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Trump impeached for second time
WASHINGTON (AP) —
President Donald Trump was
impeached by the U.S. House for a
historic second time Wednesday,
charged with “incitement of
insurrection” over the deadly mob
siege of the Capitol in a swift and
stunning collapse of his final days
in office.
With the Capitol secured by
armed National Guard troops
inside and out, the House voted
232-197 to impeach Trump. The
proceedings moved at lightning
speed, with lawmakers voting just
one week after violent pro-Trump
loyalists stormed the U.S. Capitol,
egged on by the president’s calls for
them to “fight like hell” against the
election results.

INSIDE
■ On historic day, a Capitol as
an armed encampment
■ Delegation responds
PAGE A4

Ten Republicans fled Trump,
joining Democrats who said he
needed to be held accountable and
warned ominously of a “clear and
present danger” if Congress should
leave him unchecked before Joe
Biden’s inauguration Jan. 20.
Trump is the only U.S. president
to be twice impeached. It was
the most bipartisan presidential
impeachment in modern times,
more so than against Bill Clinton
in 1998.

The Capitol insurrection stunned
and angered lawmakers, who were
sent scrambling for safety as the
mob descended, and it revealed
the fragility of the nation’s history
of peaceful transfers of power. The
riot also forced a reckoning among
some Republicans, who have
stood by Trump throughout his
presidency and largely allowed him
to spread false attacks against the
integrity of the 2020 election.
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
invoked Abraham Lincoln and
the Bible, imploring lawmakers to
uphold their oath to defend the
Constitution from all enemies,
foreign “and domestic.”
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House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of Calif., displays the signed article of
impeachment against President Donald Trump in an engrossment
ceremony before transmission to the Senate for trial on Wednesday.

Gallatin designation suit nearing end
By HELENA DORE
Chronicle Staff Writer

A

ttorneys
representing
environmental
and state interests have
agreed they don’t want
to take a lawsuit over
the Gallatin River to
trial, meaning a judge
must decide whether
to temporarily prohibit
DEQ from issuing any
water quality-degrading
permits.
John Meyer, attorney for
the Cottonwood Environmental Law Center, said he and
the Montana Department of
Environmental Quality’s attorneys have agreed upon the
underlying facts of the case,
which was brought before the
Gallatin County District Court
in February. Both sides recently
filed separate motions requesting that a judge enter summary
judgment.
If the judge grants Cottonwood’s motion, DEQ will have
to supplement a 2007 environmental impact statement
analyzing the impacts of an
“Outstanding Resource Water’’
designation on a portion of the
Gallatin River. DEQ will also
be barred from issuing any
permits that could degrade the
river’s water quality until the
analysis is completed.
That means DEQ wouldn’t
be able to issue discharge permits authorizing an expansion
to Big Sky’s water and sewer
systems. The town is in the
midst of upgrading its facilities
to accommodate growth. Options for disposing of the town’s
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Concealed
carry bill
clears hurdle
By LIZ WEBER
Chronicle Staff Writer
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The Gallatin River winds through the canyon near Storm Castle
on Wednesday afternoon.

treated wastewater include
discharging it into the Gallatin
or using it for snowmaking
operations at Big Sky Resort.
Meyer said both routes
would result in pharmaceutical pollution of the Gallatin

River, and a permit wouldn’t be
authorized if the Gallatin River
were designated as an Outstanding Resource Water.
“We think that the Montana
Environmental Policy Act rules
are very clear that an agency

has to prepare a supplemental
environmental impact statement if there’s new information or changed circumstances
regarding a proposed action,”
he said.
DEQ’s legal team declined to
comment on the case.
Cottonwood filed a lawsuit
against DEQ on behalf of the
Gallatin Wildlife Association
and Montana Rivers in February, but Meyer said the overall
fight to protect the river’s water
quality has been “long and
tortured.”
It started in 2001, when the
environmental group American Wildlands petitioned the
Montana Board of Environmental Review to designate a
35 mile portion of the river as
an “Outstanding Resource Water.” A designation would have
prevented DEQ from issuing
permits resulting in degraded
water quality from the boundary of Yellowstone National
Park to the confluence of Spanish Creek.

A House bill that would allow
concealed carry on university
campuses is a step closer to passage
after receiving an initial vote of approval in front of the full chamber.
The discussion and the 67-33
vote was along party lines, with
Republicans speaking in favor of
expanding concealed carry and
Democrats
opposing to it
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Firearms advocacy groups
have voiced support for the bill,
including the National Association
on Gun Rights and Montana
Shooting Sports Association.
Attorney General Austin Knudsen
also spoke in support of the bill on
Jan. 5.
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Governor lifts some COVID-19 restrictions for businesses
By PERRIN STEIN
Chronicle Staff Writer

Gov. Greg Gianforte has
reversed some public health restrictions that were implemented
by former Gov. Steve Bullock in
mid-November as coronavirus
cases were surging statewide.
Gianforte, a Republican,
announced Wednesday there
would no longer be capacity
limits on bars, restaurants, breweries, distilleries and casinos,
which previously had to operate
at 50% capacity and limit tables
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Gianforte, a Republican, announced Wednesday
there would no longer be capacity limits on bars,
restaurants, breweries, distilleries and casinos,
which previously had to operate at 50% capacity
and limit tables to six people.
to six people.
Those businesses may also
return to their regular closing
times rather than having to shut
down at 10 p.m.
“Businesses should make
reasonable efforts to develop and
implement appropriate policies
based on industry best practices
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during this emergency,” according to the new directive. “Where
no such industry practices exist,
such policies should be developed and implemented in accordance with federal, state, and
local regulations and guidance.”
Gianforte also eliminated size
restrictions on group gatherings,
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which Bullock, a Democrat, had
set at 25 people. Groups of any
size can now meet, but Gianforte
said they must follow social distancing guidelines issued by the
U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.
“The fact is we remain in the
middle of a public health crisis
and an economic crisis and we
will continue to make common
sense steps to more effectively
confront both,” he said.
The new restrictions take effect at 5 a.m. Friday.
The new rules are part of
a larger overhaul of the pub-
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lic health rules developed by
Bullock.
Gianforte said he has consolidated 25 pages of directives into
three pages. He also plans to
continue to use the recommendations from his coronavirus
task force to revise the state’s
pandemic response.
“The whole concept here is
we’re going to move to personal
responsibility and away from
specific mandates because we
trust Montanans with their
health and the health of their
loved ones,” he said.
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