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A construction company 
building a luxury resort in 
Big Sky confirmed Thursday 
that 116 workers there tested 
positive for the coronavirus this 
month.

The outbreak at the $400 
million Montage Big Sky in 
the Spanish Peaks Mountain 
Club is among the largest in 
Montana.

The majority of the workers 
who tested positive are located 
in Gallatin County. Others live 
in Carbon, Lewis and Clark, 
Missoula, Park and Yellowstone 
counties, according to Depart-
ment of Public Health and 
Human Services spokesperson 
Jon Ebelt.

Additional counties may 
be involved as state and local 
officials are still investigating 
the outbreak and identifying 
associated cases, Ebelt said.

Suffolk Construction, the 

company leading the work at 
the Montage Big Sky, hired a 
private lab to conduct volun-
tary testing of workers at the 
site beginning on July 8.

Use of the private lab posed 
challenges for local health 
departments as they worked to 
get complete and accurate data 
about the tests, said Gallatin 
City-County Health Officer 
Matt Kelley.

Kelley said the health depart-
ment wasn’t aware of Suffolk’s 
testing initiative until after it 

had begun. He also said the 
results from the private lab 
weren’t validated by the state, 
which made it difficult to track, 
interpret and respond to them.

At first, Suffolk did its own 
contact tracing for the cases 
rather than local health depart-
ments, as is typical, Kelley 
said. In some cases, the health 
department didn’t know where 
individuals who had tested 
positive were living, making it 
hard to follow up later.

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Donald Trump, lagging in 
the polls and grappling with 
deepening economic and public 
health crises, on Thursday floated 
the startling idea of delaying the 
Nov. 3 presidential election. The 
notion drew immediate pushback 
from Democrats and Republicans 
alike in a nation that has held 
itself up as a beacon to the world 
for its history of peaceful transfer 
of power.

Trump suggested the delay as he 
pushed unsubstantiated allega-
tions that increased mail-in voting 
due to the coronavirus pandemic 
would result in fraud. But shifting 
Election Day is virtually impos-
sible and the very idea repre-
sented another bracing attempt by 

Trump to undermine confidence 
in the American political system.

The date of the presidential 
election — the Tuesday after the 
first Monday in November in 
every fourth year — is enshrined 
in federal law and would require 
an act of Congress to change.

Top Republicans in Congress 
quickly rebuffed Trump’s sug-
gestion. Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell said the elec-
tion date is set in stone and House 
GOP leader Kevin McCarthy said 
the election “should go forward” 
as planned. Regardless, the Con-
stitution makes no provisions for 
a delay in the end of Trump’s term 
— noon on Jan. 20, 2021. 
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As the number of 
coronavirus cases grows, 
Gallatin City-County Health 
Officer Matt Kelley said 
Thursday that the health 
department will continue to 
monitor the virus and work 
with the state to determine 
if additional restrictions are 
necessary.

He said no specific local 
rules are being discussed.

“If there were an easy 
solution, we would have 
implemented it by now,” he 
said. “These are complex 
decisions that involve a lot 
of people and require a lot of 
consideration because there 
are significant side effects on 
businesses, the economy and 
the community.”

Kelley’s comments come a 
day after Gov. Steve Bullock 
announced that his office is 
coordinating with officials in 
nine “hotspot” 
counties — 
including Gallatin 
County — to 
decide if local 
rules are needed 
to slow the spread 
of COVID-19.

Even though 
the nine counties 
are of concern, 
Kelley said 
they can’t be 
considered alone.

“I’m concerned 
that if we just do 
something in Gallatin County, 
there won’t be an impact,” he 
said. “What happens elsewhere 
affects us, so I am glad to see 
that we are thinking about a 
statewide strategy, but I would 
also like to see more of a 
national approach.”

Younger people have 
contributed significantly to 
the recent increase in cases 
in Gallatin County. They also 
have more close contacts than 
those who are older, indicating 
they are gathering in larger 

groups.
“This is a big 

problem, but 
there is no simple 
solution,” Kelley 
said.

Restrictions 
that might seem 
to disrupt this 
pattern, such as 
closing bars, might 
be ineffective 
because young 
people could find 
other places to 

gather, he said.
Instead of closing businesses, 

the health department is 
working with bars to ensure 
they follow state and local 
guidelines for social distancing, 
sanitation and mask-wearing. 
The health department is also 

visiting businesses to monitor 
compliance.

The state implemented a 
mask mandate two weeks 
ago, and last week, the county 
enacted its own, slightly more 

stringent mask requirement. 
Kelley said it is too soon to 
know whether the restriction 
has helped limit the spread of 
the virus.

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
coronavirus pandemic sent the U.S. 
economy plunging by a record-shat-
tering 32.9% annual rate last quarter 
and is still inflicting damage across the 
country, squeezing already struggling 
businesses and forcing a wave of layoffs 
that shows no sign of abating.

The economy’s collapse in the April-
June quarter, stunning in its speed and 
depth, came as a resurgence of the viral 
outbreak has pushed businesses to 
close for a second time in many areas. 
The government’s 
estimate of the second-
quarter fall in the gross 
domestic product has 
no comparison since 
records began in 1947. 
The previous worst 
quarterly contraction 
— at 10%, less than 
a third of what was reported Thurs-
day — occurred in 1958 during the 
Eisenhower administration.

Soon after the government issued 
the bleak economic data, President 
Donald Trump diverted attention by 
suggesting a “delay” in the Nov. 3 presi-
dential election, based on his unsub-
stantiated allegations that widespread 
mail-in voting will result in fraud. 
The dates of presidential elections are 
enshrined in federal law and would 
require an act of Congress to change. 

So steep was the economic fall last 
quarter that most analysts expect a 
sharp rebound for the current July-
September period. But with coronavi-
rus cases rising in the majority of states  
and the Republican Senate proposing 
to scale back aid to the unemployed, 
the pain is likely to continue and po-
tentially worsen in the months ahead.

The plunge in GDP “underscores 
the unprecedented hit to the economy 
from the pandemic,” said Andrew 
Hunter, senior U.S. economist at 
Capital Economics. “We expect it will 
take years for that damage to be fully 
recovered.”
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President floats idea of election delay, a virtual impossibility
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Miami-Dade 

County 

Department of 

Elections 

employee 

Elizabeth Prieto 

gathers vote-by-

mail ballots for 

the Aug. 18 

primary election 

as the canvassing 

board meets to 

verify ballot 

signatures at the 

Miami-Dade 

County Elections 

Department on 

Thursday in 

Doral, Fla.
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plunge, bleak 
jobs numbers 
reveal virus toll
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116 at Big Sky construction site test positive
All of the workers who tested 

positive were asymptomatic 

and had passed a 

temperature check before 

testing positive, according to 

Suffolk Construction. After 

the results came back, the 

workers were sent home to 

self-isolate and their close 

contacts were notified. 
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‘No easy solution’
Officials continue to monitor virus, consider other restrictions

PHOTOS BY RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

TOP: Two pedestrians pull up their masks as they make their way 

down North Black Avenue on Thursday in downtown Bozeman. 

ABOVE: Friends Emily Jeske and Maggie Kleinhans pass by a mask-

wearing mannequin as they leave Evergreen Clothing.

I’m concerned 
that if we just 

do something in 
Gallatin County, 
there won’t be 

an impact.
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GALLATIN CITYCOUNTY 
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