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By MELISSA LOVERIDGE

Chronicle Staff Writer

Bozeman Mayor Chris Mehl 
resigned Wednesday, a day after 
all four city commissioners asked 
him to step down over allegations 
that he bullied city staff and inter-
fered with city administration.

“It’s been an honor to serve 
Bozeman for more than 10 years, 
and I thank the voters for that re-
peated opportunity,” Mehl said in 
an email announcing his resigna-

tion. “While I was working to be 
a proactive and prepared 
representative under the 
city charter, other com-
missioners do not see it 
that way.”

Mehl’s resignation 
went into effect at 5 p.m. 
Wednesday. Deputy 
Mayor Cyndy Andrus 
was sworn in as mayor at 
Bozeman City Hall im-
mediately afterward.

Andrus previously 
served a two-year tenure as 

mayor, during which Mehl served 
as deputy mayor.

“I really believe that it 
was the right thing for 
the mayor to do,” Andrus 
said shortly after learning 
of Mehl’s resignation. “It 
was a really unfortunate 
situation, but I am ready 
and willing to step up to 
the job at hand.”

Mehl’s resignation 
comes after the release of 
hundreds of documents 

from a freedom of information 

request, which appear to show a 
pattern of bullying and interfer-
ence in city administration. The 
documents also show that former 
city manager Andrea Surratt ac-
cepted another job offer in part 
because of how Mehl treated her.

Also in the hundreds of pages 
of documents is a report alleg-
ing that Mehl “unexpectedly and 
somewhat aggressively” spun a 
chair that interim city manager 
Dennis Taylor was sitting in to 
make Taylor face him.

ESTACADA, Ore. (AP) — Windblown 

wildfires raging across the Pacific Northwest 

destroyed hundreds of homes in Oregon, 

the governor said Wednesday, warning: “This 

could be the greatest loss of human life and 

property due to wildfire in our state’s history.”

Firefighters struggled to contain and douse 

the blazes fanned by 50 mph (80 kph) wind 

gusts and officials in some western Oregon 

communities gave residents “go now” orders 

to evacuate, meaning they had minutes to 

flee their homes.

The destructive blazes were burning in a 

large swath of Washington state and Oregon 

that rarely experiences such intense fire activ-

ity because of the Pacific Northwest’s cool 

and wet climate. 

The fires trapped firefighters and civilians 

behind fire lines in Oregon and leveled an 

entire small town in eastern Washington. 

Oregon Gov. Kate Brown warned that the 

devastation could be overwhelming from the 

fires that exploded Monday during a late-

summer wind storm.

By FREDDY MONARES

Chronicle Staff Writer

Firefighters were flown in 
to camp near the fire’s edge on 
the west side of the Bridger 
Range on Wednesday, and fire 
officials said they are making 
progress on containing the 
Bridger Foothills fire.

Meanwhile, Dan Dallas, in-
cident commander of the fire, 
briefed Gov. Steve Bullock on 
the work done so far. He said 
he feels “pretty good” about 
the fire’s edges and that fire-
fighters would allow “snags” 
inside the fire area to burn out 
because it isn’t worth risking a 
firefighter’s life.

“Its going to still be smoking 
for a while,” Dallas told Bull-
ock. “That’s just going to be 
one of the things 
that happens.”

Wednesday 
marked the sixth 
day of the Bridger 
Foothills Fire that 
erupted Saturday 
and has burned 
more than 7,100 
acres. Firefight-
ers have been 
working to protect 
buildings, search 
the area for any 
remaining embers 
and knock out hay bales, logs 
and structures that are still 
burning.

Dallas said firefighters are 
concentrating on the north-
ern part of the fire and trying 

to stop it from 
spreading farther 
south. He said 
the southern part 
of the fire looks 
“pretty well se-
cured.” The ridge 
prevented the 
blaze from moving 
farther west.

“Everything 
looks pretty good,” 
Dallas said.

He said fire 
officials would 

soon determine how much of 
the fire could be considered 
contained.

“We’ll see quite a bit con-
tained first thing in the morn-
ing,” Dallas said.

Mariah Leuschen-Lonergan, 
fire spokeswoman, said fire-
fighters would start camping 
on the mountain near the fire 
line to give them more time to 
work on digging lines. She said 
they would use trails in the 
higher elevations to help build 
lines.

“Crews have been going in, 
but now they’re getting high 
enough that it’s really a lot 
of time to go back and forth 
everyday,” Leuschen-Lonergan 
said. “They can get a lot more 
done when they go and spike 
in for a couple of days.”

WASHINGTON (AP) — Vice 
President Mike Pence and top offi-
cials from President Donald Trump’s 
campaign are slated to attend a Mon-
tana fundraiser next week hosted by 
a couple who have expressed support 
for the QAnon conspiracy theory, 
according to an event invitation ob-
tained by The Associated Press and a 
review of social media postings. 

The hosts of the fundraiser, Caryn 
and Michael Borland, have shared 
QAnon memes 
and retweeted 
posts from QAnon 
accounts, their 
social media 
activity shows. The 
baseless conspiracy 
theory posits that 
Trump is fight-
ing entrenched 
enemies in the government and also 
involves satanism and child sex traf-
ficking. 

Beyond Pence, the Sept. 14 
fundraiser in Bozeman, Montana, is 
expected to draw influential figures 
in the president’s orbit including 
Kimberly Guilfoyle, a top Trump 
fundraising official who is dating 
Donald Trump Jr., GOP chairwoman 
Ronna McDaniel, Republican Na-
tional Committee finance chairman 
Todd Ricketts and RNC co-chairman 
Tommy Hicks Jr., the event invitation 
shows. 

‘Unprecedented’ Pacific Northwest fires burn 100s of homes

AP

Hollie Jordan surveys her father’s service station that was destroyed on Tuesday in Malden, Wash. 

Mehl

VP to attend 
area event 
hosted by 
supporters
of QAnon
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HELENA (AP) — Vice President 

Mike Pence will host a rally for Mon-

tana Republican candidates in the 

Bozeman area next week, following 

a fundraiser for President Donald 

Trump’s campaign.

Pence is hosting a rally Monday 

in support of U.S. Sen. Steve Daines, 

U.S. Rep. Greg Gianforte and state 

Auditor Matt Rosendale. Daines 

is being challenged by Gov. Steve 

Bullock, Gianforte is facing off 

with Lt. Gov. Mike Cooney in the 

governor’s race while Rosendale 

and Kathleen Williams are vying for 

Montana’s lone U.S. House seat. 

Representatives for Daines’, Gian-

forte’s and Rosendale’s campaigns 

confirmed they planned to attend 

the private Trump fundraiser before 

the rally.

The rally in support of the can-

didates, which is scheduled to be 

held near Belgrade, will be open to 

the public, but the number of peo-

ple permitted to attend is restricted 

due to COVID-19 regulations, ac-

cording to  the event invitation.

Pence to host 
rally for state 
GOP candidates

Mehl resigns amid interference, bullying claims
“While I was working 
to be a proactive 
and prepared 
representative 
under the city 
charter, other 
commissioners do 
not see it that way.”

— Chris Mehl
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Officials: Bridger fire containment to spike

RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

A fire crew digs a line around the fire’s edge on Tuesday on the east side of the Bridgers.

Wednesday 
marked the sixth 
day of the Bridger 
Foothills Fire that 
erupted Saturday 
and has burned 
more than 7,100 

acres. 
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