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By LIZ WEBER

Chronicle Staff Writer

Bozeman School’s deputy su-
perintendent Casey Bertram will 
become the interim superinten-
dent for the next school year as 
the district post-
pones launching a 
nationwide search 
for a candidate.

Bertram will 
become interim 
superintendent 
from July 1 
through June 30, 
2022, with the 
district beginning 
the superinten-
dent search during the 2021-2022 
school year. The school board 
voted unanimously to approve 
his appointment during a special 
meeting on Wednesday afternoon.

“I am humbled and honored 
and accept the role,” he said. “… 
We are full of hope, our district is 
full of very innovative and caring 
folks.”

Bertram and Deputy Superin-
tendent Marilyn King have served 
as interim co-superintendents 
since Bob Connors was placed 
on paid administrative leave for 
an alleged policy violation in 
November. They were appointed 
through June 30.

In Wednesday’s meeting, Pat 
Strauss, human resources director 
with the district, said the board 
leadership met in the last week 
to discuss the interim position 
with King and Bertram “to gauge 
interest and consider optimal 
central office organizational 
structure during this interim 
period.”

He said several options were 
discussed and the group agreed 
to recommend Bertram as the 
superintendent for the 2021-2022 
school year.

“I just think it gives us some 
good stability in the district mov-
ing forward,” said Trustee Gary 
Lusin.

Strauss said contract terms 
would be negotiated, but salary 
and benefits would be paid from 
the district’s general fund.

Trustees thanked King and 
Bertram for their joint service 
to the district over the last few 
months, and said they enjoyed 
working with them.

“Casey, we’ve known you for 
nine or 10 years, and I can’t think 
of a better person right now on an 
interim basis,” said Trustee Andy 
Willett. “I feel very, very confi-
dent that you’ll do a fantastic job.”

Trustee Douglas Fischer said 
he was excited, confident “and 
frankly relieved” to have Bertram 
in the interim superintendent 
position.

Deputy 
superintendent 
named interim 
schools chief

Bertram

By PERRIN STEIN

Chronicle Staff Writer

Winter weather across the 
United States has led to delays of 
vaccine shipments, including to 
Montana, according to the state 
Department of Public Health and 
Human Services.

Spokesperson Jon Ebelt didn’t 
respond to questions about 
which counties have been af-
fected or the number of delayed 
doses.

“This week, the weather is 
causing a delay in some of the 
shipments, but we expect them 
to arrive in the coming days,” he 

said in an email.
In Gallatin County, the health 

department had 975 doses arrive 
one day later than expected, said 
spokesperson Whitney Bermes.

The delay didn’t af-
fect any of the depart-
ment’s clinics this 
week, Bermes said. 
Next week, the health 
department is still 
set to provide second 
doses as planned on 
Wednesday and Friday.

Bozeman Health, another local 
vaccine provider, experienced 
a slight delay in shipments this 
week, but these did not impact 
the clinics at Bozeman Health 

Deaconess Hospital, said spokes-
person Lauren Brendel.

Montana State University is 
still planning to host a clinic 
on Feb. 27 for students, fac-

ulty and staff to receive 
their second dose as 
planned, said spokes-
person Tracy Ellig.

In Park County, the 
delay meant that the 
health department 
didn’t receive doses 
as expected for clinics 

planned Wednesday in Clyde 
Park and Gardiner, said Health 
Officer Dr. Laurel Desnick. 

Vaccination clinics continue despite shipment delays

RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

A vial of the Moderna vaccine contains ten doses and a booster of the 

vaccine must be administered four weeks after the first dose.
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By PERRIN STEIN

Chronicle Staff Writer

Republican Gov. Greg 
Gianforte signed legislation 
on Thursday that will expand 
where gun owners may carry 
firearms.

House Bill 102 allows 
people to carry a concealed 
weapon without a permit in 
most public settings, includ-
ing banks and bars. Those 
with a permit will be able to 
carry in state and local gov-
ernment offices, as well.

The bill also limits restric-
tions the state university sys-
tem can place on firearms on 
college campuses, including at 
Montana State University.

However, private property 
owners and tenants are able to 
ban firearms on their prem-
ises.

Gianforte said the bill 
would protect Second 
Amendment rights and make 
Montana safer.

“Gun control measures 
don’t prevent criminals from 
perpetuating violence or 
crime. Gun control mea-
sures step on the rights of 
law abiding citizens,” he said 
at a signing ceremony on 
Thursday afternoon. “And our 
Second Amendment is very 
clear: ‘The right of the people 
to keep and bear arms shall 

not be infringed.’ Every law 
abiding Montanan should be 
able to defend themselves and 
their loved ones.”

The bill, spon-
sored by Rep. 
Seth Berglee, R-
Joliet, passed the 
House and Sen-
ate earlier this 
month largely 
along party lines.

“The idea of 
self-defense has 
been a pillar in 
our society since 
even before the 
founding of our 
country. It’s a 
right that’s given 
by God and 
granted in the consti-
tution,” Berglee said 
at Thursday’s event. 
“It’s my pleasure to 
bring House Bill 102, 
recognizing that the 
citizens of Montana 
have the ability to de-
fend themselves, and 
I trust them with that 
responsibility.”

Supporters, which 
include the National 
Rifle Association, 
the National Association for 
Gun Rights and the Montana 
Shooting Sports Association, 
have said the bill would re-
duce restrictions that prevent 
responsible gun owners from 

carrying firearms to protect 
themselves and others.

Republican Attorney 
General Austin Knudsen also 

endorsed the 
bill.

“At a time 
when the presi-
dent is calling 
for state-level 
gun registries, 
strong legisla-
tion affirming 
Montanans’ gun 
rights is more 
important than 
ever,” Knudsen 
said in a state-
ment. “No bill 
in the last 20 
years has done 

more to protect our 
fundamental right to 
keep and bear arms 
than Representative 
Seth Berglee’s bill that 
was signed into law 
today.”

Opponents have 
voiced safety con-
cerns, particularly 
in regard to college 
campuses.

The Montana 
Federation of Public 

Employees said some of its 
members, which include uni-
versity employees and police 
officers, are worried about the 
bill becoming law.

“My members who work 

on campuses are concerned 
about students carrying guns 
on campus and in dorms,” 
said Amanda Curtis, the 
federation’s president, on 
Thursday. “They’re worried 
about safety.”

Some opponents have also 
questioned whether the bill 
was constitutional.

In a legal note, the Legisla-
tive Services Division said 
the bill could “raise potential 
constitutional conformity 
issues” with the Montana 
constitution, which says the 
Board of Regents shall “have 
full power, responsibility and 
authority to supervise, coordi-
nate, manage and control the 
Montana university system.”

The university system ini-
tially raised questions about 
the bill, but on Thursday, 
Kevin McRae, deputy com-
missioner of higher educa-
tion, said amendments made 
to the bill as it worked its way 
through the state Legislature 
“improved it in our view.”

The amendments include 
allowing the university system 
to restrict firearms at events 
staffed by university police, 
to require proof of firearms 
training and to delay the 
effective day to June 1 rather 
than upon Gianforte’s signing 
of the bill.
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Bill expanding concealed 
carry signed into law

RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

A student leaves the Strand Union Building on a sunny Thursday afternoon, Feb. 18, 2021, at Montana State University.

“The idea of self-
defense has been a 
pillar in our society 
since even before 

the founding of our 
country. It’s a right 
that’s given by God 
and granted in the 

constitution.”

— Seth Berglee, R-Joliet
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