
With our new name comes a renewed commitment

to keeping Montana wild. Visit wildmontana.org to

because public lands and waters are wild and connected.
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is nowWild Montana.
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Connected. United. Mobilized.
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BOSTON (AP) — For Dr. Jer-
emy Faust, the moment he realized 
the pandemic no longer dominated 
his workday came over Memorial 
Day weekend, when he didn’t see 
a single coronavirus case over two 
shifts in the emergency room at 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital in 
Boston.

Kerry LaBarbera, an ER nurse a 
few miles away at Boston Medical 
Center, had a similar realization 
that same weekend, when just two 
patients with COVID-19 came 
through her unit, one of the busiest 
in New England.

“The past year and a half has 
been like going through a tornado 
or something terrible,” she said. 
“You’re holding on for dear life, 
and then you get past it and it’s 

like, ‘What 
just hap-
pened?’”

Mas-
sachusetts 
and the 
rest of New 
England — 
the most 
heavily 
vaccinated 
region in 
the U.S. — 
are giving 
the rest of 
the country 
a possible 
glimpse of 
the future 
if more 
Americans 
get their 
shots.

COV-
ID-19 cases, 
hospitaliza-
tions and 
deaths in 

the region have been steadily drop-
ping as more than 60% of residents 
in all six states have received at 
least one dose of the vaccine.

The Deep South states of 
Alabama, Louisiana and Missis-
sippi, in comparison, are the least 
vaccinated at around 35%, and new 
cases relative to the population 
are generally running higher there 
than in most of New England. Na-
tionally, about 50% of Americans 
have received at least one shot.

In Massachusetts, health officials 
this past week determined that 
none of the state’s cities and towns 
are at high risk for the spread of 
COVID-19 for the first time since 
they started issuing weekly assess-
ments last August. 

In Rhode Island, coronavirus 
hospitalizations have hit their low-
est levels in about eight months. 
New Hampshire is averaging about 
a death a week after peaking at 
about 12 a day during the virus’s 
winter surge. And Vermont, the 
most heavily vaccinated state in the 
U.S. at more than 70%, went more 
than two weeks without a single 
reported coronavirus death.

“It’s an incredible change over 
such a short period of time,” said 
Dr. Tim Lahey, an infectious 
disease physician at the University 
of Vermont Medical Center in 
Burlington.

By HELENA DORE

Chronicle Staff Writer

M
ontana of-

ficials are 

scrutinizing 

some native fish restora-

tion projects following a 

review of fisheries man-

agement this legislative 

session, which delayed 

some major projects 

across the state.

Changes to legal proce-
dures mean it’s now up to the 
five-person Montana Fish 
and Wildlife Commission to 
consider approving 14 of 22 
of the state’s new and ongo-
ing native fish restoration 
projects. All the projects up 
for review were singled out 
because they involve fish 
removal.

Some say the change shows 
Montana is straying away 
from science-based manage-
ment of its fisheries. Others 
say it brings more balance 
and transparency to Montana 
Fish, Wildlife and Parks.

Eight of the 22 projects 
“have been specifically ap-
proved through previous 
commission action,” accord-
ing to the department. “One 
project has been approved 
for planning purposes by the 
Director, but still (needs) 
commission approval 
prior to starting 

the project.”
Commissioners plan to 

vote on the projects at a June 
24 meeting. A public com-
ment period on the projects 
ended on June 3.

Bob Gilbert, executive di-
rector for Walleyes Unlimited 
of Montana, said fish removal 
projects can be controversial, 
and adding an extra layer of 
approval by the commission 
ensures the public has a say in 
management.

“The public in this is as 
important as the fish are,” 
Gilbert said. “They are the 
ones that are paying for all 
this stuff, and oftentimes they 
don’t like what is happening. 
Letting the commission have 
a voice in this I think is the 
proper way to go.”

Clayton Elliott, govern-
ment affairs coordinator for 
Montana Trout Unlimited, 
said he disagrees with the 
fundamental idea that remov-
ing non-native fish from a 
lake, river or stream is taking 
a fishery away from the 
public.

“(Someone) created an il-
legal fishery,” he said. “While 
I understand this administra-
tion’s interest in customer 
service, the mission is to 
manage a resource for the 
benefit of people …. It’s not a 
popularity contest. It’s about 
science.”

■ ■ ■

Montana’s review has de-
layed fish removal treatments 

for a Yellowstone cutthroat 
trout conservation project 
in and around Yellowstone 
National Park.

Todd Koel, leader of the 
Yellowstone’s Native Fish 
Conservation Program, 
announced late in May that 
biologists wouldn’t be moving 
forward with plans to remove 
non-native rainbow trout 
from Buffalo Creek this field 
season.

The Buffalo Creek restora-
tion project ropes in the Na-
tional Park Service, the U.S. 
Forest Service and Montana 
Fish, Wildlife and Parks. The 
agencies want to wipe out a 
central source of non-native 
rainbow trout that are pro-
ducing Yellowstone cutthroat 
hybrids in the park.

Officials finished collect-
ing public comments on the 
project’s environmental as-
sessment this spring but were 
still awaiting a final decision 
when Montana conducted its 
legal review.

Plans were to treat Buffalo 
Creek with an organic pisci-
cide called rotenone this year. 
Officials decided against it 
following Montana’s decision 
around fish removal projects, 
according to Koel.

“We’ll complete all of our 
compliance and our approv-
als over the next months 
and then be ready to go in 
2022 with the on-the-ground 
work,” he said.

Rotenone is a chemical de-
rived from the roots of plants 
found in the southern hemi-
sphere. It was used by Indig-
enous people to catch fish for 
food, but scientists now use it 
to target and kill invasive fish, 
said Carol Endicott, an FWP 
fisheries biologist.

Rotenone treatments can 
kill some invertebrates, but 
they aren’t toxic for humans 
or terrestrial wildlife. The 
chemical quickly degrades in 
the environment, and non-
target species bounce back 
over time, Endicott said.

“These projects seem re-
ally alarming to people, but 
I don’t think people realize 
how common they are,” she 
said. “They’re really well-
planned, we do our due 
diligence and they’re really 
essential to keep native fish 
species here.”

The Buffalo Creek project 
is particularly important for 
protecting the park’s remain-
ing genetically pure Yellow-
stone cutthroat trout popula-
tions because of the creek’s 
proximity to the Lamar River 
basin, according to the draft 
environmental assessment 
written by Endicott.

The watershed is a critical 
stronghold for Yellowstone 
cutthroat trout in the park.

Montana fish removal debate sets back work to restore native trout
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TOP: A cutthroat trout spawns in Lamar Valley. LEFT: The 

sunset is reflected in Slough Creek in this 2018 file photo.

New England’s 
success against 
virus could be 
a model

COVID19

BY THE NUMBERS

70% 
Percentage 
of residents 
vaccinated in  
Vermont — the 
highest in the 
country

60% 
Percentage of 
residents across six 
N. England states 
that have received 
at least one 
vaccine dose

35% 
Percentage 
of vaccinated 
residents in three 
southern states
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