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OFF 
AND ON

Montana State men blown out 
at home to Green Bay  |  SPORTS

By KATHERYN HOUGHTON

Chronicle Staff Writer

In the latest effort to find more 
money for Bozeman’s parks and 
trails upkeep, city commissioners 
will decide Monday when to ask 
voters to OK a new property tax in 
2020.

City leaders have been filtering 
through options for months to pay 
for an estimated $7 million mainte-
nance backlog for Bozeman’s parks 
and trails after hitting roadblocks 
in their first attempts.

Commissioners will decide 
Monday whether to pitch a Parks 
and Trails Special District to voters 
through 
the school 
district 
ballot in 
May or go 
for a special 
election in 
March.

City 
Manager 
Andrea 
Surratt rec-
ommended 
commis-
sioners go 
with the 
first plan, 
accord-
ing to city 
documents. 
That would 
likely put city and Bozeman School 
Board tax requests on the same 
ballot.

A special election could avoid 
the potential of competing money 
requests on one ballot but cost Boz-
eman $100,000 — twice as much as 
the shared election in May.

According to documents headed 
before the commission, the district 
lines up with city officials’ vision to 
be a well-planned city as defined by 
Bozeman’s strategic plan.

“We consistently improve our 
community’s quality of life as it 
grows and changes, honoring our 
sense of place and the ‘Bozeman 
feel’ as we plan for a livable, afford-
able, more connected city,” accord-
ing to the plan.

After a review put a price on the 
list of repairs the city’s outdoor 
spaces need, commissioners voted 
last year to raise the standard for 
park maintenance to better line up 
with national upkeep averages.

That also meant they needed to 
find a way to grow the city’s pot of 
money for that work.

Last March, commissioners 
agreed to put a parks and trails 
plan before voters in November. 
Soon after, city staff discovered 
a state law prevented them from 
including that request on a general 
election.

A few months later, a majority of 
commissioners sided with a backup 
plan: get the money through a 
unilateral commission vote that 
property owners could protest to 
avoid. Both commissioners Jeff 
Krauss and I-Ho Pomeroy voted 
against that route.

The commission quickly back-
tracked that decision after a slew 
of public pushback advocated that 
the future of the proposed tax get 
decided at the polls.

In a joint October meeting, 
school officials told Bozeman com-
missioners they’re still deciding 
what all will go on the May ballot.

By GAIL SCHONTZLER

Chronicle Staff Writer

L
iz Ann Kudrna 
rode her bike 86 
miles in one day 

down the California 
coast a few weeks ago as 
part of a fundraiser for 
the Challenged Athletes 
Foundation.

“It was awesome,” she said, 
back in the Bozeman studio 
where she teaches Pilates. “It’s 
the farthest I’ve ever ridden.”

The mid-October ride from 
Santa Barbara to Santa Monica 
took her about nine hours. “I’m 
not fast,” she confessed. “Next 
year I want to be faster.”

Liz Ann Kudrna has been 
paralyzed from just below her 
chest down since a Montana 
rock-climbing accident severed 
her spinal cord 11 years ago.

She can no longer use her 
legs. Still, she goes far using 
her arms, back, head and 
heart.

For the Million Dollar Chal-
lenge fundraiser in California, 
she powered her reclining 
hand-cycle down coastal high-
ways, accompanied by two 
able-bodied volunteer riders.

“I was psyched to be part of 
the ride and tap into the love 
of the organization,” she said. 
“I felt supported. It’s nice to 
know you’re not out there by 
yourself.”

That ride is just one ex-
ample of Liz Ann’s undaunted 
spirit.

She skis, swims, mountain 
bikes and for about six years 
has participated in triathlons.

In the same weekend as her 
86-mile Challenged Athletes 
Foundation (CAF) ride, she 
swam half a mile in a rough 
ocean for one leg of the San 
Diego Triathlon Challenge.

“One of the cool things 
about having a disability, 
there’s all these camps and or-

ganizations like Eagle Mount 
and CAF that will bring you 
to camp, teach you how to do 
triathlon, get you equipment 
and ride with you.”

Molly Hayes, a Bozeman 
retired nurse who still runs at 
age 86, met Liz Ann swim-
ming at the Bozeman Swim 
Center. She was impressed 
that Liz Ann, training for 
California, rode her bike up to 
Hyalite Reservoir — twice in 
a single day.

“She has the spirit of a 
Viking woman,” Hayes said. 
“She’s pretty heroic.”

Liz Ann said she is thankful 
for what she can do and for 
the people who have been so 
supportive.

“I can get out on my bike. 
Overall I’m healthy,” Liz Ann 
said. “I have a house to live in, 

and I’m grateful for the people 
in my life, and all the people 
who’ve shown up in organiza-
tions.

“I’m really grateful for what 
I do have.”

LUCK OF THE DRAW

Mount Cowen, just east of 
Pray in the Paradise Valley, is 
the highest peak in the rugged 
Absaroka Range at 11,206 
feet. It’s is a magnet for rock 
climbers.

Liz Ann Kudrna, who grew 
up in Salinas, California, 
loved rock-climbing, moun-
tain biking, skiing downhill 
and cross-country – doing 
anything outside.

On Aug. 19, 2008, she and 
two friends were descending 
Mount Cowen after reaching 
the summit. Her friends were 

ahead and she was zigzagging 
down through a lot of loose 
rock, when she tried a cut-off.

She banged on a boulder 
about as big as she was to 
make sure it was solid and 
started to lower herself down. 
The big rock was solid but the 
soil underneath was loose and 
boulder began to fall.

She recalled trying to 
push the rock away as she 
fell. She slammed backward 
onto sharp rocks, and then 
tumbled down like a rag doll 
30 feet, until her friend Joe 
caught her.

“One thing I remembered 
after lying there was asking 
Joe, ‘Can you check and see 
if my feet are on the ground?’ 
I couldn’t feel my legs. It felt 
like they were floating.

“He looked at me. We all re-
alized this was pretty serious.

“I knew my life had 
changed in that moment.”

Her friend Leslie ran 10 
miles to the trailhead to reach 
cell phone service to call for 
help. As evening fell, a rescue 
helicopter appeared, bringing 
a doctor, but no pain medica-
tion. The chopper couldn’t 
land, so Liz Ann spent a long 
night on the mountain.

“It was gnarly,” she said.
Years later, giving a Pecha 

Kucha talk at Bozeman’s Ellen 
Theater, Liz Ann remembered 
that night.

“I can still see that full 
moon light reflecting on the 
rock face,” she said.

“I had a feeling I better 
savor the smell of rocks and 
moonlit alpine sky, know-
ing I would not likely be in a 
place like this again. Life had 
changed for me.”

It was, she said, “just the 
luck of the draw.”

BACK TO LIFE

How do you put your life 
back together after a terrible 
injury, when being in a wheel-
chair could keep you from 
doing everything you love 
best in the world?

Commission 
to set course 
for a parks 
tax push

MOVING TO HEAL
The undaunted spirit of Liz Ann Kudrna helps her regain what was lost

RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

Liz Ann Kudrna poses for a photo on Nov. 14, 2019, at her pilates studio. Kudrna has been a pilates instructor for 25 years.
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Liz Ann Kudrna poses for a photo with her riding partners during a 
bike race from Santa Barbara to San Diego.

“We consistently 
improve our 
community’s 
quality of life 
as it grows 
and changes, 
honoring 
our sense of 
place and the 
‘Bozeman feel’ 
as we plan 
for a livable, 
affordable, more 
connected city.”

More TAXES  |  A8More KUDRNA  |  A8

SATURDAY 
SHOPPING 
Downtown Bozeman celebrates 
its small businesses  |  BIG SKY
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