
REASONS to see a UROLOGIST

• Urinary Tract Infection

• Incontinence

• B.P.H.

• Kidney Stones

• Prostate Cancer/ Screening

• Elevated PSA

• E.D.

• Low T

• Pelvic Prolapse (women)

• Overactive Bladder
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REASONS

Gallatin Urology
BRUCE ROBERTSON,MD, FACS, CPE, AME
Accepting new male, female & pediatric patients!

OPEN & offering TELEMEDICINE visits! CALL (406) 551-2306

GallatinUrology.com • 2002 N. 22nd Ave. Ste. 1, Bozeman
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By PERRIN STEIN

Chronicle Staff Writer

The Gallatin City-County 
Health Department announced 
the county’s first death from 
the coronavirus on Monday.

A man over 60 years old died 
from complications related to 
COVID-19, the county said in 
a news release. He had been 
hospitalized.

“We send our deepest con-

dolences to this man’s fam-
ily and friends,” said health 
officer Matt Kelley. “We ask 
that Gallatin County citizens 
continue taking measures and 
following guidelines to keep 

our community safe. The virus 
remains dangerous and is still 
in our community.”

The county said it would not 
release additional information 
about the death.

“This is a sad and heart-
breaking day as we think of the 
family and friends who grieve 
the loss of their loved one,” 
Bozeman Mayor Chris Mehl 
tweeted. “The virus can impact 
any and all of us in our com-
munity and across Montana.”

Montana Gov. Steve Bullock 
said in a statement that each 
death in the state “serves as a 
reminder of just how serious 
this disease is, particularly for 
those most vulnerable.”

“As our hearts go out to the 
family and friends of this Mon-
tanan, we must reaffirm our 
continued vigilance in keeping 
our fellow Montanans healthy 
and safe,” Bullock said.

Monday’s death brings the 
statewide total to 15. Six of 
those deaths were in Toole 
County, where there has been 
an outbreak tied to an assisted 
living facility. 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
White House released new guide-
lines Monday aimed at answering 
criticism that America’s coronavi-
rus testing has been too slow, and 
President Donald Trump tried to 
pivot toward a focus on “reopen-
ing” the nation.

Still, there were doubts from 
public health experts that the 
White House’s new testing targets 
were sufficient.

Monday’s developments were 
meant to fill critical gaps in White 
House plans to begin easing re-
strictions, ramping up testing for 
the virus while shifting the presi-
dent’s focus toward recovery from 
the economic collapse caused by 
the outbreak. The administra-
tion unveiled a “blueprint” for 

states to scale up their testing in 
the coming week, a tacit admis-
sion, despite public statements to 
the contrary, that testing capacity 
and availability over the past two 
months have been lacking.

The new testing tar-
gets would ensure states 
had enough COVID-19 
tests available to sample 
at least 2.6% of their 
populations each month 
— a figure already met 
by a majority of states. 
Areas that have been 
harder hit by the virus would be 
able to test at double that rate, or 
higher, the White House said. 

The testing issue has bedeviled 
the administration for months. 
Trump told reporters on March 

6 during a visit to the CDC in 
Atlanta that “anybody that wants 
a test can get a test,” but the reality 
has proved to be vastly different. 

The initial COVID-19 test de-
veloped by the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 
was contaminated, and 
early kits operated only 
on platforms able to 
perform a small number 
of test per day. While the 
rate of testing increased 
as tests developed for 
higher-capacity plat-

forms, they were still limited by 
shortages of supplies, from nasal 
swabs to the reagents used to 
process the samples. 

By FREDDY MONARES AND PERRIN STEIN

Chronicle Staff Writers

W
hen Bryan Kirkland started 
taking appointments for 
haircuts starting Monday, 

the schedule filled up fast.

By GAIL SCHONTZLER

Chronicle Staff Writer

Bozeman’s public schools will 
remain closed for the rest of this 
school year as the community 
continues to deal with the new 
coronavirus.

School board trustees voted 8-0 
Monday night to approve Super-
intendent Bob Connors’ recom-
mendation to continue teaching 
Bozeman’s 7,000 students over 
the internet 
or by other 
remote methods 
through June.

The vote was 
unanimous, de-
spite pleas from 
a few parents to 
reopen schools 
as quickly as 
possible. Some 
described help-
ing kids do 
lessons at home 
as “devastating.” Yet other parents 
argued it was more important to 
keep families safe from the virus.

“This is the eve of the first death 
in Gallatin County” from corona-
virus, said Trustee Heide Arneson. 
She argued there are so many 
unknowns with this virus, the 
wise thing now is to keep schools 
closed. “I hope in the fall, we’ll 
know a lot more.”

COMBATING COVID-19

AP

President Donald Trump and Vice President Mike Pence walk from the 

Oval Office to speak about the coronavirus in the Rose Garden of the 

White House on Monday in Washington.

President: Coronavirus testing ‘not a problem’
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Gallatin County sees first virus death
Monday’s death brings the statewide total to 
15. Six of those deaths were in Toole County, 
where there has been an outbreak tied to an 

assisted living facility. 
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Back to work
Some businesses reopen amid pressure from pandemic

RYAN BERRY/CHRONICLE

Co-owner Bryan Kirkland cuts the hair of Mike Fallaw on Monday at The Barbershop 

& Shaving Parlor in Bozeman. 

Kirkland, co-owner 
of The Barbershop and 
Shaving Parlor, had 67 
messages from people 
who couldn’t get a spot 
on his list.

“They were so ready 
to come back to get their 
hair cut,” Kirkland said.

Like many other busi-
nesses, Kirkland’s shop 
had been closed for the 
past month after Gov. 
Steve Bullock issued 
a stay-at-home order 
meant to combat the 
spread of coronavirus.

Monday was the 
first day businesses like 
barbershops, salons and 
clothing stores could re-
open with some restric-
tions such as reducing 
their capacity and prac-
ticing social distancing.

Some businesses 
around the state have 
elected to stay closed, 
worried it’s still too early. 
Others needed to get 
back to make money.

Kirkland said being 

closed meant he and the 
barbers who work in 
his shop went without a 
paycheck. He said some 
of his barbers were in 
“dire straits.”

“If we would have 
stayed closed for much 
longer, we would have 
had to close our doors 
completely,” Kirkland 
said.

Barbers and cosme-
tologists mostly work as 
independent contractors, 
meaning they rent space 
at shops and didn’t qual-
ify for unemployment 
benefits until recently. 
Some said they still 
haven’t received a check 
from the Department of 
Labor and Industry.

Korey Spencer, owner 
of Hera Salon, said 
employees at her salon 
hadn’t worked since 
March 22 and hadn’t 
received unemployment 
checks.
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Bozeman 
schools to 
stay closed 
through June
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