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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Senate Republicans rejected 
an effort Wednesday to begin 
debate on the big infrastructure 
deal that a bipartisan group 
of senators brokered with 
President Joe Biden. But 
supporters in both parties 
remained hopeful of a better 
chance soon.

Democratic Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer of New York 
had scheduled the procedural 
vote that he described as a 
step to “get the ball rolling” as 
talks progress. But Republicans 
mounted a filibuster, saying the 
bipartisan group needed more 
time to wrap up the deal and 
review the details. They sought a 
delay until Monday.

“We have made significant 
progress and are close to a final 
agreement,” the informal group 
of 22 senators, Republicans 
and Democrats, said in a joint 
statement after the vote. 

They said they were working 
to “get this critical legislation 
right” and were optimistic they 
could finish up “in the 

coming days.”
The nearly $1 trillion measure 

over five years includes about 
$579 billion in new spending 
on roads, broadband and other 
public works projects — a first 
phase of Biden’s infrastructure 
agenda, to be followed by a 
much broader $3.5 trillion 
second measure from 
Democrats next month.

The party-line vote was 51-49 
against proceeding, far short 
of the 60 “yes” votes needed to 
get past the Republicans’ block. 
The Democratic leader switched 
his vote to “no” at the end, a 
procedural step that would allow 
him to move to reconsider. 

By ALEX MILLER

Chronicle Staff Writer

The Big Sky Country State 
Fair launched this week for 
the first time since 2019, 
filled with new spectacles, 
events and perhaps the most 
famous bird in America.

The fair opened 
Wednesday, and will run 
until Sunday at 6 p.m. 
Fairgoers will be able to 
enjoy the sprawling event 
an hour earlier than normal, 
with the fair opening at 
11 a.m. everyday rather than 
at noon as in years past.

Dennis Voeller, general 
manager of the Gallatin 
County Fairgrounds, said 
he was pleased to be able 
to bring the fair back for 
2021. Getting the fair off 
the ground wasn’t easy, with 
concerns of actually having 
the event hanging in the air 
as recently as March.

“Nobody was sure how the 
world was going to recover 
from this,” Voeller said.

The fair features more 
of almost everything. 
There is no shortage of 
food offerings, with 20 
food vendors — which 
Amanda Hartman, a fair 
spokesperson, said is the 
most the fair has ever 
offered.

Livestock will stick around 

all week during 4-H events, 
another first for this year’s 
fair, Hartman said. The brand 
new Silver Bullet Stage, right 
next to the Anderson Arena, 
offers local musicians a stage 
of their own.

By NORA SHELLY

Chronicle Staff Writer

Bozeman city commissioners rejected a 
proposal for a controversial development 
in northeast Bozeman on Tuesday.

City commissioners brought up 
concerns about plans to only provide one 
means of public access to the Bridger 
Meadows development and the developer’s 
request to reduce the required setback, or 
buffer, from nearby watercourses. They 
voted down the planned unit development 
for the project 4-1.

The project, which proposed 16 homes, 
was requesting six relaxations from city 
code including the watercourse setbacks 
and only having one public access point. 
The other four were to allow for a longer-
than-average block length and a narrower 
street width, a cul-de-sac and only having 
a sidewalk on one side of the street.

City commissioners voted in 2018 
to annex the roughly 12-acre property 
into the city and zoned it for residential 
development. The developers were 
proposing to develop just under 40% of the 
land on the property, 
with 7.15 acres of 
it planned to be a 
wildlife refuge and 
wetland preservation 
site.

City Manager 
Jeff Mihelich said 
though some of the 
requested relaxations 
should only be 
considered in rare 
circumstances, the 
city feels they make 
sense in this case.

The development 
would not be 
possible without 
the requested 
relaxations, Mihelich 
said.

“It has, pretty significant wetland on the 
side, and also has limited access, so the 
relaxations ... are necessary in this case, 
to protect the wetland, to provide greater 
access to the site, block length and so on, 
or else candidly, the property would be 
more or less un-developable,” Mihelich 
said. “Without the relaxations we really 
think this property would be planned in 
a less effective way and certainly with less 
home.”

The plans were met with pushback 
from some nearby residents, several 
of whom who spoke Tuesday. Some 
mentioned concerns about the impact 
development would have on their homes 
and groundwater in the area. Others cited 
concerns about the access road going near 
their homes.

Developer Thomas Murphy said they 
requested some of the relaxations with 
the goal of protecting wetlands on the 
property.

Without the relaxations, Murphy said 
the other option would be to fill in some of 
the wetlands and move them elsewhere.

Massive infrastructure bill fails first vote; Senate to try again

AP

Workers repair a park near the Capitol in Washington on Wednesday , as 

senators struggle to reach a compromise over how to pay for nearly $1 

trillion in public works spending.

The party-line vote 
was 51-49 against 

proceeding, far short 
of the 60 “yes” votes 
needed to get past 

the Republicans’ 
block. 
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BIGGER THAN EVER

■ Big Sky Country State Fair kicks off in Bozeman

PHOTOS BY EMMA SMITH/CHRONICLE

TOP: A kid screams on a ride as 

it drops at the Gallatin County 

Fair on Wednesday. ABOVE: 

People line up outside the ticket 

booths. RIGHT: Children sit on 

mats and go down a slide.
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Controversial 
development 
is voted down

The project, 
which 
proposed 16 
homes, was 
requesting six 
relaxations 
from city 
code 
including the 
watercourse 
setbacks and 
only having 
one public 
access point. 
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