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BILLINGS (AP) — Twenty 
of Yellowstone National Park’s 
renowned gray wolves roamed 
from the park and were shot by 
hunters in recent months — the 
most killed by hunting in a single 
season since the predators were 
reintroduced to the region more 
than 25 years ago, according to 
park officials.

Fifteen wolves were shot 
after roaming across the park’s 
northern border into Montana, 
according to figures released to 
The Associated Press. Five more 

died in Idaho and Wyoming.
Park officials said in a statement 

to AP that the deaths mark “a 
significant setback for the species’ 
long-term viability and for wolf 
research.”

One pack — the Phantom 
Lake Pack — is now considered 
“eliminated” after most or all of its 
members were killed over a two-
month span beginning in October, 
according to the park.

An estimated 94 wolves remain 
in Yellowstone. But with months 
to go in Montana’s wolf hunt-

ing season —- and wolf trapping 
season just getting underway 
— park officials said they expect 
more wolves will die after roaming 
from Yellowstone, where hunting 
is prohibited.

Park Superintendent Cam 
Sholly first raised concerns about 
wolves dying last September near 
the park’s border and more re-
cently urged Republican Montana 
Gov. Greg Gianforte to shut down 
hunting and trapping in the area.

Sholly cited “the extraordinary 
number of Yellowstone wolves 

already killed this hunting season,” 
in a Dec. 16 letter to Gianforte 
that was released to AP under a 
freedom of information request.

Gianforte, an avid hunter and 
trapper, did not directly address 
the request to halt hunting in a 
Wednesday response to Sholly.

“Once a wolf exits the park and 
enters lands in the State of Mon-
tana it may be harvested pursuant 
to regulations established by the 
(state wildlife) Commission under 
Montana law,” Gianforte wrote.

By LIZ WEBER

Chronicle Staff Writer

The Montana Board of Regents 
granted Montana State University an 
exception to a lease policy on Thurs-
day, allowing it to move forward on 
a project that could see a privately 
owned hotel built on university 
property.

The regents unanimously ap-
proved the request, which would 
allow MSU to lease university land 
for a period longer than the 20-year 
limit.

In 2019, the university presented 
a plan to the regents to conduct a 
feasibility study on a standalone 
hotel that would be connected to the 
university’s hospitality programs.

After Bozeman-based Saddle Peak 
Hotel Advisors 
completed a 
study in May 
2021, it found 
a campus 
hotel would 
be feasible for 
a developer to 
construct.

MSU 
spokesman 
Tracy Ellig said 
there wouldn’t 
be any tax-
payer money 
involved in the 
construction 
of the hotel. 
The university 
would lease 
the land to a 
private developer, who would own 
and build the hotel.

“What developers are going to 
look for, they need to be able to 
make a commercially viable project 
for themselves. But what we want 
out of it is, they have to provide 
us hands-on opportunities for the 
education of our students,” Ellig said. 
“… The hotel has to be a little bit 
different than a regular commercial 
hotel.”

The hotel would benefit students 
enrolled in the four-year hospitality 
management degree and the two-
year culinary arts degree, according 
to MSU’s request.
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Biden decries ‘dagger at throat’ of democracy
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

President Joe Biden accused 
Donald Trump and his sup-
porters of holding a “dagger 
at the throat of democracy” 
in a forceful speech Thurs-
day marking the anniversary 
of the deadly attack on the 
U.S. Capitol. He warned that 
though it didn’t succeed, the 
insurrection remains a serious 
threat to America’s system of 
government.

Biden’s criticism was blister-
ing of the defeated president 
whom he blamed for the 
assault that has fundamen-
tally changed Congress and 
the nation, and raised global 
concerns about the future of 
American democracy. 

“For the first time in our 
history, a president not just 
lost an election, he tried to 
prevent the peaceful transfer 
of power as a violent mob 
breached the Capitol,” Biden 
said. “You can’t love your 
country only when you win.”

His voice booming at times, 
filling the ornate Statuary 
Hall where rioters had laid 
siege, the president called on 
Americans to remember what 
they saw Jan. 6 with their own 
eyes: the mob attacking police, 
breaking windows, a Confed-
erate flag inside the Capitol, 
gallows erected outside 
threatening to hang the vice 
president — all while Trump 
sat at the White House watch-
ing it on TV.

“The former president’s sup-
porters are trying to rewrite 
history. They want you to see 
Election Day as the day of in-

surrection and the riot that 

took place here on January 6 as 
a true expression of the will of 
the people. Can you think of 
a more twisted way to look 
at this country, to look at 
America? I cannot.” 

The president’s 
remarks launched the 
start of daylong re-
membrance, draw-
ing a contrast 
between the 
truth of what 
happened 
and the false 
narratives 
that persist 
about the 

Capitol assault, including the 
continued refusal by many Re-
publicans to affirm that Biden 
won the 2020 election.

“We must be absolutely 
clear about what is true and 
what is a lie,” Biden said. 
“The former president of the 
United States of America 

has spread a web of lies 
about the 2020 elec-

tion.”
He said: “We 

are in a battle 
for the soul of 

America.”
“I did not 

seek this fight, brought to this 
Capitol one year from today. 
But I will not shrink from it ei-
ther. I will stand in this breach, 
I will defend this nation. I will 
allow no one to place a dagger 
at the throat of this democracy.”

Republican leaders and 
lawmakers largely stayed away 
from the day’s events, dismiss-
ing them as overly politicized 
— some continuing to spread 
false claims about the election. 

Trump showed no signs of 
letting go, and in fact revived 
his unfounded attack on the 
elections. He accepted no 
responsibility for egging on the 
crowd that day. Instead, in one 
of several statements Thurs-
day, he said Biden was trying 
to “further divide America. 
This political theater is all just 
a distraction.”

Even among congressional 
Republicans who condemned 
the attack in the days after-
ward, most have stayed loyal to 
the former president.

“What brazen politiciza-
tion of January 6 by President 
Biden,” tweeted Sen. Lindsey 
Graham, R-S.C., a sometimes 
Trump confidant. Others, 
including Senate Republican 
leader Mitch McConnell, 
were absent, with a contingent 
attending the funeral for a 
former colleague Sen. Johnny 
Isakson in Georgia. Far-right 
Reps. Marjorie Taylor Greene 
and Matt Gaetz stood by 
their refusal to certify Biden’s 
election that day — “We’re 
ashamed of nothing,” Gaetz 
said on a podcast. 

AP

JAN. 6 U.S. CAPITOL ATTACK     ONE YEAR LATER
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President Joe Biden listens as Vice President Kamala Harris speaks from 

Statuary Hall at the U.S. Capitol to mark the one year anniversary of the 

Jan. 6 riot at the Capitol in Washington.

Hunters kill 20 wolves that roamed out of YNP
One pack — the 

Phantom Lake 

Pack — is now 

considered 

“eliminated” after 

most or all of its 

members were killed 

over a two-month 

span beginning in 

October, according 

to the park.More WOLVES  |  A9

Private hotel 
could come to 
MSU’s campus

RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

Frost clings to a Montana State University 

campus flag on Wednesday.

The hotel 
would benefit 
students 
enrolled in 
the four-year 
hospitality 
management 
degree and 
the two-year 
culinary 
arts degree, 
according 
to MSU’s 
request.
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By ALEX MILLER

Chronicle Staff Writer

On a cold day in Washington 
D.C. one year ago Thursday, 
rioters stormed the U.S. Capitol.

About 50 people gathered 
Thursday evening at the Galla-
tin County Courthouse, braving 
below-freezing temperatures to 
remember the anniversary of 
the deadly Jan. 6 insurrection. 
John Childs, a geologist from 
Bozeman, got the idea to orga-
nize the vigil Monday.

Childs said before the vigil 
that he intended to keep the 
ceremony nonpartisan. While 
the Gallatin County Democrats 
were onboard to show support 
for the event, Childs’ attempts 
to get the Gallatin County 
Republicans involved went 
unanswered.

Julia Shaida, chair of the 
Gallatin County Democrats 
passed out candles wrapped in 
aluminum foil. Some vigil-goers 
brought their own, one had an 
electric lamp.

Crowd marks anniversary at vigil

SAMUEL WILSON/CHRONICLE/REPORT FOR AMERICA

People gather outside the Gallatin County Courthouse on Thursday 

during a vigil remembering last year’s insurrection.More VIGIL  |  A10


