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One Man, Two Guvnors

“The funniest show on the planet.”– Daily Mail

Special Screening | Feb. 21 at 7:30 PM

James Corden’s Tony Award-Winning performance!

TheEllenTheatre.org 585-5885
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WASHINGTON 
(AP) — The Senate 
approved a bipartisan 
measure Thursday aimed 
at limiting President 
Donald Trump’s author-
ity to launch military 
operations against Iran, 
with eight Republicans 
joining Democrats in a 
post-impeachment bid 
to constrain the White 
House. 

The rebuke was the 
Senate’s first major vote 
since acquitting Trump 
on impeachment charges 
last week. Trump is 
expected to veto the war 
powers resolution if it 
reaches his desk, warning 

that if his “hands were 
tied, Iran would have a 
field day.’” 

The measure, 
authored by 
Sen. Tim Kaine, 
D-Va., says 
Trump must win 
approval from 
Congress before 
engaging in further mili-
tary action against Iran. 

Kaine and other support-
ers said the resolution, 

which passed 
55-45, was not 
about Trump or 
even the presi-
dency, but instead 
was an important 
reassertion of 

congressional power to 
declare war.

While Trump and 

other presidents “must 
always have the ability to 
defend the United States 
from imminent attack, 
the executive power to 
initiate war stops there,’’ 
Kaine said. “An offensive 
war requires a congres-
sional debate and vote.’’

The Senate vote con-
tinues a pattern in which 
Republican senators 
have shown a willingness 
to challenge Trump on 
foreign policy, a sharp 
departure from their 
strong support during 
impeachment and on 
domestic matters. 

By FREDDY MONARES

Chronicle Staff Writer

A 12-year-old boy was 
tortured and beaten to death 
by his grandparents and teen 
uncle at their home near 
West Yellowstone earlier this 
month, prosecutors allege. In 
several instances, the torture 
of the boy was filmed with 
cellphones.

James Sasser Jr., Patricia 
Batts and 14-year-old James 
Sasser III are each charged 
with felony deliberate homi-
cide for the death of 12-year-
old James Alex Hurley. 
Sasser Jr. and Batts appeared 
Thursday with attorney Ryan 
Peabody in Gallatin County 
Justice Court.

Bail was set at $500,000 for 
Sasser Jr., 47, and $750,000 for 
Batts, 48.

Sasser III was seen in Galla-
tin County District Court on 
Wednesday before Judge John 
Brown. He is being held at the 
Yellowstone Youth Services 
Center in Billings on $500,000 
bail.

On Feb. 3, a Gallatin Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s deputy responded 
to a report of Hurley’s death 
at a home on Buffalo Drive 
near Hebgen Lake, where his 
18-year-old aunt and 6-year-
old uncle also live. The deputy 
found that circumstances 
surrounding the boy’s death 
were suspicious and requested 
the sheriff ’s detective division 
help in the investigation.

Charging documents say 
the boy had multiple wounds 
and contusions all over his 
body. Hurley also had a large 
gash on the back of his head 
and other wounds on his back 

that police said would be dif-
ficult for someone to inflict 
on themselves.

A doctor who performed 
Hurley’s autopsy said in a pre-
liminary report that Hurley 
died from blunt force trauma 
to the back of the head. The 
doctor said he wanted to wait 
on a toxicology report to give 
a final opinion.

Detectives searched Sasser 
Jr.’s, Sasser III’s and Batts’ 
phones and found videos that 
showed the family torturing 
Hurley, court documents say.

Police said in charging 
documents that one video 
shows Batts not 
allowing Hurley 
to use the bath-
room while she 
mocked him.

Another video 
shows Batts chok-
ing and slapping 
Hurley against 
a wall after a 
separate video 
recorded seven 
minutes earlier 
showed Hurley 
crying with his 
hands shaking 
above his head. 
While hitting the 
boy, Batts can 
be heard tell-
ing Hurley she 
couldn’t stand him because 
he stole her father-in-law’s 
wallet after “she brought him 

into her home and gave him 
everything,” court documents 

say.
Police said 

Sasser III sent a 
video to Sasser Jr. 
in January of Hur-
ley walking out of 
the home wearing 
a t-shirt while the 
rest of the family 
can be seen wear-
ing coats. Sasser 
III’s message to 
Sasser Jr. read, “He 
ain’t limping see 
I told you,” court 
documents say.

Sasser III wrote 
a message to Batts 
a day later and 
said, “Dad said 
don’t let him pass 

out from hypothermia,” police 
said.

By GAIL SCHONTZLER

Chronicle Staff Writer

Spring enrollment at Montana State 
University is 15,561 students, the sec-
ond highest in the Bozeman campus’s 
history.

MSU reported Thursday its spring 
2020 headcount. It shows that the 
campus has 132 fewer students than in 
spring 2019, when the university hit an 
all-time record. The drop is 
less than 1%.

When spring enroll-
ment is translated into 
full-time equivalent 
students (15 class credit 
hours counts as one FTE 
student), MSU’s student 
count of 13,797 was up slightly from a 
year ago, by 22 students.

Compared to five years ago, the 
university’s spring headcount has in-
creased 9%, while full-time equivalents 
grew by 12%, the university reported.

Registrar reports show that MSU is 
educating 1,238 more students now 
than five years ago.

Not only is enrollment strong, but 
student retention is strong, MSU 
reported. The number of freshman 
students who started in the fall and 
returned for the spring semester was 
89.6%. Enrollment typically shrinks 
from fall to spring.

Still, that means more than 10% 
of freshmen dropped out after one 
semester.

“We know that the experience a stu-
dent has in their first year of college 
is crucial to their long-term success,” 
MSU President Waded Cruzado said 
in a statement. “As a university, we do 
everything we can to provide students 
the resources they need to be suc-
cessful, stay in school and earn their 
degrees.”

Senate moves to limit president on military force against Iran

AP

Sen. Tim Kaine, D-Va., joined at left by Sen. Mike Lee, R-Utah, meets with 
reporters Thursday after the Senate advanced a resolution asserting that 
President Donald Trump must seek approval from Congress before 
engaging in further military action against Iran, at the Capitol.

While Trump and other presidents 
“must always have the ability to defend 

the United States from imminent 
attack, the executive power to initiate 
war stops there,’’ Sen. Tim Kaine said. 
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Grandparents, uncle charged in 
beating death, torture of boy
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Batts Sasser Jr.

Charging 
documents say 

the boy had 
multiple wounds 
and contusions 

all over his body. 
Hurley also had 
a large gash on 
the back of his 
head and other 
wounds on his 

back. 
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