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LONDON (AP) — Crying 
foul over timing, President 
Donald Trump on Monday ac-
cused Democrats of scheduling 
this week’s impeachment hear-
ing to undercut him during his 
trip abroad for a NATO leaders’ 
meeting playing out at a crucial 
moment for the 70-year-old 
military alliance.

Trump, who arrived in Lon-
don late Monday for two days 
of meetings, called the trip “one 
of the most important journeys 
that we make as president” 
and said Democrats had long 
known about it.

Trump’s trip to the U.K. 
comes amid ongoing quar-
rels over defense spending by 
NATO allies and widespread 

anxiety over the president’s 
commitment to the alliance.

The president said his trip 
would be focused on “fighting 
for the American people.” But 
in the more than two 
months that the im-
peachment inquiry has 
been underway, he has 
constantly drifted back 
to what he frames as the 
Democrats’ unfair effort 
to overturn the results of 
his 2016 election.

The House Judiciary Com-
mittee is scheduled to hold 
a hearing Wednesday on the 
constitutional grounds for 
impeachment before Trump 
wraps up at the NATO meeting.

Trump, Secretary of State 

Mike Pompeo, White House 
counsel Pat Cipollone and pres-
idential counselor Kellyanne 
Conway all complained about 
the timing, with Pompeo saying 

the hearings would “dis-
tract America’s presi-
dent from his important 
mission overseas.”

Trump insists he’s 
solely focused on 
scoring domestic and 
foreign policy wins, 

including revamping NATO so 
that allies spend more on de-
fense. But he’s often appeared 
consumed by the day-to-day 
battle against impeachment.

HELENA (AP) — Montana Gov. 
Steve Bullock ended his Democratic 
presidential campaign Monday, be-
coming the third Western governor 
boasting executive experience and a 
Washington-outsider appeal to flame 
out in the contest.

The campaigns of Bullock, Washing-
ton Gov. Jay Inslee and former Colo-
rado Gov. John Hickenlooper failed to 
gain momentum in a D.C.-centric race 
in which former Vice President Joe 
Biden and Sens. Bernie 
Sanders and Elizabeth 
Warren dominated the 
polls for most of the 
past few months.

Bullock, a 53-year-
old two-term gov-
ernor and former 
attorney general, had 
the textbook resume 
for primary success 
in past presidential 
elections. He’s a former 
labor lawyer and a gun owner whose 
governing record included expand-
ing Medicaid in a red state. He touted 
across-the-aisle appeal, arguing he was 
the best bet to defeat President Don-
ald Trump because he was the only 
Democratic candidate to win in a state 
that Trump won in 2016.

But instead of following Jimmy 
Carter, Ronald Reagan, Bill Clinton 
and George W. Bush on the path 
from the governor’s mansion to the 
White House, Bullock sputtered. The 
crowded 2020 race has centered on 
national debates around Trump and 
impeachment, and the Democratic 
National Committee imposed tougher 
polling and fundraising thresholds to 
make the debate stage. Those thresh-
olds favored those with national name 
recognition and established online 
networks, making it tough for Bullock 
and other newcomers to the national 
scene to get a toehold.

Bullock was also hobbled by his 
late start, announcing his candidacy 
in May and joining nearly two dozen 
other Democratic candidates com-
peting for attention and campaign 
donations.

He struggled to raise money and 
register in the polls, managing to meet 
qualification thresholds for only one 
DNC debate, in July.

Bullock

RACE FOR THE WHITE HOUSE
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Impeachment shadows Trump on trip to NATO leaders meeting

AP

President Donald Trump walks to Marine One after speaking with reporters 
on the South Lawn of the White House on Monday.
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Voters will decide this 
summer whether to approve 
a new fee to maintain the city 
of Bozeman’s parks, open 
spaces and trails.

The Bozeman City Com-
mission voted 3-2 to ask 
voters to OK the new fees 
through a special district in 
May.

If voters approve the refer-
endum, the city would assess 
properties beginning in the 
fall of 2020. The fee would be 
set annually by the city com-
mission, meaning the body 
could change how much is 
collected through the district 
each year.

Monday’s decision means 
the city’s request will share 
space on the ballot with the 
Bozeman school district.

The city estimates the elec-
tion it will cost about $50,000 
— half the cost of hosting a 

March special election, which 
was also on the table Monday.

The city also has $27,000 in 
the budget to tell voters about 
the potential district.

Assistant City Manager 
Anna Rosenberry said Mon-
day, aside from 
price, city staff 
were con-
cerned a March 
special elec-
tion wouldn’t 
offer enough 
time to ramp 
up an educa-
tion campaign 
for the district, 
adding staff 
would have to 
begin “basically 
tomorrow morning.”

She said that would also put 
scheduling public education 
events through the holidays.

Some commissioners and 
city staff have said they’ve 
known for awhile city parks 
need more cash, saying the 
existing fee the district would 
replace hasn’t kept up with 

the city’s parks and trails 
needs. Last year, the city esti-
mated a $7 million backlog in 
repairs and upkeep for Boze-
man parks and trails.

It wouldn’t be Bozeman’s 
first fee district — it’s the 

same route the 
city collects 
money for its 
major streets.

The idea 
to make one 
for Bozeman’s 
outdoor places 
has been on 
the books for 
awhile. City 
staff recom-
mended the 
idea of a parks 

district in 1996 and the com-
mission voted to find a path 
to do that in 2018.

Commissioners have spent 
the last few months trying to 
figure out how to get the OK 
to collect that cash.

They first looked toward 
the November ballot, but 
Bozeman staff discovered a 

state law blocked the ask from 
joining a general election.

Commissioners landed 
on picking another election 
after public comment pushed 
against the idea of a unilateral 
commission vote that prop-
erty owners could protest.

Commissioner Jeff Krauss 
voted against the measure 
after a history of pushing 
against the district’s creation. 
Deputy Mayor Chris Mehl 
said he voted against the mea-
sure because he thought the 
ballot language was confusing 
after the city identified the 
district as a priority years ago.

The next step is for the city 
to transfer the resolution to 
the Gallatin County Clerk 
and Recorder to join the elec-
tion. The city manager will be 
in charge or an educational 
campaign on the issue that 
will include a website.

Katheryn Houghton can be 
reached at khoughton@daily-
chronicle.com or at 582-2628.

Bozeman to pitch parks 
and trails fee in 2020

Caroline Byrd throws a flying disc to her 7-year-old border collie Jack while taking a walk at Peets Hill on Monday in Bozeman.
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Last year, the city 
estimated a $7 

million backlog in 
repairs and upkeep 
for Bozeman parks 

and trails.
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