
Earth Day Festival
Saturday, April 23|10am-3pm
Emerson Center for the Arts & Culture

• Food

• Short

Films

• Children’s Activities

“Magic Monster Show”

10 am | 10:30 am

• Exhibits

• Talks

• Music

Water

for the Earth

Friday, April 22

Emerson Center

6 pm Social Hour

7 pm Program

Earth Day

Fun Run

Sat., April 23| 9 am

100 Acre Park

REGISTER:

bit.ly/winddrinkersrun

www.gallatinvalleyearthday.org Bike valet parking!

Gallatin Valley
Earth Day
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By ADAM SCHRECK 

AND MSTYSLAV CHERNOV 

Associated Press

KYIV, Ukraine — Russian forces 
accelerated scattered attacks on 
Kyiv, western Ukraine and beyond 
Saturday in an explosive reminder 
to Ukrainians and their Western 
supporters that the whole country 
remains under threat despite Mos-
cow’s pivot toward mounting a new 
offensive in the east.

Stung by the loss of its Black 
Sea flagship and indignant over 
alleged Ukrainian aggression on 
Russian territory, Russia’s military 
command had warned of renewed 
missile strikes on Ukraine’s capital. 
Officials in Moscow said they were 
targeting military sites, a claim re-
peated — and refuted by witnesses 
— throughout 52 days of war.

The toll reaches much deeper. 
Each day brings new discoveries of 
civilian victims of an invasion that 
has shattered European security. As 
Russia prepared for the anticipated 
offensive, a mother wept over her 
15-year-old son’s body after rockets 
hit a residential area of Kharkiv, a 
city in northeast Ukraine. An in-
fant and at least eight other people 
died, officials said.

In the Kyiv region, authorities 
have reported finding the bodies of 
more than 900 civilians, most shot 
dead, since Russian troops retreat-
ed two weeks ago. Smoke rose from 
the capital again early Saturday as 
Mayor Vitali Klitschko reported a 
strike that killed one person and 
wounded several.

The mayor advised residents 
who fled the city earlier in the war 
not to return.

“We’re not ruling out further 
strikes on the capital,” Klitschko 
said. “If you have the opportunity 
to stay a little bit longer in the cities 
where it’s safer, do it.”

It was not immediately clear 
from the ground what was hit in 
the strike on Kyiv’s Darnytskyi 
district. The sprawling area on the 
southeastern edge of the capital 
contains a mixture of Soviet-style 
apartment blocks, newer shopping 
centers and big-box retail outlets, 
industrial areas and railyards.

Russian Defense Ministry 
spokesman Igor Konashenkov 
said an armored vehicle plant was 
targeted. 

By TOM KUGLIN

Lee Newspapers

Bo Crees, avian specialist with Mon-
tana Audubon, scanned with binoculars 
beyond the sagebrush northwest of 
Helena, searching pale agricultural fields 
to see if long-billed curlews had arrived 
in Montana to nest.

“Curlews evolved with big herds of 
bison, so actually with ranching, cattle 
can create good habitat,” he said. “They’re 
generally foraging on the ground in the 
open. You don’t see them in the sage-
brush often where a coyote might jump 
on them if they’re not careful.”

Montana Audubon’s annual curlew 
survey started earlier this month in the 
Helena, Mission and Blackfoot valleys. 
The project includes staffers and volun-
teers who conduct regimented surveys of 
identified habitat, driving predesignated 
routes and stopping roughly every half 
mile to look, listen and document what 

they see on the Survey 123 phone app. 
Long-billed curlews are North Amer-

ica’s largest shorebird, distinctive not 
only for their size, but also for their long 
curved bill used to capture invertebrates 
on mud flats on wintering grounds. 
Starting in mid-March, the birds arrive 
on their nesting grounds, remaining in 
Montana’s mixed-grass prairie for the 
spring and summer.

Crees concentrates his binoculars 
on feeding grounds and keeps his ears 
open for their trademark call. Unlike 
some smaller birds, curlews stand out, 
and that makes them a prime species for 
volunteers to survey in Audubon’s citizen 
science program.

“They’re something that’s unmistak-
able,” Crees said. “They’re such a big bird 
and very charismatic, and with curlews 
their call is very distinct. Curlews are 
a bird that if you can’t see them they’re 
probably not there.” 

Unmistakable
Montana Audubon’s long-billed curlew survey 

tracks shorebirds on prairie nesting grounds

THOM BRIDGE, INDEPENDENT RECORD/LEE NEWSPAPERS

Bo Crees, with Montana Audubon, searches for curlews on a ranch near Canyon Creek.

By LIZ WEBER

Chronicle Staff Writer

Bozeman School District voters 
are being asked to choose two 
school board members out of four 
candidates in the May election.

Candidates include incum-
bents Tanya Reinhardt and Lisa 
Weaver and challengers Lauren 
Dee and Amber Jupka.

The Bozeman Education As-
sociation, the district’s teachers 
union, has endorsed two of the 
candidates — Lauren Dee and 
Tanya Reinhardt.

The League of Women Voters 
of Bozeman and the Boze-
man Public Library will host a 
candidate forum on Monday at 
6:30 p.m.

For voters outside of Bozeman, 
the Gallatin County Superin-
tendent of Schools has posted a 
series of responses to question-
naires it sent to school board 
candidates in the 16 districts in 
the county.

Ballots were mailed to voters 
on Friday and are due back by 
8 p.m. on May 3. The Gallatin 
County Elections Department 
advises voters returning their 

ballots by mail to send them no 
later than April 27.

LAUREN DEE

Lauren Dee attended Montana 
State University and earned an 
elementary education degree. 
She taught at a two-room rural 
schoolhouse north of Bozeman 
before she and her husband 
started a family.

With her three children en-
rolled in the school district, Dee 
began volunteering in the schools 
and serving in leadership posi-
tions in the Hawthorne Elementa-
ry School parent advisory council.

Dee credits her experience 
on the district’s high school 
transition team, which decided 
the high school boundary line, 
for helping her to find her 
voice and formed relationships 
throughout the Bozeman educa-
tion system.

“It was when I was collaborat-
ing with this group that I found 
a new place where my passion 
for education thrived. I really 
enjoyed going to each meeting 
and learning from the data that 
was presented to us,” Dee said.

Four candidates vie for two school board seats

Dee Jupka

WeaverReinhardt
More CANDIDATES  |  A12
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Bo Crees, avian specialist with Mon-
tana Audubon, scanned with binoculars 
beyond the sagebrush northwest of 
Helena, searching pale agricultural fields 
to see if long-billed curlews had arrived 
in Montana to nest.

“Curlews evolved with big herds of 
bison, so actually with ranching, cattle 
can create good habitat,” he said. “They’re 
generally foraging on the ground in the 
open. You don’t see them in the sage-
brush often where a coyote might jump 
on them if they’re not careful.”

Montana Audubon’s annual curlew 
survey started earlier this month in the 
Helena, Mission and Blackfoot valleys. 
The project includes staffers and volun-
teers who conduct regimented surveys of 
identified habitat, driving predesignated 
routes and stopping roughly every half 
mile to look, listen and document what 

Montana Audubon’s long-billed curlew survey 

tracks shorebirds on prairie nesting groundsPHOTO COURTESY OF TOM 

KOERNER/USFWS/LEE NEWSPAPERS

Long-billed curlews, 

North America’s largest 

shorebird, can often be 

found in grasslands, and 

in this case the sage 

steppe.
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Ukraine war 
far from over as 
Russia renews 
strikes in Kyiv

More UKRAINE  |  A11


