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PROVIDENCE, R.I. (AP) — As 
the world races to find a vaccine and 
a treatment for COVID-19, there is 
seemingly no antidote in sight for the 
burgeoning outbreak of coronavirus 
conspiracy theories, hoaxes, anti-
mask myths and sham cures.

The phenomenon, unfolding 
largely on social media, escalated this 
week when President Donald Trump 
retweeted a false 
video about an anti-
malaria drug being 
a cure for the virus 
and it was revealed 
that Russian intel-
ligence is spreading 
disinformation 
about the crisis 
through English-language websites.

Experts worry the torrent of bad 
information is dangerously under-
mining efforts to slow the virus, 
whose death toll in the U.S. hit 
150,000 Wednesday, by far the high-
est in the world, according to the tally 
kept by Johns Hopkins University. 
Over a half-million people have died 
in the rest of the world.

Hard-hit Florida reported 216 
deaths, breaking the single-day 
record it set a day earlier. And South 
Carolina’s death toll passed 1,500 this 
week, more than doubling over the 
past month.

“It is a real challenge in terms 
of trying to get the message to the 

public about what they can really 
do to protect themselves and what 
the facts are behind the problem., 
said Michael Osterholm, head of the 
University of Minnesota’s Center 
for Infectious Disease Research and 
Policy. 

By GAIL SCHONTZLER

Chronicle Staff Writer

While many universities 
across the nation are requiring 
students to get tested for the 
new coronavirus before they 
return to campus, Montana 
State University isn’t one of 
them.

And with less than 
two weeks to go before 
students start moving into 
dormitories, that has some 
parents worried.

From California to Alabama, 
Cornell University to Helena’s 
Carroll College, a growing 
number of campuses are 
requiring students to get tested 
for COVID-19 before they 
return to campus.

The Montana University 
System is consulting with 
public health officials, and 
its own epidemiological 
and medical experts, to 
determine the best approach, 
Karen Ogden, MUS 

communications, wrote 
in response to questions 
Wednesday.

The U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control’s 
guidelines “explicitly 
do not recommend 
comprehensive re-entry 
testing for students and 
employees,” Ogden said.

“We are focusing our 
resources and effort on rapid 
testing for any individuals 
who are symptomatic, and 
rapid contact tracing related to 

positive cases,” Ogden said.
One concerned out-of-state 

parent whose son will be a 
freshman at MSU this fall 

contacted the Chronicle to 
express alarm that the 
Bozeman campus isn’t 
requiring students to 
have virus tests before 

arriving.
“Students can leave home 

at any hotspot USA (Florida, 
Texas, California, Arizona, 
etc.) and be welcomed 
on campus without any 

precaution other than wearing 
a mask — including living in 
a shoebox dorm room with 
1 to 3 other students and 
sharing a public bathroom,” 
wrote the mother, who asked 
that her name not be used. “I 
find this shocking and deeply 
concerning…”

She pointed to private 
Carroll College, which 
announced Monday that its 
board of trustees has approved 
funding to test every student 
returning to campus this 
fall. Carroll is also requiring 
students to self-quarantine 
for 14 days before coming to 
campus.

“This is exciting news, 
and it will allow us to start 
the year with a clear picture 
of the COVID-19 status of 
all our students,” Carroll 
President John Cech, who 
formerly worked for Montana’s 
commissioner of higher 
education, said in a news 
release.

By PERRIN STEIN

Chronicle Staff Writer

Gov. Steve Bullock said Tuesday 
that his office is working with of-
ficials in nine “hotspot” counties 
— including Gallatin County — to 
determine if additional local restric-
tions are needed to curb the spread 
of the coronavirus.

He did not specify what those 
measures might be or if they would 
come from his office or local health 
departments.

“I know that capacity to get our 
hands around this virus in some of 
these communities is actually get-
ting difficult,” Bullock said. “We’ll 
be working with local public health 
officers in the upcoming days to 
determine if additional common-
sense measures should be taken to 
both deploy 
additional 
resources 
and/or steps 
to limit the 
spread.”

In June and 
July, 80% of 
the state’s cas-
es have been 
in Big Horn, 
Cascade, Flat-
head, Gallatin, 
Lake, Lewis 
and Clark, 
Madison, 
Missoula and 
Yellowstone 
counties.

Younger 
people are 
contributing significantly to the 
recent increase in cases, Bullock said. 
Those younger than 40 comprise 
75% of Gallatin County cases. In 
Yellowstone and Missoula counties, 
more than half of cases are in those 
younger than 40.

Nineteen percent of Yellowstone 
County cases are connected to as-
sisted living or long-term care facili-
ties. An outbreak at Canyon Creek 
Memory Care in Billings has led to 
the deaths of 15 residents.

The state recently provided contact 
tracing support to Yellowstone 
County where local resources are 
stretched thin.

The state is in regular contact with 
local health departments and will 
work to provide them with the as-
sistance they need, Bullock said.

Virus misinformation proving highly contagious U.S. agents to  pull back in 
Portland, stay on standby

PORTLAND, Ore. 
(AP) — Federal agents 
who have been guarding 
the U.S. courthouse during 
violent protests in down-
town Portland, Oregon, 
will begin withdrawing 
in the next 24 hours, Gov. 
Kate Brown said Wednes-
day, though Trump 
administration officials 
said some would remain in 
the building and the entire 
contingent would stay in 
the city on standby.

While each side de-
clared victory in the politi-
cal fight that the deploy-
ment touched off, it was 
not clear if the complex 
agreement would reduce 
tensions on the streets of 
Portland, where protests 
have been staged nightly 
for more than two months. 
Many demonstrators 
are peaceful, but smaller 

numbers have thrown 
fireworks, flares, rocks 
and ball bearing at federal 
agents, used green lasers 
to blind them and spread 
graffiti over the face of the 
Mark O. Hatfield Federal 
Courthouse.

The deal also seemed 
likely to further muddle 
the situation by adding yet 
another law enforcement 
agency to the mix — the 
Oregon State Police. 

President Donald 
Trump earlier this month 
sent agents to the city from 
the U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection, U.S. 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement, and the U.S. 
Marshals Service as pro-
tests against racial injustice 
increasingly targeted 
federal property.

AP

Steve, right, and Chris Brophy, owners of Brickley’s Ice Cream, look out from the 

store they closed after teenage workers were harassed by customers who refused 

to wear a mask or socially distance Wednesday in Wakefield, R.I.
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MSU not requiring test for students

Graduate student Justin Williams walks along Grant Street through Montana State’s campus on July 27. (Rachel Leathe/Chronicle)

Bullock: Hotspots 
concerning, more 
restrictions possible

COMBATING COVID-19

“Students can leave home at any hotspot 
USA (Florida, Texas, California, Arizona, etc.) 
and be welcomed on campus without any 
precaution other than wearing a mask — 
including living in a shoebox dorm room 
with 1 to 3 other students and sharing a 

public bathroom,” wrote the mother, who 
asked that her name not be used. “I find this 

shocking and deeply concerning…”

contacted the Chronicle to 

arriving.

Wednesday, the 
state reported 
201 new cases 
for a total of 
1,410 active 
cases with 59 
hospitalizations. 
A total of 3,676 
Montanans 
have tested 
positive for 
COVID-19 since 
the pandemic 
began.
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