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THE BEAT GOES ON
A photo, a shared passion and the exchange of a drum kit



State hospitals
turn toward
international
nurses to fill
shortages
By NICK EHLI
Kaiser Health News

kill me!”
His love of drumming had
been with him since he was a
teenager. He got his first taste
when he attended a military
academy in his native Illinois,
where he played snare drum
at the school.
Clancy soon became a wellrespected carpenter in Illinois,
eventually moving to Bozeman in the 1970s and landing
a job with Martel Construction. His thumbprints can
be found everywhere in the
valley.
His final job before retiring
in 2012 was upgrading the
end zone at Bobcat Stadium,
Mary said. She pointed to a
book given to him as a retirement gift, saying that his life
was a timeline of jobs. The
only photo of Clancy in the
entire book was of him smiling, leaning against the newly
completed railing above the
end zone; the other pages
were filled with buildings
that were finished under his
supervision.
The love of drumming
never left. It stayed with him
through his career, through
raising four daughters. He
was known to pound his
palms and fists against the
dashboards of his friends’
cars, leaving behind dents
as a physical reminder of his
rhythm.

BILLINGS — Before Mary
Venus was offered a nursing job at
a hospital here, she’d never heard of
Billings or visited the United States.
A native of the Philippines, she
researched her prospective move
via the internet, set aside her angst
about the cold Montana winters
and took the job, sight unseen.
Venus has been in Billings since
mid-November, working in a surgical recovery unit at Billings Clinic,
Montana’s largest hospital in its
most populous city. She and her
husband moved into an apartment,
bought a car and are settling in.
They recently celebrated their first
INSIDE
wedding anniverOmicron
sary. Maybe, she
explosion
mused, this could
be a “forever
spurs
home.”
nationwide
“I am hoping to
breakdown
stay here,” Venus
of services
said. “So far, so
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good. It’s not easy,
though. For me,
it’s like living on another planet.”
Administrators at Billings Clinic
hope she stays, too. The hospital
has contracts with two dozen nurses from the Philippines, Thailand,
Kenya, Ghana and Nigeria, all set
to arrive in Montana by summer.
More nurses from far-off places are
likely.
Billings Clinic is just one of the
scores of hospitals across the U.S.
looking abroad to ease a shortage
of nurses worsened by the pandemic. The national demand is so
great that it’s created a backlog of
health care professionals awaiting
clearance to work in the U.S. More
than 5,000 international nurses are
awaiting final visa approval, the
American Association of International Healthcare Recruitment
reported in September.
“We are seeing an absolute boom
in requests for international nurses,” said Lesley Hamilton-Powers,
a board member of AAIHR and a
vice president for Avant Healthcare
Professionals in Florida.
Avant recruits nurses from other
countries and then works to place
them in U.S. hospitals, including Billings Clinic. Before the
pandemic, Avant would typically
have orders from hospitals for 800
nurses. It currently has more than
4,000 such requests, HamiltonPowers said.
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Finn Johnson plays a drum set in his room in Livingston on Monday. The set is a combination of drums he had previously acquired, along with
a full kit donated by a Bozeman family who saw a photo of him in the Bozeman Daily Chronicle this summer busking to fund a new drum set.

By ALEX MILLER
Chronicle Staff Writer

C

lancy Gaworski
never heard the
sound of 13-yearold Finn Johnson’s
pounding drums echoing through the streets of
Livingston.
It was a photograph
in the Chronicle of Finn
busking for money to buy
a new drum set last summer that caught Clancy’s
attention. He and his
wife, Mary Gaworski,
were reading the newspaper when he perked up
and announced his plan.

“He saw that picture in the
paper and said, ‘You know
what, if this young man is trying to earn the money to buy
his own, I want him to have
mine,’” Mary said recently, sitting in the dining room of her
Bozeman home.
Clancy always did what he
said he was going to do. He
and Mary had that conversation in August. Over the
next few months, Mary and
her daughter Cindy Soriano

SUNDAY’S WEATHER

Mostly sunny
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Finn Johnson, 12, plays a pared-down drum set on Main St. in downtown Livingston as his friend, Jonathan Sells, 12, takes a break from
skateboarding on Wednesday, Aug. 25, 2021. Johnson was busking to
raise money for a new drum set.

worked to connect with Finn’s
mother, Lesa Maher. Scheduling conflicts, missed calls and
unexpected events kept pushing the meeting back.
Shortly after New Year’s
Day, Finn got his drum set.
Mary and Soriano drove to
his home in Livingston, and
set the drums up, wrapping a
bow around the kick drum.
But Clancy wasn’t there. He
died in October. He was 74
years old.
■■■

In December, Mary walked
down the hall from her dining
room, which was glowing
with the reds and greens of

HIGH

LOW

30 12

family Christmas decorations, just a few weeks before
the exchange. She opened the
door to a room that she had
tried her best to avoid since
her husband of 45 years died:
the drum room.
Clancy would sit in that
small back room, bouncing
on his stool and playing his
drum kit with his earbuds
connected to the stereo.
Mary’s treadmill — now
occupied by boxes and some
hanging clothes — was set up
in that same room.
She would ask him to play a
beat for her to walk to. Sometimes he would play too fast.
“What’re you doing?” she
would joke. “You’re going to
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HAVE YOU SOMETIMES WISHED YOU COULD SPEND A HOLIDAY SOBER?
Alcoholics Anonymous® (A.A.) is a fellowship of men and women who share their experience, strength and hope with each other
that they may solve their common problem
and help others to recover from alcoholism.

WE ARE ALCOHOLICS HELPING
OTHER ALCOHOLICS STAY SOBER.

CONTACT AA TODAY!

The only requirement for membership is a
desire to stop drinking. There are no dues or
fees for A.A. membership; we are self-supporting through our own contributions.

CALL 1-833-800-8553 to talk to an A.A. member
or GO TO a MEETING in-person or online

A.A. is not allied with any sect, denomination, politics, organization or institution;
does not wish to engage in any controversy;
neither endorses nor opposes any causes.

FOR a list of ALL meetings and locations
VISIT THE WEBSITE aa-montana.org
or DOWNLOAD the MEETING GUIDE®
APP available on iphones and androids.

Our primary purpose is to stay sober
and help other alcoholics to achieve
sobriety.

aa-montana.org
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