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By PERRIN STEIN

Chronicle Staff Writer

Gallatin County is seeking feed-
back on a draft of its new growth 
policy, which outlines a vision for 
development over the next two de-
cades while also protecting features 
residents enjoy, including the area’s 
agricultural heritage, open space 
and abundant recreational oppor-
tunities.

The draft growth policy, “Envi-
sion Gallatin: Tomorrow Togeth-
er,” is an update of a 2003 plan 
and will provide a framework for 
county land-use decisions such as 
approving subdivisions, revising 
zoning regulations and prioritiz-
ing infra-
structure 
projects.

The 
public can 
comment 
on the 
draft policy 
until April 
2 at envi-
siongalla-
tin.com.

Once the 
comment 
period 
closes, the 
Gallatin 
County 
Planning 
Depart-
ment and 
Growth 
Policy 
Steering 
Committee 
will review 
the feed-
back before 
publishing a final version of the 
document. The county commis-
sioners will eventually vote on 
whether to adopt the new growth 
policy.

The document details goals 
and policies to guide growth “in 
a coordinated logical, and cost-
efficient manner that minimizes 
sprawl.”

The document includes a map 
of existing land-use conditions to 
help the county make informed 
decisions about future develop-
ment and assist them as they work 
with other local governments, 
including the cities of Bozeman 
and Belgrade, on large-scale plan-
ning efforts.

The growth policy also provides 
population projections to help the 
county understand future needs 
and challenges.

If the population grows 2.75% 
annually, which is less than than the 
annual growth rate of 3.19% over 
the last two decades, the county will 
reach a population of 200,000 by 
2040, according to the draft. That 
increase would require 19,000 new 
housing units to be built by 2040, a 
40% increase from the current total 
of 42,000.

Gallatin County 
releases draft 
growth policy 

Millions endure record cold without power
OCEAN ISLE BEACH, 

N.C. (AP) — A winter storm 
that left millions without 
power in record-breaking 
cold weather claimed more 
lives Tuesday, including three 
people found dead after a 
tornado hit a seaside 
town in North Caro-
lina and four family 
members who per-
ished in a Houston-
area house fire while 
using a fireplace to 
stay warm.

The storm that over-
whelmed power grids and 
immobilized the Southern 
Plains carried heavy snow 

and freezing rain into New 
England and the Deep South 
and left behind painfully low 
temperatures. Wind-chill 

warnings extended 
from Canada into 
Mexico.

In all, at least 16 
deaths were reported. 
Other causes in-
cluded car crashes 
and carbon monox-
ide poisoning. The 

weather also threatened to 
affect the nation’s COVID-19 
vaccination effort. President 
Joe Biden’s administration said 

delays in vaccine shipments 
and deliveries were likely.

North Carolina’s Brunswick 
County had little notice of the 
dangerous weather, and a tor-
nado warning was not issued 
until the storm was already on 
the ground.

The National Weather Ser-
vice was “very surprised how 
rapidly this storm intensified ... 
and at the time of night when 
most people are at home and 
in bed, it creates a very danger-
ous situation,” Emergency 
Services Director Ed Conrow 
said.AP

City of Richardson worker Kaleb Love works to clear ice from a water fountain 

Tuesday in Richardson, Texas.

At least 16 dead
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If the 
population 
grows 2.75% 
annually, 
which is less 
than than 
the annual 
growth rate 
of 3.19% 
over the last 
two decades, 
the county 
will reach a 
population 
of 200,000 
by 2040, 
according to 
the draft.
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By LIZ WEBER

Chronicle Staff Writer

When the 1918 influenza 
pandemic rolled through the 
treasure state, the Malmborg 
Schoolhouse was 13 years 
old. It would be 115 years 
old when the next pandemic 
roiled the world and upended 
public education.

Built in 1905 and located 
along Jackson Creek Road, 
the one-room schoolhouse 
has 12 students enrolled in 
kindergarten to sixth grade 
as it navigates yet another 
pandemic.

Schools like Malmborg 
and Cottonwood Elementary, 
which has 18 students in K-5, 
have balanced their limited 
space and resources with the 
benefit of having smaller class 
sizes and the creativity that 
comes with being a one- or 
two-room schoolhouse.

Malmborg began the school 
year in a blended model, with 
kindergarten to second grades 
coming to school in the morn-
ing and third to sixth grades 
in the afternoon. After Christ-
mas, the students returned to 
full in-person learning.

“It’s kind of an easy transi-
tion,” said Roxy Marquardt, 
lead teacher at the school. “I 
feel like if we had any more 

(students) it might have been 
a little harder to open up.”

Students, teachers and any 
school visitors are required to 
wear a mask and a face shield, 
she said. Marquardt said she 
and one other teacher split the 
teaching load evenly.

“It’s been nice to have ev-
eryone back together and have 
the normal schedule,” she said. 
“There’s been a learning curve 
for us to get back to a kind of 
normal.”

Cottonwood Elementary 
began the school year with 
students learning in person 
five days a week.

“We’re really lucky and 
grateful that we get to be in 
school,” said Abby Eichen-
berger, a teacher at Cotton-

wood. “We’re able to socially 
distance and manage it.”

Cottonwood has two teach-
ers for its two classrooms, a 
lower elementary class and an 
upper elementary class. There 
is also a paraprofessional that 
assists the classes.

Smaller sizes haven’t made 
schools like Malmborg and 
Cottonwood immune to the 
seemingly inevitable quaran-
tine and isolation periods that 
have happened throughout 
Gallatin County schools. But 
it has perhaps limited the 
amount of quarantines and 
remote learning their students 
experienced.

Malmborg’s students spent 
two weeks before Thanksgiv-
ing break in distance learn-

ing when one of the teachers 
tested positive for COVID-19. 
Third to sixth graders spent 
the morning working on 
science and social studies via 
Google Classroom and then 
reading, writing and math in 
the afternoon, Marquardt said.

One of Cottonwood’s classes 
also had a week in Novem-
ber where it transitioned to 
distance learning because 
a staff member needed to 
quarantine.

“That’s the only time we’ve 
had to switch a class online,” 
Eichenberger said. “Although 
certain families have had to 
quarantine individually. It’s 
been minimal interruptions 
which we were surprised and 
grateful for.”

The students met via 
Google Classroom in the 
morning, worked separately 
for a time, met synchronized 
in midday again and had time 
to work on creative projects in 
the afternoon, she said.

For both schools, all stu-
dents had a device provided 
by the school for learning 
remotely.

Eichenberger said one of 
the reasons the class went 
remote was due to the struggle 
smaller, rural schools face 
finding substitute teachers.

Navigating a pandemic
Small schools use size, creativity to their advantage

PHOTOS BY RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

Xena, the class bulldog, stops by to check out the lesson that Lead Teacher Roxy Marquardt is teaching two sixth graders on Tuesday, Feb. 16, 

2021, at Malmborg School, a one-room schoolhouse on Jackson Creek Road. There are twelve students at Malmborg School in kindergarten 

to sixth grade.

Two young students flip through books on Tuesday at Malmborg 

School.

More SCHOOLS  |  A12


