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SACRAMENTO, Calif. 
(AP) — With the smell of 
California wildfires in the air, 
President Donald Trump on 
Monday ignored the scientific 
consensus that climate change 
is playing a central role in 
historic West Coast infernos 
and renewed his unfounded 
claim that failure to rake 
forest floors and clear dead 
timber is mostly to blame.

The fires are threatening 
to become another front in 
Trump’s reelection bid, which 
is already facing hurdles 
because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, joblessness and 
social unrest. His Democratic 
challenger, Joe Biden, in his 
own speech on Monday said 

the destruction and mounting 
death toll across California, 
Oregon and Washington 
require stronger presidential 
leadership and 
labeled Trump a 
“climate arsonist.”

Trump traveled to 
Northern California 
to be briefed by 
Democratic Gov. 
Gavin Newsom 
and other state and 
federal officials. 
At one point, state 
Natural Resources Agency 
Secretary Wade Crowfoot 
urged the president to 
“recognize the changing 
climate and what it means to 
our forests.”

 “If we ignore that science 
and sort of put our head 
in the sand and think 
it’s all about vegetation 

management, we’re 
not going to succeed 
together protecting 
Californians,” 
Crowfoot added.

Trump responded, 
“It will start getting 
cooler, just you 
watch.”

Crowfoot politely 
pushed back that he 

wished the science agreed 
with the president. Trump 
countered, “I don’t think 
science knows, actually.”

By PERRIN STEIN

Chronicle Staff Writer

B
ELGRADE — 
Vice President 
Mike Pence 

touted the work 
President Donald 
Trump has done over 
the last four years at a 
rally here on Monday 
and portrayed the 
November election 
as a battle between 
Republicans who are 
working to uphold 
Montana values and 
Democrats who back 
destructive liberal 
policies.

Pence spoke at the Big 
Yellow Barn on Springhill 
Road in support of Montana 
Republican candidates Sen. 
Steve Daines, Rep. Greg 
Gianforte and State Auditor 
Matt Rosendale.

Pence highlighted Trump’s 
investment in the military, 
his 2017 tax cuts, his work 
to confirm conservative 
judges and his trade deals 
with China, Mexico and 
Canada.

He said Trump has 
shown leadership during 
the coronavirus pandemic 
by suspending travel to 
China in January, bolstering 
production of medical gear 
and investing in treatment 
and vaccine research.

Going forward, Pence 
said that the Trump 
administration, Daines, 
Gianforte and Rosendale 
would stand by law 
enforcement, support pro-

life policies, 

lower taxes and protect the 
freedoms of speech and 
religion.

“The choice in this 
election is whether America 
remains America,” Pence 
said.

Pence also mentioned 
Trump and Daines’ work 
on the Great American 
Outdoors Act, which 
provides $9.5 billion to 
address the maintenance 
backlog on public lands 
and provides $900 million 
annually for the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund.

Daines is facing a tight 
contest against Democratic 
Gov. Steve Bullock in a race 
that Democrats hope could 
help flip the Senate.

“The future of the United 
States, the future of this 
country runs right 
through Montana 
with this Senate 
race,” Daines said.

By LIZ WEBER

Chronicle Staff Writer

Bozeman School Board trustees 
decided to hold a vote next Monday 
on a possible return to five days of 
in-person learning after hearing from 
parents concerned about the blended 
model.

Many parents expressed frustration 
and concern over the blended model 
of learning during the school board 
meeting Monday as administrators 
presented updates after the first week 
of classes and the rollout of a new 
online learning management system.

The majority of the 15 parent com-
ments during the meeting focused 
on wanting to move to full in-person 
learning, confusion over remote 
learning and a lack of electronic 
devices.

“Kids are excited to be back in 
schools,” said Heather Klein, a parent 
in the district. “Please find a way to 
open the schools to five days a week 
for our students.”

In the district’s blended model, half 
of the students have in-person classes 
Monday and Tuesday. The other half 
attends Thursday and Friday. The 
remaining three days out of the week 
are online learning.

The district launched Canvas, its 
new online learning management 
system (LMS) with the start of school 
last week. Many of the parents’ con-
cerns centered on how effective online 
learning is for students and uncer-
tainty on operating Canvas.

“What are the schools’ expectations 
for kids while at home,” said Michele 
Ross, a District parent. “There are 
kids with no Chromebooks, no way of 
doing the learning and worksheets are 
sent home.”

Casey Bertram, deputy superin-
tendent in charge of curriculum and 
technology, said there were under-
standable growing pains with the new 
system, calling it “a big lift for our 
staff” on a short turnaround time.

The school board approved the 
purchase of Canvas on Aug. 6 and 
teachers had 12 hours of focused 
training on the system, Bertram said.

“Do we have 100% of teachers 
ready to roll? No. Do we have a large 
percentage ready? Yes,” he said.

He said the district was only a 
month into running the system and 
there were still bugs to be worked out 
and problem-solving for teachers.

 A few parents said while they 
might have resources to support their 
kids, not every family had the same 
resources available to them.

President spurns science on climate: ‘Don’t think science knows’

AP

President Donald Trump speaks to reporters as he arrives at Sacramento McClellan 

Airport, in McClellan Park, Calif., on Monday  for a briefing on wildfires. 
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MAKING A PITCH
Vice president stumps for Montana Republicans in Belgrade

PHOTOS BY RYAN BERRY/CHRONICLE

ABOVE: Vice President Mike Pence delivers a speech at a Montana GOP rally Monday at the Big Yellow 

Barn in Belgrade. BELOW: A supporter cheers during Pence’s address.

By PAUL SCHWEDELSON

Chronicle Staff Writer

BELGRADE — One by 

one, cars drove north on 

Springhill Road. They parked 

along the side single file. 

Trucks and motorcycles 

joined them.

Flags with “Trump 2020” 

on them flew from cars. 

Other vehicles sported 

decals that showed support 

for law enforcement. By 

1:50 p.m. Monday, the line 

stretched seven-tenths of a 

mile and rally-goers walked 

to the Big Yellow Barn in 

Belgrade.

That’s where Vice 

President Mike 

Pence spoke 

a little more 

than an hour later in front 

of hundreds at a campaign 

stop to support Republican 

Sen. Steve Daines’ reelection 

bid and other Republican 

candidates running for 

office. Daines was joined by 

Rep. Greg Gianforte, who is 

running for governor, state 

auditor Matt Rosendale, 

running for the state’s lone 

House of Representatives 

seat and other down-ballot 

candidates.

The attendees each 

brought their own reasons 

for attending, but were 

unified as they wore “Keep 

America Great” ball caps 

and cheered throughout 

the afternoon. Unlike other 

recent local rallies, there 

were no protesters.

Big, loud crowd turns out 
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