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NEW YORK (AP) — In 
a year when the coronavi-
rus pandemic has reshaped 
countless American rituals, 
even the commemoration 
of 9/11 could not escape 
unchanged.

The 19th anniversary of the 
terror attacks will be marked 
by dueling ceremonies at the 
Sept. 11 memorial plaza and a 
corner near the World Trade 
Center, reflecting a divide 
over the memorial’s deci-
sion to suspend a cherished 
tradition of relatives reading 
victims’ names in person. Vice 
President Mike Pence is ex-
pected at both those remem-
brances in New York, while 
President Donald Trump and 
Democratic challenger Joe 
Biden plan to go to  the Flight 
93 National Memorial in 
Pennsylvania.

In New York, the double 
beams of light that evoke 
the fallen twin towers were 
nearly canceled in the name 

of virus safety, until an uproar 
restored the tribute. The Fire 
Department has cited the 
virus in urging members to 
skip observances of the 2001 
attacks that killed nearly 3,000 
people, among them almost 
350 firefighters.

Some victims’ relatives 
say they understand the 
ground zero observance had 
to change in a year when so 
much else has. Others fear 
the pandemic is making plain 
what they have feared was 
happening unspoken: that 

the commitment to “Never 
Forget” is fading. 

“It’s another smack in the 
face,” says Jim Riches, who lost 
his son Jimmy, a firefighter. 

The father is staying home 
on the anniversary for the 
first time this year because he 
doesn’t want to take chances 
with the coronavirus after 
a prior illness. But he feels 
others should have the op-
tion of reciting the names of 
the dead on the memorial 
plaza, instead of listening to a 
recording. 

Memorial leaders said they 
wanted to avoid close contact 
among readers, who are usu-
ally paired at the podium. But 
to Riches, a retired fire bat-
talion chief and frequent critic 
of the memorial organiza-
tion, the decision sounds like 
an excuse for sidelining the 
families’ role in commemorat-
ing 9/11.

By FREDDY MONARES

Chronicle Staff Writer

An effort to control a mas-
sive fire in the Bridger Range 
was estimated to have cost 
$1.6 million as of Thursday 
morning.

The Bridger Foothills fire 
started last Friday and has 
burned more than 8,200 
acres, accord-
ing to fire 
officials. The 
acreage in-
creased Thurs-
day because 
officials got 
more accurate 
mapping of the 
fire’s perimeter. 
More than half of its perime-
ter was considered contained 
as of Thursday.

The National Interagency 
Fire Center’s daily situation 
report put the cost of the fire 
at $1.6 million. Fire spokes-
person Mariah Leuschen-
Lonergan confirmed the 
number.

More than 300 people have 
been assigned to the fire, 
along with several aircraft.

The south side of the fire, a 
large portion of the east side 
and a large spot east of the 
fire are contained, according 
to fire officials.

On Thursday, fire crews 

planned to continue securing 
the southwest side. Crews will 
make there way north form 
there.

Another crew was mak-
ing a fuel break in heavily 
timbered areas directly north 
of the fire.

Dustin Workman, 

construction manager for 
NorthWestern Energy’s 
Bozeman division, said he’s 
estimating that the fire caused 
up to $100,000 in damaged 
power lines and other equip-
ment.

By FREDDY MONARES

Chronicle Staff Writer

Gallatin County’s health officer said 
he hasn’t heard from organizers on 
how a rally next week with headliner 
Vice President Mike Pence would 
adhere to coronavirus restrictions.

Pence is scheduled to appear at a 
rally Monday near Belgrade to stump 
for Montana Republican candidates 
on the November ticket.

An invite to the event said crowd 
size is limited because of COVID-19 
restrictions, but didn’t provide any 
more details. The 
event is open to 
the public.

Kelley said 
organizers have 
not reached out 
to him with any 
plans. He said he 
first learned about 
the event on 
Wednesday, and 
without knowing 
how many people 
will attend or any 
of the organizers’ 
plans, “I wouldn’t 
want to say the 
event is a prob-
lem.”

“I don’t know 
what the event is. I don’t know how 
many people. I don’t know what their 
plans are at all,” he said.

Kelley said he hoped anyone plan-
ning an event, like a rally, would keep 
crowd sizes small, allow for physi-
cal distancing and ensure people are 
wearing face coverings.

Julia Doyle, a spokesperson for 
Daines’ campaign, said in an emailed 
statement, “the event will be outside 
and safety precautions will be taken.”

WASHINGTON (AP) — Senate 
Democrats scuttled a scaled-back GOP 
coronavirus rescue package on Thurs-
day as the parties argued to a standstill 
over the size and scope of the aid, likely 
ending hopes for coronavirus relief 
before the November election. 

The mostly party-line vote capped 
weeks of wrangling that gave way to 
election-season political combat and 
name-calling over a fifth relief bill that 
all sides say they want but are unable 
to deliver. The bipartisan 
spirit that powered earlier 
aid measures is all but 
gone.

Democrats said the 
measure shortchanged 
too many pressing needs. 
Republicans argued it 
was targeted to areas of 
widespread agreement, but the 52-47 
vote fell well short of what was needed 
to overcome a filibuster. All the present 
Democrats opposed it, while Rand Paul, 
R-Ky., cast the only GOP “nay” vote. 
The Democratic vice presidential nomi-
nee, Kamala Harris, was campaigning 
in Miami and missed the vote.

“It’s a sort of a dead end street, and 
very unfortunate,” said Sen. Pat Roberts, 
R-Kan. “But it is what it is.” 

The $650 billion measure is signifi-
cantly smaller than legislation promoted 
by Republican leaders this summer. 
But that version was too big for most 
conservatives, so the GOP bill was 
instead stripped back to focus on school 
aid, jobless benefits and help for small 
businesses. 

In a year of restrictions, virus changes Sept. 11, too
REMEMBERING 9/11

AP

In this Sept. 11, 2014 photo, a woman places flowers in the inscribed 

names along the edge of the North Pool during memorial observances 

on the anniversary of the attacks on the World Trade Center in New York. 
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County health 
officials not in 
loop on VP’s 
Belgrade rally

“I don’t 
know what 
the event is. 
I don’t know 
how many 
people. I 
don’t know 
what their 
plans are at 
all.”

— Matt Kelley, 
Gallatin County 
health officer

$1.6M spent to battle blaze so far
■ More than half 
of the wildfire is 
now contained
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TOP: Stacks of charred hay bales slump in a pasture next to Jackson Creek Road on Thursday. ABOVE: A fire 

crew gathers for a briefing on the northern edge of the Bridger Foothills fire.

BRIDGER FOOTHILLS FIRE
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Virus bill blocked in 
Senate as prospects 
dim for new relief


