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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Donald Trump and 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi squared 
off Sunday ahead of his im-
peachment trial, as she said 
senators will “pay a price” for 
blocking new witnesses and he 
quickly retorted that she and 
House Intelligence Committee 
Chairman Adam Schiff should 
both testify. 

The House plans to vote this 
week to transmit the articles of 
impeachment to the Senate for 
the historic trial on charges of 
abuse of power and obstruction 
of Congress over Trump’s actions 
toward Ukraine. It will be only 
the third presidential impeach-
ment trial in American history 
and could start this week.

Trump and Pelosi, the two 
most powerful party leaders in 
the nation, communicated as 
often happens in this presidency 
— with the president respond-
ing on Twitter to a television 
interview.

“It’s about a fair trial,” Pelosi 
told ABC’s “This Week.” “We’ve 
done our job. We have defended 
the Constitution of the United 
States. We would hope the Sen-
ate would do that as well.” 

She warned, “Now the ball is 
in their court to either do that or 
pay a price.”

Trump tweeted right before 
and after Pelosi’s appearance, 
in both instances using derisive 
nicknames. He said both she and 
Schiff should appear in the Sen-

ate for testimony. “He must be 
a Witness, and so should she!” 
Trump tweeted.

Yet hours later Trump sug-
gested almost the opposite, 
saying senators should do away 
with a trial completely.

Trump said “many believe” by 
holding a Senate trial “it gives 
the partisan Democrat Witch 
Hunt credibility that it otherwise 
does not have. I agree!” 

The president rebutted Pelosi’s 
suggestion that no matter what 
the Senate does, he will always 
be impeached. Pelosi said the 
House vote last month means 
Trump will be “impeached for-
ever” and “for life.”

By PERRIN STEIN

Chronicle Staff Writer

As many Montanans 
struggle to pay their rising 
property taxes, state lawmak-
ers are exploring revisions 
to the tax system that could 
reduce the burden home-
owners face.

Members of the Montana 
Legislature’s interim revenue 
committee discussed ways to 
expand Montana’s prop-
erty tax assistance program, 
which helps those who live 
on a fixed or limited income, 
during their meeting in 
Helena on Monday. Law-
makers might propose bills 
that would streamline the 
application for assistance or 
that would increase the num-
ber of people who qualify for 
help with their property tax 
bills.

“I think we’ve reached a 
tipping point on property 
taxes,” said Rep. Dave Fern, 
D-Whitefish, referring to 
constituents who have had to 
sell their homes because they 
can’t keep up with their tax 

bills. He urged the interim 
revenue committee to think 
seriously about proposing 
legislation on property tax 
relief in the next session.

In recent years, state law-
makers have drafted bills on 
property tax relief, but they 
haven’t passed. During the 
2019 session, Sen. Dick Bar-
rett, D-Missoula, introduced 
a bill that coupled a carbon 
tax with property tax relief. 
The bill died in committee.

In testimony before the 
Legislature, local govern-
ment officials have said one 
of the only ways they can 
continue to pay for essential 
services is by increasing 
property taxes. They also 
have said they can’t increase 
taxes enough to meet their 
needs because Montana caps 
the number of mills local 
governments can levy for 
their general funds.

A handful of interim 
revenue committee members 

said they would like to draft 
legislation that addresses the 
revenue challenge counties 
and cities face.

Rep. Jim Hamilton, D-
Bozeman, said he hears from 
local officials that there isn’t 
enough money for them to 
pay for services and from 
homeowners that their 
property taxes are too high. 
These issues may seem at 
odds, which is why he said 
he’d like to see a package 
of bills that would allow 
local governments to collect 
additional taxes, while also 
creating a property tax relief 
program.

Some committee members 
suggested Montana could 
generate additional revenue 
by raising the tax rate for 
people who live elsewhere 
but who have property in the 
state.

Park County Commis-
sioner Bill Berg spoke up 
during Monday’s meeting to 

explain the effect visitors to 
Yellowstone National Park 
have on his constituents. The 
visitors aren’t taxed as much 
as local homeowners, but 
they use the same services, 
including roads and first 
responders.

“From boots on the ground 
in Park County, it’s not get-
ting any easier,” Berg said.

The interim revenue com-
mittee will look at income 
taxes during its next meeting 
in March. The committee 
will explore natural resources 
and sales taxes in May. Over 
the years, Bozeman’s elected 
officials have urged the 
Legislature to pass a sales tax, 
saying it would help reduce 
the property tax burden.

The committee’s discus-
sion on Monday was part of 
Legislative Week, a chance 
for lawmakers to come 
together for training and 
interim committee meetings 
and to explore whether they 
would like to change the 
Legislature’s structure from 
biennial to annual sessions.

Perrin Stein can be reached 
at pstein@dailychronicle.com 
or at 582-2648.
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The next person who leads the 
city of Bozeman needs to be ready 
for a changing town with a grow-
ing population, city commissioners 
said Monday.

Commissioners described what 
they want to see from people 
applying to be Bozeman’s next 
city manager — the job charged 
with leading more than 400 city 
employees.

Mayor Chris Mehl pointed out 
Bozeman’s preparing for a U.S. 
Census count that’s expected to 
tally the city’s population beyond 
50,000. That would change the 
federal funding Bozeman receives 
and put more pressure on regional 
planning.

“We were actually affectionately 
known as cow town because of 
the land-grant school and that’s 
changed,” Mehl said. “While we 
embrace being the city, I think in 
some levels this would a real op-
portunity for this person to leave 
their mark.”

The city lost its last city manager 
in December when Andrea Surratt 
left after roughly two years on the 
job. She cited a need to be closer 
to family and higher pay in a 
larger city. Dennis Taylor, a Helena 
resident with experience in local 
government, stepped in as interim 
the same month.

Bozeman hired CPS HR Con-
sulting to lead the search for a new 
manager. Josh Jones, of CPS HR, 
said Monday Bozeman’s search 
could wrap up as early as March.

City commissioners said they 
want a candidate who under-
stands housing issues, exponential 
population growth and balancing 
priorities with a long to-do list 
including daily responsibilities and 
long-term projects like building a 
climate action plan.

“I believe that the city manager 
needs to have a solid backbone,” 
Commissioner Terry Cunning-
ham said. “Being comfortable 
discussing uncomfortable issues 
is important, being comfortable 
with saying no or at least saying 
‘if that’s added to my plate, or the 
city’s plate, here’s what we need to 
remove or the resources we need 
to add.’”

EYES ON THE PRIZE
LSU faces Clemson in the College Football Playoff title game

SPORTS

Trump and Pelosi square off ahead of impeachment trial
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Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., arrives at the Capitol in 
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TALKING TAXES
Montana lawmakers discuss reducing property tax burden
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New construction booms as people continue to move to the Gallatin Valley. The city of Bozeman has struggled to provide the services 

associated with rapid growth without overburdening property tax owners. The state Legislature’s interim revenue committee discussed 

the challenges local governments and homeowners are facing during a meeting in Helena on Monday.

The interim revenue committee will look at 
income taxes during its next meeting in March. 

The committee will explore natural resources and 
sales taxes in May.

Commissioners 
lay out what 
they want in new 
city manager
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