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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The campaign to vaccinate 
elementary school age children 
in the U.S. is off to a strong start, 
health officials said Wednesday, 
but experts say there are signs 
that it will be difficult to sustain 
the initial momentum.

About 900,000 kids aged 5 to 
11 will have received their first 
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine 
in their first week of eligibility, 
the White House said, providing 
the first glimpse at the pace of 
the school-aged vaccination 
campaign.

“We’re off to a very strong start,” 
said White House COVID-19 
coordinator Jeff Zients, during a 
briefing with reporters.

Final clearance for the shots 
was granted by federal regulators 
on Nov. 2, with the first doses to 
kids beginning in some locations 
the following day.

The estimated increase in 
vaccinations in elementary school 
age children appears similar 
to a jump seen in May, when 
adolescents ages 12 to 15 became 
eligible for shots.

Now nearly 20,000 pharmacies, 
clinics and physicians’ offices 
are offering the doses to 
younger kids, and the Biden 
administration estimates that by 
the end of Wednesday more than 
900,000 of the kid doses will have 
been given. On top of that, about 
700,000 first-shot appointments 

are scheduled for the coming 
days.

About 28 million 5 to 11 
year-olds are now eligible for the 
low-dose Pfizer vaccine. Kids 
who get their first of two shots by 
the end of next week will be fully 
vaccinated by Christmas.

The administration is 
encouraging schools to host 
vaccine clinics on site to make it 
even easier for kids to get shots. 
The White House is also asking 
schools to share information 
from “trusted messengers” like 
doctors and public health officials 
to combat misinformation 
around the vaccines.

By LIZ WEBER

Chronicle Staff Writer

W
hen the curtain rises on 
Bozeman and Gallatin high 
schools’ performance of 
“The Sound of Music,” one 

of the first scenes to greet the audience 
will be of Maria twirling against a 
backdrop of the Bridger Mountains.

Instead of the Swiss Alps, the mountains 
in Bozeman’s backyard will serve as 
the backdrop for the two schools’ 
performance of the iconic musical, which 
is scheduled to run from Thursday 
evening through Sunday.

While the schools did two shows last 
year in the fall and spring, this will be the 
first show since the start of the pandemic 
that is open to the public instead of 
limited to family members or streamed 
online.

“We decided that the hills are alive with 
music in Bozeman, Montana,” said Stacie 
McKiernan, the musical’s director and 
theater teacher at Gallatin High. “… That 
was kind of the motif that we could have 
live music again in our community.”

When considering what musical to do, 
McKiernan said the students were also 
looking for a musical that uses a full, 
live orchestra and was a popular one for 
audience goers. 

Tristan Pritham, a senior at Bozeman 
High and the actor playing Captain Von 
Trapp, said he is excited to have a live 
audience again.

“It’s been since my sophomore year 
since I’ve been on stage with a full 
audience,” he said. “It’s a different energy 
having a packed crowd who knows all of 
the music.”

With the Von Trapp family including 
young children, Pritham said he’s also 
been enjoying all of his scenes with the 
younger actors and getting to be a leader 
with them on the stage.

The musical is scheduled be held at 
7 p.m. Thursday through Saturday in the 

Willson Auditorium. Tickets are $10 for 
adults and $5 for students. This year, the 
group will also hold a special singalong 
matinee performance at 2 p.m. on Sunday. 
Tickets can be purchased online at fobyt.
org/tickets or at the door.

Pritham said he was excited for Sunday’s 
singalong show with the audience 
involved in singing the musical’s popular 
songs.

By NORA SHELLY

Chronicle Staff Writer

Bozeman city commissioners 
want city staff to develop policies 
to guide annexing county 
islands within the city, but if the 
discussion during their Tuesday 
night meeting was any indication, 
there are a number of thorny 
issues yet to be sorted out.

There are more than 30 
islands of county land within 
the city, with over 500 individual 
properties, according to City 
Manager Jeff Mihelich. The city’s 
policy is to rely on landowner-
initiated annexations, which 
are sometimes sought so people 
can get city water or sewer or so 
developers can connect a new 
subdivision to city utilities.

But pursuing city-initiated 
annexations has been a priority 
for years, and commissioners 
reaffirmed Tuesday they would 
like it to remain so.

Among the questions that 
remain are how to prioritize areas 
for annexation, and how to fund 
annexations and the associated 
infrastructure work.

“I think, in a perfect world, 
it would make sense that we 
annex all the wholly surrounded 
properties, but I don’t believe 
we’re living in a perfect world 
right now,” Commissioner 
Jennifer Madgic said. “We have 
struggles, we have the housing 
crisis. We have people trying 
to get back on their feet after a 
pandemic. I don’t think we need 
to add to the burden that some 
people are really feeling whether 
it’s neighborhood character (or) a 
rush of change.”

The city is allowed to annex 
wholly surrounded properties 
without input from the residents 
if the existing infrastructure is 
determined to be adequate.

If the city identifies 
infrastructure deficiencies in area 
it wants to annex, it is required 
to develop a capital improvement 
plan to provide city services 
to the area. The city would 
be required to get a 50% vote 
approval on the plan from the 
landowners.

If that vote fails, then the 
properties would not be annexed.

‘Strong’ start to kids vaccine campaign, but challenges loom

AP

Shauna Andrus, left, a nurse volunteering at the University of Washington 

Medical Center, gives the first shot of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine to Emmy 

Slonecker, 7, Tuesday in Seattle.

‘The hills are alive’
High schools partner to perform ‘The Sound of Music’

RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

Maria Rainer, played by Logan Sigler, center, meets her new charges, the Von Trapp children, for the first time during rehearsal for “The Sound of 

Music” on Nov. 9, 2021.

RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

Rolf Gruber, played by Jude Wolfe, takes the hand of Liesl Von Trapp, played by Ruby Mauro, 

during rehearsal for “The Sound of Music” on Nov. 9, 2021.
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