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WASHINGTON (AP) 
— The proportion of 
Americans without health 
insurance edged up in 2018 
— the first evidence from 
the government that cover-
age gains under President 
Barack Obama’s health 
care law might be eroding 
under President Donald 
Trump.

The Census Bureau also 
said in an annual report 
Tuesday that household 
income rose last year at its 
slowest pace in four years 
and finally matched its 
previous peak set in 1999. 
Median household income 

increased 0.9% in 2018 to an 
inflation-adjusted $63,179, 
from $62,626 in 2017.

The data suggest that the 
current economic expan-
sion, now the longest on re-
cord at more than 10 years, 
is still struggling to provide 
widespread benefits to the 
U.S. population. Solid gains 

in household incomes 
over the past four years 
have returned the median 
only to where it was two 
decades ago. And despite 
strong growth last year in 
the number of Americans 
working full time and 
year-round, the number of 
people with private health 

insurance remained flat.
The Census report found 

that 27.5 million people, 
8.5% of the population, 
lacked health insurance 
coverage in 2018. That was 
an increase of 1.9 million 
uninsured, or 0.5 percent-
age point.

One bright spot in the 
report was that the pov-
erty rate fell for a fourth 
straight year to 11.8%, its 
lowest point since 2001. 
The proportion of house-
holds led by women that 
were poor reached a record 
low.

By KATHERYN HOUGHTON
Chronicle Staff Writer

Homeowners will pay a 
little more taxes than ex-
pected to pay for repairs to 
the Bogert Park pavilion and 
increase wages for the city’s 
lowest-paid employees.

City commissioners ap-
proved 187 total mill levies 
with a 3-2 vote Monday. That 
will collect more than $23.5 
million in property taxes for 
the 2020 budget year.

That’s $224,507 more than 
estimated in Bozeman’s ap-
proved budget.

“Now that we’ve received 
our certified values, some 
things have changed,” Boze-
man Finance Director Kristin 
Donald said as she presented 
the numbers to commission-
ers Monday.

The median property value 
in Bozeman jumped from 
$292,000 last year to $345,000, 
according to data from the 
Montana Department of 
Revenue. That’s an increase 
of 21%.

Higher value means higher 
taxes.

The city’s finalized mills 
will now cost someone with a 
median-priced home $904 — 
up from the $895 estimate.

The majority of commis-
sioners opted to leave the 
same number of mills on the 
table as initially planned to 
collect that additional money. 
Most of that will go toward 
the Bogert pavilion repair.

The iconic pavilion that 
hosts ice skating in the winter 
and the Bogert Farmers Mar-
ket in the summer partially 
collapsed in March. A study 
found part of its beams rotted 
over time and city staff said 
there hadn’t been ongoing 
pavilion maintenance.

The city already carved 
out $200,000 to repair the 
structure in its budget. But 
that falls short of the $650,000 
plan commissioners picked to 
restore the pavilion.

The additional taxes col-
lected will also help close the 
$15,000 gap remaining in the 
city’s effort to bring all city 
employees to a $14-an-hour 
minimum wage for the year.

On the argument Boze-

man residents already have 
an increasing cost of living, 
Commissioner I-Ho Pomeroy 
tried to swing commissioners 
to roll back the mills to collect 
the money in its 
original budget.

“A lot of 
Bozemanites are 
struggling finan-
cially,” Pomeroy 
said. “So why 
not take this op-
portunity to give 
them a little bit 
of a break.”

Commis-
sioner Jeff Krauss 
backed Pome-
roy’s request. He 
said he didn’t 
think the com-
mission should 
look toward 
taxes to pay for the pavilion 
repair. Krauss called the par-
tial collapse a city failure.

“I think the money can be 
found; this is a very large bud-

get,” Krauss said, talking about 
making cuts elsewhere to pay 
for the repair.

The remaining three com-
missioners rejected Pomeroy’s 

request.
Commissioner 

Terry Cun-
ningham said he 
trusted the staff ’s 
recommendation 
to pay for the 
Bogert pavilion 
repair. He said 
the additional 
money doesn’t 
completely cover 
the project and 
it’s still uncertain 
whether insur-
ance will pick up 
any of the cost.

“The commu-
nity has told us 

that they would like to see that 
facility repaired, and repaired 
quickly and done right,” Cun-
ningham said.

Deputy Mayor Chris Mehl 

said the Bogert work is a 
one-time cost and the city 
shouldn’t cut other programs 
for the effort, adding Boze-
man shouldn’t put off more 
maintenance. He called the 
city’s taxes fair and pointed 
out they fall below typical col-
lections in similar cities.

As the final person to weigh 
in, Mayor Cyndy Andrus said 
she appreciated Pomeroy’s 
gesture but said the commis-
sion already discussed paying 
for the pavilion when it voted 
on the project in July.

“We’re in a community 
that’s growing and we have 
growing needs,” she said. “We 
have situations like Bogert 
pavilion that come up and we 
also want to make sure that 
we’re keeping employees that 
work hard.”

Katheryn Houghton can 
be reached at khoughton@
dailychronicle.com or at 582-
2628. Follow her on Twitter 
@K_Hought.

Court strikes 
down state 
law barring 
robocalls

HELENA (AP) — A federal appeals 
court ruled Tuesday that Montana can’t 
ban political robocalls based on their 
content alone, marking the latest in a 
string of court decisions against U.S. 
states that attempt to restrict automated 
phone calls promoting political cam-
paigns.

A three-judge panel of the 9th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that 
Montana’s law prohibiting political 
robocalls — recorded phone messages 
that advocate for a candidate or seek 
information for a political campaign — 
is a violation of the First Amendment’s 
free-speech protections.

The court has previously upheld other 
state laws that regulate robocalls, such 
as those that aim to protect consumers 
from scams, but those laws were based 
on how robocalls are made and not on 
what they say, the 
judges said.

“In particu-
lar, prohibiting 
political robo-
calls strikes at the 
heart of the First 
Amendment,” 
Judge Richard 
Paez wrote.

Unless an 
appeal changes 
the outcome, 
the ruling to 
restrict political 
robocalls based 
on content alone 
applies across the nine Western states 
within the 9th Circuit’s jurisdiction. It’s 
also in line with other court decisions 
across the nation, including an opinion 
by the 4th Circuit, which oversees four 
mid-Atlantic states and struck down a 
similar South Carolina law in 2015.

District courts in Wyoming and Ar-
kansas also have found political robocall 
laws in those states unconstitutional. 
The 7th Circuit, which covers three 
Midwestern states, upheld an Indiana 
anti-robocall law in 2017, but that court 
ruled Indiana’s statute did not discrimi-
nate by content — the law regulated 
who may be called, not the message.

Debra Bernard, a partner with the law 
firm Perkins Coie who last year wrote 
an article on political robocalls, said the 
U.S. Supreme Court may want to weigh 
in on the issue in the future, given the 
important constitutional question it 
addresses.
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Commissioners increase taxes for Bogert pavilion, higher wages

RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

An insurance company determined a rotten beam caused the partial roof collapse at the Bogert Pavillion.

‘Growing needs’

The median 
property value in 
Bozeman jumped 
from $292,000 last 
year to $345,000, 
according to data 
from the Montana 

Department of 
Revenue. That’s an 

increase of 21%. 

“”

Share of uninsured Americans rises for 1st time in decade

AP

in household incomes 

The Census report found that 27.5 million 
people, 8.5% of the population, lacked 

health insurance coverage in 2018. That was 
an increase of 1.9 million uninsured, or 0.5 

percentage point.
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“In particular, 
prohibiting 
political 
robocalls 
strikes at 
the heart 
of the First 
Amendment,” 
Judge Richard 
Paez wrote in 
the opinion.
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