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ATLANTA (AP) — Prose-
cutors brought murder charges 
Wednesday against the white 
Atlanta police officer who shot 
Rayshard Brooks in the back, 
saying that the black man 
posed no deadly threat and 
that the officer kicked him and 
offered no medical treatment 
for over 2 minutes as he lay dy-
ing on the ground.

Brooks was holding a stun 
gun he had snatched from 
officers but was running away 
and was 18 feet, 3 inches from 
Officer Garrett Rolfe when 
Rolfe opened fire, District 
Attorney Paul Howard said in 
announcing the charges five 
days after the killing outside 
a Wendy’s restaurant rocked 
the city.

“I got him!” the district at-
torney quoted Rolfe as saying.

The felony murder charge 
against Rolfe carries life in 
prison or the death penalty, if 
prosecutors choose to seek it. 
He was also charged with 10 
other offenses punishable by 
decades behind bars.

“We’ve concluded at the 
time that Mr. Brooks was 
shot that he did not pose an 

immediate threat of death,” 
Howard said.

A second officer 
with Rolfe, Devin 
Brosnan, stood on 
a wounded Brooks’ 
shoulder as he 
struggled for his life, 
Howard said. Brosnan 
was charged with ag-
gravated assault and 
other offenses but is cooperat-

ing with prosecutors and will 
testify, according to the district 

attorney, who said 
it was the first time 
in 40 such cases in 
which an officer has 
come forward to do 
this. 

Rolfe was fired 
after shooting, while 
Brosnan was placed 

on leave.

An attorney for Tomika 
Miller, Brooks’ widow, 
welcomed the prosecutor’s 
decision and said Miller wasn’t 
aware of many of the details 
released Wednesday, such as 
Brooks being kicked.

“It’s heartbreaking, but it’s an 
attempt to redefine justice,” L. 
Chris Stewart said.

The news came as Republi-
cans on Capitol Hill unveiled a 
package of police reform mea-
sures and the movement to get 
rid of Confederate monuments 
and other racially offensive 
symbols reached America’s 
breakfast table, with the maker 
of Aunt Jemima syrup and 
pancake mix dropping the 
131-year-old brand.

The shooting sparked new 
demonstrations in Georgia’s 
capital against police brutality, 
after occasionally turbulent 
protests in response to George 
Floyd’s death in Minneapolis 
had largely simmered down. 
Atlanta Police Chief Erika 
Shields resigned less than 24 
hours after Brooks died, and the 
Wendy’s restaurant was burned.

By PERRIN STEIN

Chronicle Staff Writer

T
he U.S. Senate 
passed a 
landmark 

conservation bill on 
Wednesday. The Great 
American Outdoors 
Act provides $9.5 
billion to address 
deferred maintenance 
on public lands and 
puts $900 million 
annually from oil 
and gas royalties into 
the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund.

Montana Sens. Steve 
Daines and Jon Tester, both 
bill sponsors, celebrated its 
success on Wednesday.

“Today, this is about 
protecting our Montanan 
outdoor way of life for future 
generations and it increases 
public access to our public 
lands in addition to support-
ing our national parks and 
really preserving and protect-
ing our western heritage,” 
said Daines, a Bozeman 
Republican who’s running for 
reelection.

Tester said he and dozens 
of conservation groups and 

businesses have worked 
for years on the 

Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund, which provides 
grants for places like fishing 
access sites, swimming pools 
and parks.

“It helps ensure Montana 
is the last best place and that 
it stays the last best place,” 
Tester, a Big Sandy Demo-
crat, said. “Today, the Senate 
passed legislation making a 
significant and long-overdue 
investment in those special 
places.”

The Senate conducted a se-
ries of procedural votes over 

the last week on the bill be-
fore passing the bill 73-25 on 
Wednesday. The broad sup-
port in the Senate indicates 
the bill had bipartisan appeal, 
and President Donald Trump 
has said he’ll sign it. But there 
are pockets of opposition.

The Land and Water 
Conservation Fund provides 
money for projects that 
include federal land acquisi-
tions, a sticking point for 
some lawmakers. Others were 
worried about the large price 
tag. A handful said LWCF is 
biased against coastal areas 
and unsuccessfully tried to 

push through an amendment 
that would have allocated 
additional LWCF money to 
restoring the Gulf Coast.

Some political and con-
servation groups are criticiz-
ing Daines’ work on the act, 
calling it a blatant attempt to 
win over voters as he faces 
a tough reelection contest 
against Democratic Gov. 
Steve Bullock.

The Montana Democratic 
Party sent out several news 
releases listing instances 
when Daines failed to 
wholeheartedly support 
environmental causes and 
has launched a website and 
digital advertising campaign 
that calls out Daines’ record 
on public lands issues.

Whitney Tawney, deputy 
director of Montana Con-
servation Voters, which has 
long criticized Daines’ actions 
on LWCF, said in the group 
hopes “this is the beginning 
of a real trend, not a one-off 
election-year lift.”

Bullock’s campaign re-
leased a statement saying he’s 
glad to see the bill pass the 
Senate but that it shouldn’t 
have taken so long.

“While I also applaud Steve 
Daines’ efforts in helping get 
this across the finish line, 
Montanans deserve leader-
ship that stands up for public 
lands and the best interests of 
the people of our state every 
day — not just in election 
years,” Bullock said.

By SHAYLEE RAGAR

Chronicle Staff Writer

Gov. Steve Bullock announced 
Wednesday a new loan deferment 
program for businesses affected 
by COVID-19, but first reminded 
Montanans that the virus is still a 
threat.

Montana has seen a steady 
increase in confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 since the end of May, 
after the number had largely 
plateaued during a 
statewide lockdown. 
Many states around 
the country are also 
experiencing a surge.

On Wednesday, 
Montana added 18 
new cases, the largest 
increase in a single 
day since April 8. 
The state now counts 630 cases, 72 
of which are active. Another person 
died of the virus on Tuesday in Big 
Horn County, bringing total deaths 
to 20.

Bullock and public health officials 
have said in the past the number 
of cases would rise as restrictions 
on businesses and public gathering 
places are lifted. Bullock said 
Wednesday that trend is likely to 
continue.

By MELISSA LOVERIDGE

Chronicle Staff Writer

It’s only three weeks old, but Boze-
man United for Racial Justice already 
has had a big impact.

The organization, along with 
Montana State University’s Black Stu-
dent Union and the Montana Racial 
Equity Project, was instrumental in 
organizing the June 5 National Day 
of Action, which drew thousands of 
people into downtown to protest.

“We started out of this whirlwind 
movement that’s happening right now 
in our country where folks are turn-
ing out to support Black lives,” said 
Liam Brown, one of BURJ’s organiz-
ers and an Asian American Bozeman 
resident. “We realized that there was 
space and need for this kind of action 
to happen in Bozeman and there 
wasn’t really an organization set up to 
mobilize like this, and so we formed.”

Officer who shot Rayshard Brooks charged with felony murder

AP

Children take in the burned Wendy’s location in Atlanta on Monday 

where Rayshard Brooks, a 27-year-old black man, was fatally shot by a 

white Atlanta police officer Friday night. 
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Cactus Records shows off a “Say Their 

Names” poster in support of Black Lives 

Matter on Friday in Bozeman.
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A BIG STEP
■ U.S. Senate passes major public lands bill
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Birds perch on the reeds during a rainy day at Cherry River Fishing 

Access on Wednesday in Bozeman.
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