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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Joe Biden on Tuesday 
nominated a racially diverse and 
overwhelmingly female group to 
federal and other judgeships, in-
cluding three Black women for the 
U.S. courts of appeals, one pathway 
to the Supreme Court.

Biden promised as a candidate 
to nominate an African American 
woman to serve on the nation’s 
highest court  should a seat open 
up during his term.

With the announcement of 
his first slate of judicial nomi-
nees, Biden signaled his intent to 
counter his predecessor’s reliance 
on white men to fill openings on 
the federal bench, and to appoint 

judges who bring a broader range 
of background and life experience 
to the role.

Several of Biden’s nominees 
served as public defenders. One is 
a former military prosecutor. Nine 
of the 11 are women. The slate also 
includes a nominee for the Superior 
Court of the District of Columbia.

Biden’s group includes candi-
dates who, if confirmed by the U.S. 
Senate for lifetime federal appoint-
ments, would be the first Muslim 
federal judge in U.S. history, the 
first Asian American Pacific Is-
lander woman to serve on the U.S. 
District Court for the District of 
Columbia and the first woman of 
color to serve as a federal judge for 
the District of Maryland.

By LIZ WEBER

Chronicle Staff Writer

The Bozeman School 
District reported fewer 
COVID-19 cases this week 
after raising concerns 
about classroom-based 
transmission before the 
district’s week-long spring 
break.

The portion of students 
with COVID-19 at all schools 
in Bozeman is lower than 
community infection rates, 
according to a report given 
at Monday’s school board 
meeting. Three weeks earlier, 
district administrators raised 
concerns about school-
based infections trending 
at a higher rate than the 
community.

“I’m happy to say, even 
though it’s only been several 
weeks since that update, 
there have been several 
weeks of positive trends in 
the district,” said Chad Berg, 
director of special education, 
who is leading the district’s 
COVID-19 data collection.

As of March 25, the number 
of new cases per 100,000 in 
the past two weeks was 375 
cases for Gallatin County. For 
that same date range, the high 
school rate of new cases per 
100,000 was 149, the middle 
school rate was 226, and the 

elementary school rate was 
180, according to the district’s 
data.

In addition to reporting 
cases lower than community 
rates, Berg said the past two 
weeks had the lowest school-
related case counts of the 
school year, a period that 
included the district’s spring 
break from March 15 to 
March 19.

For the first time since 
the district began collecting 

COVID-19 data, the high 
schools’ COVID trends fell 
below what the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention considers a high 
risk of transmission. The 
elementary schools also fell 
below the high-risk level, 
while the middle school data 
has trended downward.

“It is a very positive 
improving trend that we’ve 
been on since we last got 
together,” Berg said.

Berg did acknowledge that 
the most recent COVID-19 
surveillance report at the 
county level showed a slight 
increase in case rates among 
the greater community.

The 7-day rolling average 
of daily cases last week was 
31.5 per 100,000 residents, 
according to the county’s 
weekly surveillance report 
— a 42.5% increase from the 
previous week.

By The Associated Press

President Joe Biden’s pleas 
for states to stick with mask 
mandates to slow the spread 
of the coronavirus were being 
largely ignored Tuesday as several 
Republican governors stayed on 
track to drop the requirement in 
their states.

Biden and the director of the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention said a day earlier that 
this is no time to relax safety 
measures.

In a call with governors on 
Tuesday, CDC Director Rochelle 
Walensky buttressed that message 
by citing 
“concerning” 
national trends: 
The seven-day 
average of 61,000 
new COVID-19 
cases per day 
is up 13%, and 
the seven-day 
average of deaths 
is up 6%.

But Arkansas 
Gov. Asa 
Hutchison 
announced 
Tuesday he 
is dropping 
the state’s 
mask mandate 
immediately, 
a day earlier 
than previously 
announced. 

“We made 
our decision in 
Arkansas based 
upon the criteria 
we set,” said the 
Republican, who 
last month set 
targets for test 
positivity and 
hospitalizations 
in order for the 
state’s requirement to expire. “This 
is a goal we had. We achieved that, 
so we stuck with the principle that 
was outlined.”

The number of new reported 
cases in Arkansas was 79 on 
Monday, according to the CDC, 
part of a downward trend.

On the other end of the 
spectrum, Michigan has seen a 
steep rise in cases. That prompted 
Democratic Michigan Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer to ask whether 
the White House has considered 
surging additional vaccines to 
states with rapidly increasing 
infection rates.

President rolls out diverse opening slate of judicial nominees
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President Joe Biden speaks during an event on COVID-19 vaccinations 

and the response to the pandemic on the White House campus Monday.
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mask mandates
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In a call with 
governors 
on Tuesday, 
CDC Director 
Rochelle 
Walensky 
buttressed 
that message 
by citing 
“concerning” 
national 
trends: The 
seven-day 
average of 
61,000 new 
COVID-19 
cases per 
day is up 
13%, and the 
seven-day 
average of 
deaths is up 
6%.

Several of Biden’s 
nominees served as 

public defenders. One 
is a former military 
prosecutor. Nine of 
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Bozeman School District reports fewer coronavirus infections
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TOP: Two students leave Bozeman High School for lunch on Tuesday. ABOVE: Students climb onto their 

buses after school earlier this year..
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