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By MELISSA LOVERIDGE

Chronicle Staff Writer

Sweet Pea, Bozeman’s 
most iconic sum-
mer event that brings 
thousands to the city, 
will continue in some 
way this August, but the 
nonprofit announced 
Thursday that the 43rd 
annual festival has been 
“interrupted” because of 

COVID-19.
“It’s a disappointing 

decision for sure but the 
heart of the matter is the 
health and safety of all 
of our Bozeman com-
munity,” said executive 
director Kris Olenicki.

Olenicki said that 
some of the signature 

events will still happen 
with social distanc-
ing guidelines, like the 
art show, Chalk on the 
Walk, the T-shirt and 
poster contests and the 
flower show. The festival 
organizers are working 
on some “really creative” 
ways of doing music and 

theater events, as well.
“Hopefully within the 

next couple of weeks we’ll 
figure out what we can 
do,” Olenicki said.

The Sweet Pea Festival 
began 1978 and, while 
some years have had par-
tial cancelations because 
of weather, the festival 
hasn’t been “interrupted” 
like this at any point dur-
ing its 43-year run. 

By GAIL SCHONTZLER

Chronicle Staff Writer

A black barrier 
erected on Bozeman 
High School grounds 
along Mandeville Creek 
is a first sign that the 
school’s $29.5 million 
reconstruction is about 
to begin.

A sturdy bridge has 
also been erected over 
the creek to let heavy 
construction equipment 
reach the area where de-
molition and construc-
tion will soon take place.

Contractors are trying 
to get an early start, with 
school buildings closed 
to students because 
of the coronavirus 
pandemic, said Todd 
Swinehart, school dis-
trict facilities director.

The black ribbon 
running between the 
high school wings and 
the creek is a barrier to 
protect the creek from 
runoff, silt and soil that 
will be kicked up during 
demolition.

Construction work 
was slated to start in 
mid-June when school 

let out, but with students 
already gone because of 
the virus, it could begin 
a little sooner, Swinehart 
said. “We want to dive in 
in earnest pretty quick.”

To get ready, school 
custodians, staff and 
teachers have been 
clearing out classroom 
furniture, projectors and 
other equipment that 
can be reused. Student 
lockers have been 
emptied and contents 
bagged up so students 
could retrieve their 
belongings.

By PAUL SCHWEDELSON

Chronicle Staff Writer

S
teve Roderick 
didn’t sleep great 
Wednesday night. 

He’s excited to reopen 
his gyms. But he also 
recognized how that 
needs to happen.

As general manager and an 
owner of Ridge Athletic Clubs, 
Roderick spent Thursday prep-
ping to open Friday for the first 
time since March 17.

“It’s not like it was Christ-
mas,” Roderick said. “I’m 
excited to be able to offer health 
and fitness to our members and 
community again. Then I just 
went, ‘God. I want it to be OK. I 
don’t want to be the catalyst be-
hind anything but good stuff.’”

When the shutdown began, 
the Ridge emailed members 
saying it would be closed until 
March 30. Two weeks turned 
into two months. Then Gov. 
Steve Bullock revised phase one 
of his reopening plan to include 
gyms, movie theaters and 
museums.

The time allowed for improv-
ing sanitation and planning 
ahead to once members could 
return. Living in the COVID-19 
world requires adjustments, 
teaching staff and implement-
ing new policies to limit the 
spread of the virus and other 
germs.

“There’s no finish line in 
doing that,” Roderick said. “We 
always want to do it and do it 
comprehensively.”

At the entrance to the Ridge’s 
Fallon Street location is the first 
of many hand sanitizer stations 
placed throughout the club. 
Signs stating guidelines from 

the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention are posted next 
to it and elsewhere.

A banner hangs from the 
ceiling beyond the front desk 
welcoming members back. 
When they return, only 50% 
of the gym’s capacity will be al-
lowed to be used. Workers will 
check members in and use their 
computer system to track how 
many people are there at once. 
Someone else will use a clicker 
to count how many leave.

Since guests aren’t permitted 
during phase one, the Ridge 
will have contact information 

for everyone there, just in case 
contact tracing is required 
at some point. Members will 
also be able to take their own 
personal sanitation towel when 
they enter.

“I think it’s an ongoing 
process because everything is 
changing so quickly,” service 
desk director Tana Smolnikar 
said.

During the closure, Roderick 
communicated with Gallatin 
County health officer Matt 
Kelley. They discussed how to 
best follow safety guidelines. He 
complimented Kelley for listen-
ing to feedback and being a 
liaison between local businesses 
and government officials.

By SHAYLEE RAGAR

Chronicle Staff Writer

As Yellowstone National Park 
moves forward with a phased 
reopening, public health officials 
in Gallatin and Park counties 
are working to prepare for the 
possibility that it leads to a spike in 
COVID-19 cases.

It’s not yet known when 
Montana’s entrances to the park 
will open, but Wyoming’s two 
entrances will allow visitors through 
the southern portion of the park 
on Monday. Gov. Steve Bullock 
said Wednesday that Montana’s 
entrances won’t 
open before 
June 1.

West 
Yellowstone 
is one of 
the busiest 
gateways into 
the park. It’s 
also particularly 
isolated and 
limited in its 
health care 
resources, 
Gallatin County 
Health Officer 
Matt Kelley 
said.

The primary provider for the 
town of about 1,400 is the small 
Community Health Partners West 
Yellowstone Clinic, which has five 
on staff for most of the year and 
a few more seasonal employees 
through the summer. Kelley said 
the clinic has its hands full during 
a normal summer when 15,000 
people could be staying overnight in 
the town on any given day. Things 
get complicated when a highly 
contagious virus is added to the 
mix.

“For the national park service 
to open the park, that comes with 
significant public health risk,” Kelley 
said.

COMBATING COVID-19

Bozeman High getting ready for $29.5 million upgrade
RYAN BERRY/

CHRONICLE

A bridge spans 

the creek 

flowing along 

the east side 

of Bozeman 

High on 

Thursday 

afternoon in 

Bozeman. A 

black fence 

has also been 

put in place to 

protect the 

creek from 

construction 

as it 

progresses.

‘Just want to get it right’
■ Ridge Athletic Club prepares to open within new guidelines

PHOTOS BY RYAN BERRY/CHRONICLE

ABOVE: Logan Codding, manager 

in charge, demonstrates how to 

use a fog machine to disinfect 

gym equipment Thursday at The 

Ridge Athletic Club in Bozeman. 

RIGHT: Every other cardio 

machine displays a sign saying it 

is unavailable in order to promote 

social distancing.
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Sweet Pea postpones festival, plans other events

RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

Hundreds of kids ran in the Sweet Pea Parade in August 2019.

In recent years, Sweet Pea has brought 
more than 15,000 people to Lindley Park.
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Health officials 
prepare for 
Yellowstone’s 
reopening

“For the 
national 
park service 
to open the 
park, that 
comes with 
significant 
public 
health risk.”

— Matt Kelley, 
Gallatin County 
health officer
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