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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The government outlined a 
sweeping plan Wednesday 
to make vaccines for 
COVID-19 available for free 
to all Americans when proven 
safe and effective, though 
a top public health official 
made clear that widespread 
vaccination of millions of 
Americans couldn’t come until 
well into next year.

In a  report to Congress and 
an accompanying “playbook” 
for states and localities, 
federal health agencies and 
the Defense Department 
sketched out complex plans 
for a vaccination campaign to 
begin gradually in January or 
even late this year, eventually 
ramping up to reach any 
American who wants a shot. 

President Donald Trump 
asserted Tuesday that a vaccine 
could be three to four weeks 
away. But the head of the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention told Congress 
Wednesday that it would take 
six to nine months after any 
shot’s approval to distribute it 
nationally. 

CDC Director Robert 
Redfield said any 
vaccine available 
in November or 
December would be in 
“very limited supply,” 
and reserved for first 
responders and people 
most vulnerable to 
COVID-19. The shot 
wouldn’t be broadly available 

until the spring or summer of 
2021, he estimated.

Redfield and 
other health officials 
testifying before the 
Senate Appropriations 
Committee also 
emphasized the 
effectiveness of 
masks in stopping the 

pandemic’s spread, given that 

no vaccine is 100% protective. 
The flu vaccine, for example, 
is generally about 40% to 60% 
effective against the annual 
viral strain.

Redfield, masked in the 
hearing room, said,”I might 
even go so far as to say that this 
face mask is more guaranteed 
to protect me against COVID 
than when I take a COVID 
vaccine.”

Trump has continued to 
downplay the effectiveness 
of masks in spite of the 
recommendations of his own 
health experts, mentioning 
Tuesday that waiters have 
struggled with their face 
coverings and do not like them.

The entire vaccine enterprise 
faces continued skepticism. 
Only about half of Americans 
said they’d get vaccinated in 
an Associated Press-NORC 
poll taken in May.  Since then, 
questions have only mounted 
about whether the government 
is trying to rush treatments 
and vaccines to help Trump’s 
reelection chances. 

By HELENA DORE

Chronicle Staff Writer

The Forest Service is 
reviewing objections to its 
plans to designate areas for 
conservation and recreation 
in the Custer Gallatin 
National Forest.

The Gallatin Forest 
Partnership, Montanans 
for Gallatin Wilderness 
and Citizens for Balanced 
Use all filed objections 
to the proposed 2020 
Land Management Plan, 
citing concerns over land 
designations and forest 
management. The objection 
period ended Sept. 8.

People who submitted 
“substantive formal comments” 
on the proposed plan can file 
as “interested persons” from 

Sept. 18 to Sept. 28. “Interested 
persons” can participate in 
objection resolution meetings 
with Forest Service officials. 
The meetings are tentatively 
scheduled for late fall or early 
winter.

The final version of the 
plan will likely go into effect 
in the spring of 2021.

The Gallatin Forest 
Partnership, a coalition of 
groups with conservation, 
recreation and economic 
interests that collaborated 

with the Forest Service 
during the planning process, 
took issue with several of the 
plan’s designations.

Emily Cleveland, a member 
of the coalition and the senior 
field director for the Montana 
Wilderness Association, 
said the remote, higher 
elevation areas of Hyalite 
Canyon didn’t get the level of 
protection she’d hoped for.

Hyalite Canyon was 
designated as a “recreation 
emphasis” area under the 

plan, meaning the Forest 
Service will permit a variety 
of uses — non-motorized and 
motorized.

Cleveland said the 
partnership wanted the remote 
sections of the canyon to be 
designated as “backcountry” 
areas. Backcountry areas will 
be managed to protect the 
undeveloped quality of the 
land, but won’t have the same 
restrictions as wilderness or 
recommended wilderness 
areas.

Cleveland said the 
partnership wanted to see a 
single unit of recommended 
wilderness surrounding the 
Yellowstone National Park 
border. “It’s just a matter of 
adjusting the boundary,” she 
said.

By LIZ WEBER

Chronicle Staff Writer

The Montana University System 
approved the $1.5 billion budget 
during Wednesday’s Board of Regents 
meeting, saying the campuses were in a 
strong position despite the coronavirus 
pandemic

The meeting, held on Zoom and 
livestreamed, painted a slight decline 
in enrollment and revenue across the 
university system, but planning experts 
said it was in a stronger 
financial standing than 
forecasted at the start 
of the COVID-19 
outbreak.

“While we have 
declining enrollments, and 
we’re going to have those across the 
campuses, I would paint the numbers 
we have in a positive light,” said Tyler 
Trevor, deputy commissioner for 
budget and planning with the Office 
of the Commissioner of Higher 
Education.

Trevor told the Chronicle that the 
university system budgeted to have less 
money this year when the pandemic 
started.

“One of the reasons is we’re expecting 
less tuition revenue because this is the 
COVID year and we expected to have 
fewer students,” he said.

By PERRIN STEIN

Chronicle Staff Writer

About 60 schools in Montana have 
had at least one case of COVID-19 
in a student or staff member since 
school started, Gov. Steve Bullock said 
Wednesday.

In K-12 schools specifically, 51 of 
the 147,000 students in Montana have 
tested positive for 
COVID-19.

The data is part 
of a new weekly 
update from the 
Department of 
Public Health and 
Human Services.

The update will 
include information 
about public and 
private schools and 
will be posted on 
the DPHHS website 
on Wednesdays.

For schools with 
more than 50 stu-
dents, the number 
of students who 
have tested positive, 
the number of staff 
who have tested 
positive and the 
school name will be 
reported. For schools with between 11 
and 50 students, the combined num-
ber of positive students and staff along 
with the school name will be reported. 
No data will be released on schools 
with fewer than 11 students.

U.S. unveils broad vaccine plan, but no quick rollout

AP

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Director Dr. Robert 

Redfield holds up his mask as he speaks at a Senate Appropriations 

subcommittee hearing Wednesday on Capitol Hill.

INSIDE

Biden trusts 

science, 

not Trump
PAGE A9

Bullock: State 
will release 
virus data 
from schools

For schools 
with more 
than 50 
students, 
the number 
of students 
who have 
tested 
positive, the 
number of 
staff who 
have tested 
positive and 
the school 
name will be 
reported. 
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■ Groups file objections over Custer Gallatin plan 

RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

Hyalite Creek runs down the canyon on Wednesday. Most of Hyalite Canyon was designated as a “recreation emphasis area” under the 

new forest plan for the Custer Gallatin National Forest.
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Coalition member Emily Cleveland was 
also concerned that the South Cottonwood 
area wasn’t included as part of the Hyalite 

“recreation emphasis” area. She said this could 
open it up to regular logging.
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