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NEW YORK (AP) — With 
the coronavirus surging out 
of control, the nation’s top 
public health agency pleaded 
with Americans on Thursday 
not to travel for Thanksgiving 
and not to spend the holiday 
with people from outside their 
household.

It was some of the firmest 
guidance yet from the 
government on curtailing 
traditional gatherings to fight 
the outbreak.

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention issued 
the recommendations just one 
week before Thanksgiving, 
at a time when diagnosed 
infections, hospitalizations and 
deaths are skyrocketing across 
the country. In many areas, 
the health care system is being 
squeezed by a combination 
of sick patients filling up beds 
and medical workers falling ill 
themselves.

The CDC’s Dr. Erin Sauber-
Schatz cited more than 1 

million new cases in the U.S. 
over the past week as the reason 
for the new guidance.

“The safest way to celebrate 
Thanksgiving this year is at 
home with the people in your 

household,” she said.
If families do decide to 

include returning college 
students, military members or 
others for turkey and stuffing, 
the CDC is recommending 

that the hosts take added 
precautions: Gatherings should 
be outdoors if possible, with 
people keeping 6 feet apart and 
wearing masks and just one 
person serving the food.

Whether Americans heed 
the warning is another matter. 
The deadly comeback by the 
virus has been blamed in part 
on pandemic fatigue, or people 
getting tired of masks and 
other precautions. And surges 
were seen last summer after 
Memorial Day and July Fourth, 
despite blunt warnings from 
health authorities.

By HELENA DORE

Chronicle Staff Writer

O
pponents of 
aspects of the 
Forest Service’s 

wildlife management 
plans for the Custer 
Gallatin National Forest 
urged the agency to 
add bison, bighorn 
sheep and Yellowstone 
cutthroat trout to 
its list of species of 
conservation concern 
at a virtual meeting 
Thursday.

Thursday’s meeting was 
the last of three organized 
for objectors and people who 
filed as “interested persons” 
to try to influence the Forest 
Service’s final edits to the 
2020 Custer Gallatin National 
Forest land management plan, 
which hasn’t been updated in 
more than 30 years. Objectors 
and interested persons 
discussed land designations 
and uses on Tuesday and 
Wednesday.

The new forest plan 
will steer management on 
over three million acres in 
southern Montana and South 
Dakota. Agency officials 
anticipate the plan will be 
finalized in spring, 2021.

Leanne Marten, northern 
regional forester, and Jennifer 
Eberlien, acting regional 
forester for the Rocky 
Mountain Region, asked 
questions and listened to 
people who spoke Thursday. 
While Marten is the reviewing 
officer for final decisions 
on the majority of the plan, 
Eberlien is the reviewing 
officer responsible for final 
decisions related to species of 
conservation concern.

For an animal or plant 
species to be considered 
a species of conservation 
concern, it must inhabit 
the plan area and “the 
best available scientific 
information” must indicate 

there is “substantial 
concern” about the 

species’ ability to 

persist over the long term. A 
designation directs the Forest 
Service to manage habitat 
conditions in a way that 
supports the species’ health 
and viability.

The animals listed in the 
draft plan are the greater sage 
grouse, the white-tailed prairie 
dog, the western pearlshell 
mussel and the westslope 
cutthroat trout. Over 20 new 
plants were also added to 
the list, though those weren’t 
discussed at the meeting.

The majority of Thursday’s 
discussion revolved around 
objections to the Forest 
Service’s decision not to add 
bison to its list of species 
of conservation concern. 
However, participants also 
advocated for adding other 
species to the list, and some 
criticized the agency’s process 

for determining which species 
made the cut.

Darrell Geist, habitat 
coordinator for the Buffalo 
Field Campaign, said his 
organization felt the public 
process for weighing in 
on potential species of 
conservation concern wasn’t 
transparent, and standards for 
managing habitat to support 
bison were insufficient.

“There’s nothing in the 
land management plan, to 
us, that would ensure the 
viability of the species over 
the long term,” Geist said. 
He felt the Forest Service 
made the decision not to 
include bison on the list 
before the agency finished 
collecting public comments, 
which put “the public on our 
heels” to convince the agency 
otherwise.

By LIZ WEBER

Chronicle Staff Writer

Campuses in the Montana 
University System are planning to 
continue with in-person learning 
for the spring semester, with ongo-
ing efforts to help students’ mental 
health through the extended winter 
break.

University system administrators 
celebrated the efforts of student and 
staff to complete in-person learning 
while outlining what January would 
look like during Thurs-
day’s virtual Board of 
Regents meeting.

“Our plan is to 
have a spring semes-
ter that looks more or 
less like the fall semes-
ter,” said Brock Tessman, deputy 
commissioner of academic, research 
and student affairs at the Office of 
the Commissioner of Higher Educa-
tion, during the meeting.

He said the Healthy Montana Uni-
versity System task force looks at the 
environment daily and will continue 
to adjust and adapt its guidelines to 
campuses throughout the state.

“The spring semester is daunting 
to look at based on what we see in 
the state right now,” Tessman said.

CDC pleads with Americans: Don’t travel for Thanksgiving
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In this Nov. 12 photo, travelers make their way through the 

Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport during the pandemic.

U-system: 
Spring to 
look like 
the fall
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Students walk between classes Tuesday 

at Montana State University.

COMBATING COVID19

County warns two 
bars for violations
By FREDDY MONARES

Chronicle Staff Writer

A business in Bozeman and 
a business in Belgrade received 
warning letters on Thursday stat-
ing they were violating 10 p.m. 
closing times implemented by 
the health board.

Rocking R Bar in Bozeman 
and JRs Lounge in Belgrade 
were warned after police found 
they remained open on several 
instances past the implemented 
closing times. The two bars 
received the warning letters on 
Thursday.

Earlier this month, Gallatin 
County’s board of health passed 
new restrictions meant to slow 
the spread of the coronavirus. 
The rules restrict most gather-
ings to 25 people, reduced most 
businesses’ capacity to 50% and 
required bars and restaurants 
to close by 10 p.m., except for 
carry-out and delivery services.

The Chronicle obtained the 
warning letters from Gallatin 
County Attorney Marty Lam-
bert.
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Conservation concerns
Forest Service hears objections to plans for managing bison, other wildlife

PHOTOS BY RACHEL LEATHE/DAILY CHRONICLE

ABOVE: Bison and their calves walk along Highway 191 on June 13, 2019, near West Yellowstone, 

Montana. BELOW: An adult male bison grazes in a field off of Grand Loop Road in May.
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