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By SHAYLEE RAGAR

Chronicle Staff Writer

Bozeman city commissioners 
considered a proposed $121 million 
budget Monday night, and how they 
might want to change it.

The commission did not vote on 
the budget or any amendments by 
deadline Monday.

Commissioners talked about 
ways to cut spending, save taxpayer 
dollars and put more money toward 
social services. Residents voiced 
concerns about a lack of money 
for local non-profits, for projects 
related to making Bozeman safer for 
cyclists and an increase in spending 
on the city’s police department.

Without amendments, the pro-
posal would have the typical prop-
erty owner of a 7,500 square foot lot 
pay $2,568 in taxes and assessments 
this year, which is an increase of 
$103 over last year, or about $8.60 
per month. That includes an ad-
ditional $135 fee for the new parks 
and trails district, which replaced 
the roughly $80 residents have been 
paying for parks.

The parks and trails district was 
approved by 61% of voters this 
spring. It aims to help fill a $7 mil-
lion parks maintenance backlog 
and will allow the city to take over 
parks maintained by homeowners’ 
associations.

By PERRIN STEIN

Chronicle Staff Writer

The number of coronavi-
rus cases in Gallatin County 
continues to rise.

The county reported 15 new 
cases between Friday evening 
and Monday at noon, bringing 
the number of active cases to 
25 and the overall total num-
ber of cases to 217. None of 
those 25 people are currently 
hospitalized.

The new cases are in Big Sky 
and the Gallatin Valley and 
are the result of community 
transmission and contact with 
known cases, according to a 
county news release.

“We are seeing more cases 
and that is always concern-
ing,” said Gallatin City-County 
Health Officer Matt Kelley. 
“What is especially concerning 
is that with the cases over the 
weekend, we are seeing people 
who have spent time in the 
last week at a bar or party.”

For instance, in the last 
several days, there have been 
seven cases in Big Sky, all of 
which were tied to the same 
social circle, Kelley said.

The county is continuing 
to identify those who have 
been in contact with the newly 
identified cases and antici-
pates the number of cases will 
increase.

“The bottom line is if you 
are in a crowded setting you’re 
at risk and really need to think 

about removing yourself from 
that setting,” Kelley said.

Recent cases 
have also been in 
mostly younger 
adults. Although 
the virus may 
affect younger 
people less 
severely than oth-
ers, the new cases 
still pose a threat.

“It’s not just 
about you,” Kelley 
said. “It’s about 
those that you 
come into contact 
with.”

The increase in 
cases is reflected 
in wastewater data collected 

by the Gallatin City-County 
Health Department and 

Montana State 
University.

In Bozeman, 
after several 
weeks when 
the virus wasn’t 
found in the 
city’s wastewater, 
researchers began 
detecting the vi-
rus again on June 
3, coinciding 
with the recent 
uptick in cases.

In Big Sky, the 
virus was first 
detected in the 
town’s wastewater 

on June 16, which was about 

the same time as the town 
reported new cases of CO-
VID-19.

The virus has yet to be 
found in the wastewater in 
West Yellowstone where 
samples have been collected 
since May 30 or in Three 
Forks where weekly sampling 
began June 6.

Like Gallatin County, the 
entire state is seeing an in-
crease in COVID-19 cases.

Over the weekend, the state 
announced 68 new cases, with 
17 on Monday, 20 on Sunday 
and 31 on Saturday, which 
is Montana’s second-highest 
single-day count, trailing only 
the 35 cases identified on 
March 26.

The increase in COVID-19 
cases over the weekend 
brought the statewide total 
on Monday to 163 active 
cases with 13 hospitalizations. 
Montana has had 550 recover-
ies and 21 deaths for a total of 
734 cases.

The state’s latest death was 
announced Monday in Yel-
lowstone County.

“Each loss of a Montanan 
to COVID-19 weighs heav-
ily on our communities,” said 
Gov. Steve Bullock in a news 
release. “While we send our 
condolences to the loved ones 
impacted, we must all con-
tinue to remember we are in 
this together and it’s up to us 
to keep our friends and neigh-
bors safe.”

COMBATING COVID19

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) — 
Alarming surges in coronavirus 
cases across the U.S. South and 
West raised fears Monday that 
the outbreak is spiraling out of 
control and that hard-won progress 
against the scourge is slipping away 
because of resistance among many 
Americans to wearing masks and 
keeping their distance from others.

Confirming predictions that 
the easing of state lockdowns 
over the past month and a half 
would lead to a comeback by the 
virus, cases surpassed 100,000 in 
Florida, hospitalizations are rising 
dramatically in Houston and 
Georgia, and a startling 1 in 5 of 
those tested in Arizona are proving 
to be infected.

Over the weekend, the virus 
seemed to be 
everywhere at 
once: Several 
campaign staff 
members who 
helped set up 
President Donald 
Trump’s rally in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
tested positive, as 
did 23 Clemson 
University football players in South 
Carolina. At least 30 members 
of the Louisiana State University 
team were isolated after becoming 
infected or coming into contact with 
someone who was. Meatpacking 
plants were also hit with outbreaks.

“It is snowballing. We will most 
certainly see more people die as a 
result of this spike,” said Dr. Marc 
Boom, CEO and president of 
Houston Methodist Hospital, noting 
that the number of COVID-19 
hospital admissions has tripled since 
Memorial Day to more than 1,400 
across eight hospital systems in the 
Houston metropolitan area. 

President sows doubt on U.S. election
WASHINGTON (AP) — President 

Donald Trump opened a new front Monday 
in his fight against mail-in voting, making 
unsubstantiated assertions that foreign 
countries will print up millions of bogus 
ballots to rig the results and create what he 
called the “scandal of our times.”

The claims not only ignore safeguards 
that states have implemented to prevent 
against widespread fraud but they also risk 
undermining Americans’ faith in the election, 
spreading the very kind of disinformation 
U.S. authorities have warned foreign 
adversaries could exploit to foment doubt in 
the voting process. 

Trump accelerated his attacks following a 
bruising weekend for his reelection campaign, 
when a lower-than-expected turnout at a rally 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, left him seething, and as 
he fights for a second term during the worst 
unemployment since the Great Depression. 
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Surging U.S. virus 
cases raise fear 
progress slipping

County, state seeing cases rise

PHOTOS BY ZACH MEYER/CHRONICLE

A health worker conducts tests for COVID-19 on Monday at Bozeman 

Health Deaconess Hospital. 

Over the weekend, 
the state 

announced 68 
new cases, with 17 
on Monday, 20 on 
Sunday and 31 on 
Saturday, which is 
Montana’s second-
highest single-day 

count.

“”

AP

Maria Gomez washes her hands at a 

portable hand washing station as she 

and Barry Molett enjoy a day on Miami 

Beach on Monday afternoon.
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AP

President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign 

rally at the BOK Center on Saturday in Tulsa, Okla. 

Bozeman city commissioners 
talk final budget for next year
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