illegally entering YNP

By PERRIN STEIN

Chronicle Staff Writer

A woman illegally entered 
Yellowstone National Park 
on Tuesday morning and fell 
into a thermal feature at Old 
Faithful, according to park 
spokesperson Linda Veress.

She suffered burns and 
was airlifted to Eastern Idaho 
Regional Medical Center in 
Idaho Falls for treatment.

The woman, who Veress 
declined to identify, fell into 
a thermal feature while back-
ing up and taking photos.

Veress said she didn’t know 
which thermal feature the 
woman fell into.

After falling, the woman 
drove north through the park 
and was stopped by park 
rangers about one mile south 
of Mammoth Hot Springs.

The park is investigating 
the incident.

Veress declined to provide 
additional information.

Yellowstone National Park 
has been closed to visitors 
because of the COVID-19 
pandemic since March 24 
and a reopening date has yet 
to be announced.

In January, two men were 

sentenced for violation of 
thermal trespass in fed-
eral court for walking onto 
the Old Faithful geyser in 
September. Eric Schefflin, of 
Lakewood, Colorado, and 
Ryan Goetz of Woodstock, 
New York, were sentenced 
to 10 days in jail and banned 
from the park for five years. 
They were also fined $540 
and required to serve five 
years of unsupervised proba-
tion.

In late September, a man 
was severely burned after he 
fell into thermal water near 
Old Faithful geyser. Cade Ed-
mond Siemers, a U.S. citizen 
who lives in India, tripped 
into the hot spring while on a 
late-night walk.

Siemers’ fall was the first 
serious injury in a Yel-
lowstone thermal area in a 
couple of years.

A man fell into a hot 
spring in the Lower Geyser 
Basin in June 2017. The 
previous year, a man died 
after falling into a hot spring 
in Norris Geyser Basin. In 
August 2000, one person 
died and two were burned 
in a hot spring in the Lower 
Geyser Basin.
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Tourists visit Old Faithful on June 13, 
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