
INSIDE

BIG SKY. . . . . . . . . . . . A3

NATION . . . . . . . . . . . A4

WORLD. . . . . . . . . . . . A9

OPINION . . . . . . . . . .  A6

DEATHS  . . . . . . . . . . . A7

POLICE REPORTS. . A7

REGION  . . . . . . . . . . . A7

SPORTS  . . . . . . . . . . .  B1

COMICS  . . . . . . . . . . C10

CLASSIFIEDS  . . . . . .  C1

TV LISTINGS. . . . . . .  C855 42Mostly cloudy

PAGE A10

HIGH     LOWTODAY’S WEATHER

Thursday, October ,   |  Dailychronicle.com .

By ALEX MILLER

Chronicle Staff Writer

With Election Day less 
than a week away, the win-
dow to register to vote is fast 
closing, and a change in the 
state’s voter registration law 
has shortened the time for 
late registration.

Montanans can no longer 
register to vote on Election 
Day after House Bill 176 was 
signed into law by Gov. Greg 
Gianforte in April. The new 
law instead moves up the 
timetable for late registration 
to noon on Monday, Nov. 1, 
the day before Election Day.

Gallatin County residents 
who still need to register 
to vote have to go to the 
elections department in the 
Gallatin County Courthouse 
at 311 W. Main St. Another 
law passed at this year’s 
legislative session, Senate 
Bill 169, added requirements 
for identification at polling 
places and to register to vote.

For example, if a person 
does not have a Montana 
driver’s license or the last four 
digits of their Social Security 
number, they have to provide 
a photo ID and a document 
showing their name and ad-
dress, like a utility bill.

This year’s election features 
a question on how to fund af-
fordable housing, who will be 
the next mayor of Bozeman, 
who will fill the three open 
seats on the Bozeman City 

Commission, who will serve 
as Bozeman municipal judge, 
a fourth try by the county to 
pass a bond to replace the 
Law and Justice Center, a 
bond to move a Bozeman fire 
station and a bond for parks 
and recreation facility repairs.

There will be no polling 
places open this upcoming 
Election Day, but curbside 
ballot drop-off is set to begin 
Thursday morning at the 
courthouse, according to a 
release from the county.

Election workers will be set 
up outside the main entrance 
of the building on Thursday, 
Friday and Monday from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Ballot drop-

off on Election Day will go 
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Ballots can also be dropped 
off at the Belgrade City 
Clerk’s Office, Manhattan 
Town Clerk’s Office, Three 
Forks City Hall and West Yel-
lowstone Clerk’s Office.

Nearly 18,000 filled-out 
ballots have been received by 
the Gallatin County Elections 
Department since Oct. 15, 
said Eric Semerad, elections 
administrator and Gallatin 
County clerk and recorder. 
Those ballots will be kept in 
a vault within the elections 
department until counting 
begins Monday morning of 
next week.

However, roughly 6,670 
ballots were returned to the 
elections department after 
being deemed undeliverable. 
Those ballots will be held and 
then disposed of a year from 
this Election Day, Semerad 
said.

About 26% of ballots 
have been returned so far. A 
county bond issue, like the 
Law and Justice Center bond, 
needs at least 30% of ballots 
returned to be considered, 
whereas the city bond for 
recreational facility repairs 
needs a simple majority and 
is not dependent on ballot 
return rates.

By HELENA DORE

Chronicle Staff Writer

Dozens of groups have signed a 
petition urging the federal government 
to prohibit wolf hunting and trapping in 
areas directly bordering Yellowstone and 
Grand Teton national parks, citing public 
safety concerns.

Petitioners are requesting 5-mile 
setbacks that would eliminate wolf 
hunting and trapping on all U.S. Forest 
Service land around the two national 
parks. The federal agency manages 
much of the land that directly borders 
Yellowstone and Grand Teton.

Members of more than 30 conservation 
groups and wildlife watching companies 
signed the petition addressed to U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack. 
The owner of a ranch in Wyoming, an 
Ojibwe artist and a Yellowstone naturalist 
also signed on.

The groups wrote in the petition that 
setbacks just around the parks’ borders 
are necessary to keep the public safe and 
to prevent conflict between hunters, 
trappers and 
wildlife watchers. 
Tens of thousands 
of visitors share 
the trails with 
wolf hunters, they 
wrote.

Park visitors 
who hike on trails 
that cross over 
into national forest 
are “in a zone 
where there could 
be random bullets 
flying around by 
hunters shooting 
at wolves,” 
according to the 
petition. Groups 
add that during 
trapping seasons, 
hikers on these trails could step into wolf 
foothold traps or snares.

Nathan Varley, a petitioner and the 
owner of the Yellowstone Wolf Tracker 
Wildlife Adventure Co. in Gardiner, said 
that over the past month, his company’s 
guides and their clients have been sharing 
roads, trails and drainages in Yellowstone 
with wolf hunters.

The hunters have been using trails in 
the park — especially the Slough Creek 
Trail in north Yellowstone — to access 
spots just beyond the border where they 
can legally hunt for wolves, according to 
Varley.

The dynamic is hurtful for visitors 
who come to the park specifically to 
see wolves, he said. Varley worries the 
situation could become more volatile 
if hunting and trapping setbacks aren’t 
introduced.

“I just think that when you have this 
kind of a situation, it’s oil and water,” he 
said. 

By SARA REARDON

Kaiser Health News

POPLAR — When Maria 
Vega was a senior in high 
school in 2015, she found 
the body of one of her clos-
est friends, who had died 
by suicide. A few days later, 
devastated by the loss, Vega 
tried to take her own life.

After the attempt failed, 
she was arrested and taken 
to juvenile detention in 
Poplar, a remote town 
on the Missouri River a 
short drive from the North 
Dakota oil fields. She was 
put in a cell and kept under 

observation for several days 
until a mental health spe-
cialist was available to see 
her. Her only interaction 
was with the woman who 
brought food to her cell.

“I remember asking her if 
I could have a hug and she 
told me, ‘I’m sorry, I can’t 
do that,’” Vega recalled. 
“That was honestly one of 
the hardest things I ever 
went through in my life. I 
felt like I was being pun-
ished for being sad.”

Jailing people because 
of a mental health issue 
is illegal in Montana and 
every other state except 
New Hampshire. But Vega 

is a member of the Fort 
Peck Assiniboine and Sioux 
Tribes, a sovereign na-
tion with its own laws. An 
11-year-old tribal policy 
allows law enforcement to 
put members who threaten 
or attempt suicide in jail or 
juvenile detention to pre-
vent another attempt.

Fort Peck’s tribal lead-
ers say they approved the 
policy out of necessity be-
cause there were no mental 
health facilities equipped 
for short-term housing of 
people in mental crisis.

The pandemic has only 
exacerbated the crisis. 
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A hot air balloon hovers just below the clouds along the Bridger Mountains on Oct. 19.

Montana tribes want to stop jailing people for suicide attempts
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Maria Vega, a member of Fort Peck’s Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes, was jailed in 2015 after 

a suicide attempt. Vega is part of a group of tribal members, academics and policy experts 

proposing alternatives to the policy of jailing people who try to kill themselves. More STOP  |  A10

Registration deadline approaching for Nov. 2 election
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About 60,000 ballots sit in a vault at the Gallatin County Elections Department on Oct. 12. 
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Groups push 
feds to limit 
wolf kills near 
Yellowstone

Out of 36 
total wolves 
taken in the 
state, 12 
were hunted 
in wolf 
management 
units that 
directly 
border 
Yellowstone 
National Park 
to its north 
and west.
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