
INSIDE

BIG SKY. . . . . . . . . . . . A3

NATION . . . . . . . . . . . A4

WORLD. . . . . . . . . . . . A9

OPINION . . . . . . . . . .  A6

DEATHS  . . . . . . . . . . . A7

POLICE REPORTS. . A7

REGION  . . . . . . . . . . . A7

SPORTS  . . . . . . . . . . .  B1

COMICS  . . . . . . . . . . C10

CLASSIFIEDS  . . . . . .  C1

TV LISTINGS. . . . . . .  C860 39Partly sunny

PAGE A10

HIGH     LOWTODAY’S WEATHER

Thursday, November ,   |  Dailychronicle.com .

By MELISSA LOVERIDGE

Chronicle Staff Writer

About six months into 
Judge Rienne McElyea’s tenure 
as a district court judge in 
Gallatin County, an electric 
heating unit caught fire on 
the third floor of the Law and 
Justice Center.

The small fire set off the 
fire alarms, but McElyea 
was working in her judge’s 
chamber with the door 
closed. She couldn’t hear the 
fire alarm from her office — 
someone had to come get her 
when they realized she hadn’t 
evacuated the building.

McElyea’s fire alarm story 
is just one in a plethora of 
stories about the inadequa-
cies of the Law and Justice 
center. The stories range from 
the mundane, like crowded 
hallways and bad cellphone 
service in a lot of the building, 
to the serious, like the struc-
tural instability of the build-
ing, its lack of fire suppression 
systems and accessibility for 
people in wheelchairs or with 
other mobility assistance 
devices.

On Tuesday, Gallatin 
County voters authorized a 
bond to replace the Law and 
Justice center, a building that 
was built as a Catholic school 
before the Americans with 

Disabilities Act mandated 
buildings be accessible to 
those with disabilities. The 
$29 million bond passed with 
just over 55% of the vote, 
according to the Gallatin 
County Elections Office.

“I think I can safely say on 
behalf of everybody in this 
building that works here, a 
huge thank you to the voters 
of Gallatin County,” said McE-
lyea. “I just really appreciate 

that they recognized that we 
had an inadequate building 
both from a safety perspective 
and an ADA compliance per-
spective … it’s a positive day 
today to be able to say this will 
be a new building and we can 
put this old school to rest.”

A slew of judges, attorneys 
and county commissioners 
echoed that sentiment: a new 
building for the courts is a 
necessity, especially as the 

county anticipates the ap-
pointment of a fourth district 
court judge in December.

Gallatin County Commis-
sioner Zach Brown said it’s a 
“major relief ” that the bond 
passed.

“We didn’t have a palatable 
plan B,” Zach Brown said. “It’s 
a relief that we don’t have to 
make really inefficient and 
not ideal decisions.”

By AARON BOLTON

Kaiser Health News

Montana Gov. Greg Gianforte’s 
administration quashed plans for a 
public service campaign to promote 
COVID-19 vaccinations for eligible 
teenagers over the summer, a former 
state health official said. That has led 
public health and medical experts 
to plan their own ad campaigns, in 
anticipation of the administration not 
publicly backing shots for kids 5 and up 
when doses for those children roll out.

A state endorsement and ad campaign 
on television, radio and the internet 
could encourage and 
persuade undecided 
parents to get their kids 
vaccinated. The lack of 
such public messaging 
could contribute to 
Montana’s continuing 
lag in vaccination 
rates and high ranking 
in COVID-19 cases, 
hospitalizations and 
deaths.

Jim Murphy, a 
former communicable disease bureau 
chief for the Montana Department of 
Public Health and Human Services, said 
state health officials began discussing 
plans to launch public service campaigns 
for the vaccine under former Gov. Steve 
Bullock, a Democrat. The plans included 
promotion of the vaccine for eligible 
teenagers, Murphy said.

Gianforte, a Republican, took office in 
January as the vaccines were rolling out 
around the country. 

In the months that followed, Murphy 
and other officials in the state health 
department began drafting language 
encouraging parents to get their teens 
vaccinated, he said. The governor’s office 
had the ultimate say over what ended up 
in the ads and in late spring, Murphy said, 
the Gianforte administration scrubbed 
references promoting vaccines for kids.

“The word that our team got was that 
those scripts were being revised and 
we wouldn’t be directly promoting teen 
vaccination for COVID from a state 
level,” Murphy said.

Murphy said the Gianforte 
administration expressed concern 
that the ads could be viewed as 
undermining parental consent. Many 
officials inside DPHHS thought the 
concern was unfounded as medical 
providers, pharmacies and public health 
departments administering shots all 
regularly deal with parental consent, he 
said.

By The Associated Press

Hugs with friends. Birthday 
parties indoors. Pillow fights. 
School children who got 
their first COVID-19 shots 
Wednesday said these are the 
pleasures they look forward to as 
the U.S. enters a major new phase 
in fighting the pandemic.

Health officials hailed 
shots for kids aged 5 to 11 as 
a major breakthrough after 
more than 18 months of illness, 
hospitalizations, deaths and 
disrupted education. 

Kid-sized doses of the Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccine cleared two 
final hurdles Tuesday — a 
recommendation from CDC 
advisers, followed by a green 
light from Dr. Rochelle Walensky, 

director of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.

At a Decatur, Georgia, 
pediatrician’s office Wednesday, 
10-year-old Mackenzie Olson 
took off her black leather jacket 
and rolled up her sleeve as her 
mother looked on.

“I see my friends but not the 
way I want to. I want to hug 
them, play games with them 
that we don’t normally get to,” 
and have a pillow fight with her 
best friend, Mackenzie said after 
getting her shot at the Children’s 
Medical Group site.

With the federal government 
promising enough vaccine 
to protect the nation’s 28 
million kids in this age group, 
pediatricians’ offices and 
hospitals began inoculating 
children, with schools, 
pharmacies and other locations 
planning to follow suit in the 
days ahead.

The atmosphere surrounding 
the launch of shots for 
elementary-age students was 
festive in many locations. 

Roll up your sleeves: Children’s turn arrives for COVID-19 shots

AP

Carter Giglio, 8, joined by service dog Barney of Hero Dogs, shows off the 

bandaid over his injection site after being vaccinated Wednesday at 

Children’s National Hospital in Washington.

“I see my friends but not the way I want to. I want 
to hug them, play games with them that we don’t 
normally get to,” and have a pillow fight with her 

best friend, 10-year-old Mackenzie Olson said.
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Gianforte 
nixed kids’ 
vaccine 
campaign

Gianforte

A GAGGLE

RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

A gaggle of geese hang out by the water’s edge at Diamond Park on Wednesday.
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New courts building bond approval a ‘major relief ’

SAMUEL WILSON/CHRONICLE/REPORT FOR AMERICA

Flower planters brighten the entrance to the Law and Justice Center.
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