
INSIDE

BIG SKY. . . . . . . . . . . . A3

NATION . . . . . . . . . . . A4

OPINION . . . . . . . . . .  A6

DEATHS  . . . . . . . . . . . A7

POLICE REPORTS. . A7

REGION  . . . . . . . . . . . A7

SPORTS  . . . . . . . . . . A13

CLASSIFIEDS  . . . . . .  B3

TV LISTINGS. . . . . . .  B7

COMICS  . . . . . . . . . .  B1028 17Mostly cloudy

PAGE A14

HIGH     LOWTODAY’S WEATHER

Saturday, February ,   |  Dailychronicle.com .

Biden defends progress on COVID as weather delays 6M shots
PORTAGE, Mich. (AP) — 

President Joe Biden toured a 
state-of-the art coronavirus 
vaccine plant Friday, intent on 
showcasing progress even as 
extreme winter weather across 
the U.S. handed his vaccination 
campaign its first major setback, 
delaying shipment of about 6 
million doses and causing tem-
porary closures of inoculation 
sites in many communities.

While acknowledging the 
weather is “slowing up the 
distribution,” Biden said at the 
Pfizer plant in Michigan that 
he believes “we’ll be approach-
ing normalcy by the end of 
this year.” His speech melded a 
recitation of his administration’s 

accomplishments in its first 
month confronting the pandem-
ic, a vigorous pitch for his $1.9 
trillion COVID relief bill and 
criticism of his predecessor. 

The disruptions caused by 
frigid temperatures, snow and 
ice have left the White House 
and states scrambling to make 
up lost ground as three days’ 
worth of vaccine shipments were 
temporarily delayed. Even the 
president’s trip to see Pfizer’s 
largest plant was pushed back a 
day due to a storm affecting the 
nation’s capital.

Before the trip, White House 
coronavirus response adviser 
Andy Slavitt said the federal 
government, states and local vac-

cinators are going to have to re-
double efforts to catch up after the 
interruptions. The setback comes 
just as the vaccination campaign 
seemed to be on the verge of hit-
ting its stride. All the backlogged 
doses should be delivered in the 
next several days, Slavitt said, still 
confident that the pace of vac-
cinations will recover.

Biden has set a goal of admin-
istering 100 million shots in his 
administration’s first 100 days, 
and he said Friday that’s still on 
track and it’s only a beginning.

He went on to say that by the 
end of July his administration 
can deliver 600 million doses for 
Americans. AP

President Joe Biden tours a Pfizer manufacturing site Friday in Portage, 
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By PATRICIA KIME

Kaiser Health News

A Learjet 31 took off before 
daybreak from Helena Re-
gional Airport in Montana, 
carrying six Veterans Affairs 
medical providers and 250 
doses of historic cargo cradled 
in a plug-in cooler designed to 
minimize breakage.

Even in a state where 80-
mph speed limits are normal, 
ground transportation across 
long distances is risky for the 
Moderna mRNA-1273 vaccine, 
which must be used within 12 
hours of thawing.

The group’s destination was 
Havre, Montana, 30 miles from 
the Canadian border. About 
500 military veterans live in 
and around this small town of 
roughly 9,800, and millions 
more reside in similarly rural, 
hard-to-reach areas across the 
United States.

About 2.7 million veterans 
who use the VA health system 
are classified as “rural” or 
“highly rural” patients, resid-
ing in communities or on land 
with fewer services and less 
access to health care than those 
in densely populated towns 
and cities. An additional 2 
million veterans live in remote 
areas who do not receive their 
health care from VA, according 
to the department. To ensure 
these rural vets have access to 
the COVID-19 vaccines, the 
VA is relying on a mix of tools, 
like charter and commercial 
aircraft and partnerships with 
civilian health organizations.

The challenges of vaccinat-
ing veterans in rural areas 
— which the VA considers any-
thing outside an urban popu-
lation center — and “highly 
rural” areas — defined as 
having fewer than 10% of the 
workforce commuting to an 
urban hub and with a popula-
tion no greater than 2,500 — 
extend beyond geography, as 
more than 55% of them are 65 
or older and at risk for serious 
cases of covid and just 65% are 
reachable via the internet.

For the Havre event, VA 
clinic workers called each 
patient served by the Mer-
ril Lundman VA Outpatient 
Clinic in a vast region made up 
of small farming and ranching 
communities and two Native 
American reservations. And 
for those hesitant to get the 
vaccine, a nurse called them 
back to answer questions.

Going to 
great lengths 
to vaccinate 
veterans

By NORA SHELLY

Chronicle Staff Writer

Bozeman officials say a bill 
in the Montana Legislature 
that would nix a key part of 
the city’s affordable housing 
ordinance would limit the 
city’s ability to respond to the 
housing crisis.

Bozeman’s affordable hous-
ing ordinance, which requires 
10% of developments of more 
than 10 homes be sold at af-
fordable prices, has produced 
17 homes and has been the 
subject of complaint from 
some in the building industry 
who feel it drives up the cost of 
other homes and burdens de-
velopers. House Bill 259 would 
prohibit local governments 
from requiring developers to 
pay a fee that would go toward 
providing homes at specified 
prices or for people in specific 
income levels or from dedicat-
ing property for that housing.

It takes aim at “inclusionary 
zoning,” which is the basis for 
Bozeman’s affordable housing 
ordinance.

Bozeman officials say a 
bill that would dismantle the 
ordinance is just another hit 

to the city’s affordable housing 
efforts.

“It’s just so unfortunate that 
the Legislature is taking away 
a tool that helps us to be able 
to build affordable housing,” 
Mayor Cyndy Andrus said. 
“I think that they continue to 
preempt us from using a lot 
of the tools that people across 
the country and 
other states are 
able to use and 
we are not … 
we know what’s 
happening in 
our community 
and we should 
be able to 
make decisions 
around what 
is best for our 
community.”

Majority Leader Rep. Sue 
Vinton, R-Billings, who is in 
the building industry herself, 
introduced the bill in Janu-
ary. It passed the House this 
week, and is now headed to 
the Senate.

During a committee hearing 
and floor debates on Vinton’s 
bill, supporters largely argued 
that inclusionary zoning 
unduly burdens developers, 
leads to cost shifting to other 

homes and stymies home 
building in general. Opponents 
argued that it represents an 
overreach of state power on 
local control and that decisions 
about housing should be left to 
local officials.

Bozeman’s ordinance took 
effect in 2018 and requires 

developments 
of more than 10 
homes to include 
10% affordably 
priced homes. 
Developers can 
also choose to 
pay cash in lieu 
of building the 
affordable units.

Some criticized 
Bozeman’s policy 
for only produc-
ing 17 homes 

since 2018. But advocates ar-
gue that more affordable units 
are on the way as a result.

“It’s a tool that is just be-
ginning to bear fruit and to 
have it outlawed is incredibly 
disappointing,” said Bozeman 
Deputy Mayor Terry Cunning-
ham.

Cunningham also noted it 
has generated a hefty amount 
of cash-in-lieu funds. City 
funds helped with the develop-

ment of 24 affordable homes in 
the Willow Springs Townhome 
development and with the con-
struction of over 200 affordable 
units at a development under 
construction in Bozeman.

The money has also been 
used by the Human Resources 
Development Council for 
shelter funds and to preserve 
existing affordable units, said 
the council’s associate director 
Tracy Meneuz.

Still, several developers and 
building industry officials said 
that inclusionary zoning has an 
overall negative impact on the 
housing market by pushing up 
the cost of the homes around 
it.

Bozeman developer Eugene 
Graf, who owns EG Construc-
tion, said in a subdivision he 
is working on of 40 homes, 
the four affordable homes are 
pushing the costs for the other 
units up by about $25,000 to 
$30,000.

“It just prices out more 
people in the valley,” said Linda 
Revenaugh with Southwest 
Montana Building Industry 
Association, who testified in 
support of the bill.

Narrow path
City officials frustrated by state efforts to limit affordable housing tools

RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

Construction workers lay plywood on the roof of a new affordable housing development on Feb. 19, 2021, off Tschache Lane. The structure is 

part of a push by local nonprofits to build 230 affordable homes, a child care center and medical clinic behind Lowe’s.
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“It’s just so 
unfortunate that 
the Legislature is 

taking away a tool 
that helps us to 
be able to build 

affordable housing.”

— Mayor Cyndy Andrus
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