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ATLANTA (AP) — Thou-
sands of absentee ballots get 
rejected in every presidential 
election. This year, that prob-
lem could be much worse 
and potentially pivotal in 
hotly contested battleground 
states.

With the coronavirus 
creating a surge in mail-in 
balloting and postal delays 
reported across the country, 
the number of rejected bal-
lots in November is projected 
to be significantly higher 
than previous elections. 

If ballots are rejected at 
the same rate as during this 
year’s primaries, up to three 

times as many voters in No-
vember could be disenfran-
chised in key battleground 
states when compared to 
the last presidential elec-
tion, according to 
an Associated Press 
analysis of rejected 
ballots. It could be 
even more pro-
nounced in some 
urban areas where 
Democratic votes 
are concentrated 
and ballot rejection rates 
trended higher during this 
year’s primaries. 

“It is the number one 
thing that keeps me up at 

night — the idea that vot-
ers will do everything they 
can to ensure their ballot is 
returned on time and the 
system will still fail them,” 

said Michigan 
Secretary of State 
Jocelyn Benson.

Ballot rejections 
occur even under 
the best of circum-
stances. They go 
uncounted because 
they arrived too 

late in the mail, voters forgot 
to sign them or signatures 
didn’t match the one on file 
at local election offices.

By LIZ WEBER

Chronicle Staff Writer

G
rowth on the 
Bridger Foothills 
fire remained 

stable Monday as cool 
weather moved into the 
area, bringing a mix of 
rain and snow to the 
fire throughout the 
afternoon.

There wasn’t much acreage 
change Monday, providing 
crews an opportunity to mop 
up and extinguish embers 
while creating fuel breaks along 
the fire’s borders, said Mariah 
Leuschen-Lonergan, spokes-
person for the Custer Gallatin 
National Forest.

By Monday afternoon, rain 
and snow were accumulating 
over the fire, according to the 
Custer Gallatin National For-
est’s Facebook page. Tempera-
tures are projected to remain 
cool Tuesday, with a high of 50 
degrees and a low of 28 degrees 
Tuesday night, according to the 
National Weather Service.

The fire, which started 
Friday, had burned 7,140 acres 
and resulted in the evacua-
tion of at least 200 people as of 
Monday afternoon. The fire is 
not contained, according to the 
Forest Service.

Leuschen-Lonergan said 
Monday was a reprieve from 
the growth of the fire over the 
weekend. The Gallatin Val-
ley’s first hard frost was also 
projected for Monday night, 

she said.
But it’s not expected to last.
“We expect by the end of the 

week temperatures to be back 
to 80 degrees or higher,” she 
said. “So we’re taking advan-
tage of the weather to get some 
good work done.”

Fire crews are continuing 
to construct hand line along 
the southwest edge and assess 
house and structure damage, 
Leuschen-Lonergan said.

The reprieve also comes as 
a new crew arrives to assume 
management of the fire. A 
Type 1 Incident Management 
Team assumed command of 
the fire Monday morning. Type 
1 teams are national resources 
deployed to the most complex 
of wildfires.

The fire started Friday 
afternoon. It had burned 7,140 
acres and resulted in the evac-
uation of at least 200 people as 
of Monday afternoon. The fire 
is not contained, according to 
the Forest Service.

Houses and structures have 
been destroyed but fire officials 
have not released the extent of 
the damage, saying assessments 
are ongoing.

WASHINGTON (AP) — At 
the height of the coronavirus 
lockdown, President Donald 
Trump and his top health advisers 
trumpeted a new test that would 
help Americans reclaim their lives 
— one that would tell them if they 
already had the virus and were 
protected from getting it again. 

Their arrival would help 
“get Americans back to work” 
by showing those who might 
have “the wonderful, beautiful 
immunity,” said Trump, a point 
repeated at the daily briefings last 
April.

Months later, the U.S. is awash in 
the tests but the bold predictions 
about their usefulness have yet to 
materialize.

“There was definitely a lot of 
wishful thinking that there was 
going to be a magical test that 
was going 
to save us 
all, but we’re 
not there 
yet,” said 
Dr. Jennifer 
Rakeman of 
New York 
City’s Public 
Health 
Laboratory. 

The tests 
check the 
blood for 
antibodies the 
body makes 
to fight off 
an infection. 
Scientists are 
still working 
to figure out 
how well 
antibodies 
for the 
coronavirus may shield someone 
from another infection, or how 
long that protection might last. 
Some early studies suggested any 
immunity fades fast; research 
published last week was more 
promising, suggesting that 
antibodies last at least four months 
after diagnosis and do not fade 
quickly.

For now, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention and the 
American Medical Association 
explicitly warn that antibody 
tests should not be used to make 
decisions about returning workers 
to the office or students to school, 
though some labs still promote 
them for those uses. The CDC 
recommends everyone — even 
those who were sick and recovered 
— take precautions to prevent 
getting and spreading the virus.

In battleground areas, absentee ballot rejections could triple 
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Hopes for 
antibody 
tests still 
unfulfilled

COMBATING COVID-19

Scientists are 
still working 
to figure out 
how well 
antibodies 
for the 
coronavirus 
may shield 
someone 
from 
another 
infection, 
or how 
long that 
protection 
might last. 
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Welcome reprieve
Bridger Foothills fire growth slows with arrival of cooler weather

PHOTOS BY RACHEL LEATHE/ CHRONICLE

TOP: A cold front moves into Gallatin Valley, enveloping the Bridger 

Mountains in a shroud of fog on Monday. ABOVE: A man walks 

toward his still-standing house, surrounded by charred fields on 

Sunday morning, off of Jackson Creek Road. BELOW: The entrance to 

Bridger Canyon Road remains blocked on Monday.

H O W  T O  H E L P

People can donate to 
the Bridger Foothills Fire 

Relief Fund by texting 
BRIDGERS to 91999 or 
online at https://www.

greatergallatinunitedway.
org/ and https://

www.onevalley.org/.
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