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By The Associated Press

A second experimental COVID-19 
vaccine — this one from Moderna Inc. — 
yielded extraordinarily strong early results 
Monday, another badly needed dose of 
hope as the pandemic enters a 
terrible new phase.

Moderna said its vaccine 
appears to be 94.5% effective, ac-
cording to preliminary data from 
an ongoing study. A week ago, 
competitor Pfizer Inc. announced 
its own vaccine looked 90% effec-
tive — news that puts both com-
panies on track to seek permission within 
weeks for emergency use in the U.S.

The results are “truly striking,” said 
Dr. Anthony Fauci, the government’s top 
infectious-diseases expert. “The vaccines 
that we’re talking about, and vaccines to 

come, are really the light at the end of the 
tunnel.”

A vaccine can’t come fast enough, as 
virus cases topped 11 million in the U.S. 
over the weekend — 1 million of them 
recorded in just the past week — and 
governors and mayors are ratcheting up 

restrictions ahead of Thanks-
giving. The outbreak has killed 
more than 1.3 million people 
worldwide, over 246,000 of 
them in the U.S.

Stocks rallied on Wall Street 
and around the world on rising 
hopes that the global economy 
could start returning to normal 

in the coming months. The Dow Jones 
Industrial Average gained more than 470 
points, or 1.6%, to close at a record high 
of over 29,950. Moderna stock was up 
almost 10%.

By PERRIN STEIN

Chronicle Staff Writer

Gallatin County hit yet an-
other daily record for coronavi-
rus cases over the weekend.

On Sunday, the health 
department reported 349 new 
cases, marking the first time the 
county has exceeded 300 cases 
in a single day.

The health department tal-
lied 79 cases on Monday, which 
was well below the seven-day 
rolling average of 184 cases per 
day.

By Monday, about 17% — or 
983 — of the total cases the 
county has had since the pan-
demic began were active.

As cases increase, hospi-
talizations are also climbing. 
The county reported 28 active 
hospitalizations on Monday, a 
daily record. The Montana De-
partment of Public Health and 
Human Services said Monday 
that Bozeman Health Deacon-
ess Hospital and Big Sky Medi-
cal Center were both more than 
90% full.

The surge in hospitaliza-
tions is particularly challenging 
because Bozeman Health is 
experiencing staffing shortages 
that have forced the organiza-
tion to ask employees who may 
have been exposed to the virus 
to return to work after seven 
days of quarantine instead of 
the recommended 14 days.

The rate of tests coming 
back positive is also increas-
ing, an indication that the 
county needs to expand testing 
to avoid missing a significant 
number of COVID-19 cases. By 
the end of last week, the posi-
tivity rate had reached 21.3%.

It would be difficult for the 
county to conduct more test-
ing because the state’s testing 

system is so strained that it is 
taking upwards of a week, in 
some cases, for test results to be 
returned.

The health de-
partment is having 
trouble managing 
the ongoing surge 
in cases and has 
had to scale back 
its contact tracing 
efforts.

In a news confer-
ence on Friday, 
Gallatin City-
County Health 
Officer Matt Kelley 
called the virus’ 
spread “rapid” and 
“uncontrolled.” He 
also cautioned that 
the situation would 
likely get worse in 
the coming weeks.

“We will get through this, but 

we have months ahead of us 
before we get to that brighter 
future,” he said.

Gallatin County 
isn’t alone in 
experiencing a 
COVID-19 spike. 
Cases, hospitaliza-
tions and deaths 
are rising across 
Montana.

As of Monday, 
the state had 20,009 
active cases, mean-
ing about 42% of 
the total number 
of cases Montana 
had since it first 
reported a case in 
March were active.

The state also 
had 453 active 
hospitalizations on 

Monday. Two hospitals — St. 
Peter’s Health in Helena and St. 

Vincent Healthcare in Billings 
— were full.

Over the weekend, Montana 
surpassed 500 COVID-19 
deaths. By Monday, the death 
toll had reached 522. Gallatin 
County has had 13 of those 
deaths.

In a news release marking 
the grim milestone, Gov. Steve 
Bullock urged Montanans to 
follow public health rules, prac-
tice social distancing, wear a 
mask and stay home whenever 
possible.

“Communities across our 
state are deeply feeling the 
impact of this virus, now more 
than we’ve seen before, and 
families are facing a holiday 
season without the ones they 
love most,” he said.

Perrin Stein can be reached at 
pstein@dailychronicle.com or at 
582-2648.

By LIZ WEBER

Chronicle Staff Writer

The Bozeman School Board 
pulled back from its middle school 
reopening plan, citing staffing chal-
lenges as the number of COVID-19 
cases continues to increase in the 
county.

During a special meeting Mon-
day, the board voted unanimously 
to postpone the middle schools’ 
transition to five days of in-person 
learning, which was planned for 
Nov. 23. The board will reconsider 
the move in January.

During the meeting, the district’s 
deputy superintendents urged the 
board to postpone the move.

“This recommendation is not 
provided lightly,” said Marilyn 
King, deputy superintendent of 
instruction.

Casey Bertram, deputy su-
perintendent of curriculum and 
technology, said staffing challenges 
were a key factor in the administra-
tion’s recommendation. He said the 
district is experiencing significant 
daily staffing challenges.

A move to five days of in-person 
learning for the middle schools 
would intensify those challenges, 
particularly in the special educa-
tion programs, according to the 
recommendation made by the 
deputy superintendents.
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Second vaccine shows striking success
AP
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‘More people may die’: Biden urges Trump to aid transition

AP

President-elect Joe Biden speaks about economic recovery at 

The Queen theater on Monday in Wilmington, Del.
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WILMINGTON, Del. (AP) 
— President-elect Joe Biden on 
Monday warned of dire con-
sequences if President Donald 
Trump and his administration 
continue to refuse to coordinate 
with his transition team 
on the coronavirus 
pandemic and block 
briefings on national 
security, policy issues 
and vaccine plans.

The remarks marked 
Biden’s toughest 
comments to date on 
Trump’s failure to acknowledge 
his election loss and cooperate 
with the incoming administra-
tion for a peaceful transfer of 
power.

“More people may die if we 
don’t coordinate,” Biden told re-
porters during a news conference 
in Wilmington, Delaware.

Biden and his aides have em-
phasized the importance of being 

briefed on White House 
efforts to control the 
pandemic and distribute 
prospective vaccines. 
The Trump administra-
tion is working on its 
own distribution plan, 
while Biden’s chief of 

staff indicated his transition team 
will proceed with their own plan-
ning separately because of the 
obstruction.
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County tops 300 cases in single day

RACHEL LEATHE/ CHRONICLE

A sign directs visitors to the emergency room on Nov. 12 at Bozeman Health Deaconess Hospital.

As of Monday, 
the state had 
20,009 active 

cases, meaning 
about 42% of the 
total number of 
cases Montana 
had since it first 
reported a case 
in March were 

active.
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By LIZ WEBER

Chronicle Staff Writer

Bozeman Schools Superintendent 
Bob Connors remains on administra-
tive leave after the school board held 
a closed executive session Monday 
evening to discuss his performance.

But no new details on why Con-
nors has been placed on leave have 
been made public.

The school board scheduled a 
performance evalu-
ation of Connors 
after placing him 
on administra-
tive leave earlier 
this month, citing 
an alleged policy 
violation.

Chairperson San-
dy Wilson moved 
Monday’s meeting 
to an executive ses-
sion, closing it to the public.

“I have determined that the fol-
lowing discussion relates to a matter 
of individual privacy that clearly ex-
ceeds the merits of public disclosure,” 
Wilson said.

Connors

Bozeman super 
remains on leave
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