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The Associated Press

Pfizer said Wednesday that new test 
results show its coronavirus vaccine is 
95% effective, is safe and also protects 
older people most at risk of dying — the 
last data needed to seek emergency use 
of limited shot supplies as the catastroph-
ic outbreak worsens across the globe.

The announcement from Pfizer and its 
German partner BioNTech, just a week 
after they revealed the first promising 
preliminary results, comes as the team 
is preparing within days to formally ask 
U.S. regulators to allow emergency use 

of the vaccine. Anticipating that, a Food 
and Drug Administration advisory panel 
is on standby to publicly debate the data 
in early December.

The companies also have begun 
“rolling submissions” for the vaccine 
with regulators in Europe, the U.K. and 
Canada and soon will add this new data.

Pfizer and BioNTech had initially 
estimated the vaccine was more than 
90% effective after counting a group 
of the earliest infections that occurred 
in its final-stage testing. With the new 
announcement, they have accumulated 
more infections — 170 — and said only 
eight of them occurred in volunteers 
who got the actual vaccine rather than a 
comparison dummy shot. One of those 
eight developed severe disease, the com-
panies said.

By HELENA DORE

Chronicle Staff Writer

M
ontana 
officials 
amended 

and approved new 
regulations intended 
to reduce crowding 
on the Madison River 
at a virtual meeting 
Wednesday, wrapping 
up a three-year long 
process.

The Montana Fish and 
Wildlife Commission spent six 
hours Wednesday hearing pub-
lic comments and wrangling 
with proposed rules to limit 
commercial use on stretches of 
the Madison River. They voted 
unanimously to pass a version 
of the regulations drafted by 
Montana Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks officials that will go into 
place in three parts.

The first part is about gather-
ing data on noncommercial use 
and setting up a working group 
for the river. The second would 
put in place a cap on commer-
cial use and the third would 
test restricting certain uses on 

certain days.
“Madison River recreation 

management is one of those 
issues where developing a solu-
tion that makes everyone hap-
py is close to impossible,” said 
Eileen Ryce, FWP’s fisheries 
chief. “In developing a recom-
mendation, our goal was to try 
and find some middle ground 
or a moderate approach that 
addresses the major concerns 
raised in public comment.”

Now that the regulations 
have passed the commission, 
they will go to the secretary of 
state’s office for filing, accord-
ing to Becky Dockter, chief 
legal counsel for FWP. Com-

missioners said the rules would 
likely be filed by Dec. 15 and go 
into effect on Christmas Day.

FWP already drafted a series 
of rules reflecting recommen-
dations found in petitions from 
the Fishing Outfitters Associa-
tion of Montana (FOAM) and 
a coalition of the George Grant 
Chapter of Trout Unlimited, 
the Anaconda Sportsmen 
Association and the Skyline 
Sportsmen Association. The 
department collected more 
than 700 public comments on 
those proposals, then drafted 
its own set of recommenda-
tions.

COMBATING COVID-19

Pfizer: Virus vaccine 95% effective
■ Company will 
seek emergency use 
authorization soon
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Trump pushing new environmental rollbacks
BILLINGS (AP) — Down 

to its final weeks, the Trump 
administration is working 
to push through dozens of 
environmental rollbacks that 
could weaken century-old 
protections for migratory 
birds, expand Arctic drilling 
and hamstring future 
regulation of public health 
threats.

The pending changes, 
which benefit oil and gas and 
other industries, deepen the 
challenges for President-elect 

Joe Biden, who made restoring 
and advancing protections for 
the environment, climate and 
public health a core piece of 
his campaign. 

“We’re going to see a 
real scorched-earth effort 
here at the tail end of the 
administration,” said Brian 
Rutledge, a vice president at 
the National Audubon Society. 

The proposed changes cap 
four years of unprecedented 
environmental deregulation 
by President Donald Trump, 

whose administration has 
worked to fundamentally 
change how federal agencies 
apply and enforce the Clean 
Water Act, Clean Air Act and 
other protections. 

Most of the changes are 
expected to sail through 
the approval process, which 
includes the White House 
releasing the final version and 
publication in the Federal 
Register.

AP
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By NORA SHELLY

Chronicle Staff Writer

Bozeman city commissioners voted 
4-1 this week to approve the growth 
policy, which largely leans on in-
creased density, infill and expanding 
the city’s borders to manage growth 
over the next two decades.

The new growth policy replaces 
the 2009 community plan. The policy 
isn’t law by itself — it changes no 
zoning or building regulations — but 
it will be the basis for future land-use 
and development decisions. With 
Bozeman’s housing stock already 
straining the city’s needs and pro-
jected growth to add 
nearly 27,000 people 
through 2045, the 
plan emphasizes resi-
dential development 
within or close to the 
city limits coupled 
with nearby commercial and work-
place development.

“We cannot control our growth, 
but this growth policy gives us 
guidelines on how we can manage it 
...wisely,” said Commissioner I-Ho 
Pomeroy.

The plan also focuses on increasing 
multi-modal transportation options, 
creating walk-able neighborhoods, 
preserving parkland and open space 
and bolstering the city’s resiliency 
measures when it comes to impacts 
from things like climate change crises 
or, say, another global pandemic.

The two-year process to draft the 
plan came down to the wire during 
Tuesday’s meeting, when amend-
ments were added to include a new 
land use designation in the future-
looking land use map, slight wording 
changes and adding a graphic with 
information on “missing-middle 
housing,” which are housing types 
in between single-family homes and 
large apartment buildings.

Commission 
approves 
growth policy
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Finding middle ground
RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

Angler George Goodell casts into the Madison River on Oct. 21.

■ Officials approve plan for managing 
recreation on the Madison River

More MADISON  |  A7


