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HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) 
— The U.S. surpassed a 
jarring milestone Wednesday 
in the coronavirus pandemic: 
100,000 deaths.

That number is the best 
estimate and most assuredly 
an undercount. But it 
represents the stark reality 
that more Americans have 
died  from the virus than 
from the Vietnam and Korea 
wars combined.

“It’s a striking reminder 

of how dangerous this virus 
can be,” said Josh Michaud, 
associate director of 
global health policy 
with the Kaiser 
Family Foundation in 
Washington. 

Worldwide, the 
virus has infected 
more than 5.6 million 
people and killed 
over 350,000, with the U.S. 
having the most confirmed 
cases and deaths by far, 

according to a tally by Johns 
Hopkins University. Europe 

has recorded about 
170,000 deaths, while 
the U.S. reached more 
than 100,000 in less 
than four months.

The true death toll 
from the virus, which 
emerged in China 
late last year and was 

first reported in the U.S. in 
January, is widely believed to 
be significantly higher, with 

experts saying many victims 
died of COVID-19 without 
ever being tested for it.

At the end of March, the 
U.S. eclipsed China with 
3,500 deaths. Now, the U.S. 
has not only the highest 
death total, but the highest 
number of confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 in the world, 
making up more than 30% of 
the global total.

By GAIL SCHONTZLER

Chronicle Staff Writer

H
ow do you get 
20,000 people 
into classrooms 

and dormitories, yet 
keep them safe from the 
coronavirus?

That’s the challenging puzzle 
Montana State University is 
working to solve so that thou-
sands of students, staff and 
faculty members can return to 
campus Aug. 17.

MSU has set up seven work-
ing groups trying to figure out 
everything from academics to 
athletics, dorms to dining halls.

Leaders of the groups met 
online Wednesday with Provost 
Bob Mokwa, head of the Uni-
versity Reconstitution Commit-
tee, to discuss ideas for keeping 
people safe in classrooms and 
dormitories through social 
distancing and sanitizing and 
cleaning spaces.

The committee’s recom-
mendations — plus direc-
tions from the commissioner 
of higher education’s office 
and the Gallatin City-County 
Health Department — will go 
to President Waded Cruzado 
and her executive team for final 
decisions throughout summer.

One idea is to provide every 
student and employee with a 
sanitizing kit so that they can 
clean their own environments.

“We put together a plan to 
enable folks to take sanitization 
into their own hands,” 
said Dan Stevenson, 
associate vice president 
of university services.

Everyone returning 
to campus — roughly 
17,000 students and 
3,000 employees — 
would get a kit with a 
refillable spritz bottle 
for disinfectant, three washable 
micro-cloths and a reusable 
hand sanitizer squeeze bottle, 

Stevenson suggested. Refill 
stations could be set up around 

campus.
“The faculty has 

said many times that 
they want to feel em-
powered and want to 
be able to clean, even 
though they know it 
will be cleaned” by 
the custodial staff, 
said Tami Eitle, vice 

provost.
Already 31 sanitizing sta-

tions have been set up around 

campus for on-campus staff 
members to use.

No decision has been made 
yet on whether to ask students 
to wear masks in class, said 
Tracy Ellig, MSU spokesman.

In the dorms, one working 
group is looking into requiring 
masks when students use com-
mon areas where distancing 
isn’t possible, like restrooms, 
hallways and laundry rooms, 
said Tom Stump, associate vice 
president for auxiliary services.

HELENA (AP) — Montana 
voters must have their primary 
ballots in to their county election 
offices by 8 p.m. Tuesday in 
order for them to be counted, the 
Montana Supreme Court said 
Wednesday.

The justices blocked an order 
issued by a Billings judge last week 
that said ballots would be counted 
as long as they were postmarked 
on or before Election Day.

“I am pleased that the Montana 
Supreme Court maintained our 
long-standing ballot deadline of 
8 p.m. on Election Day, especially 
since some counties are using 
prepaid ballot return envelopes 
that won’t be postmarked,” said 
Attorney General Tim Fox, who 
filed the motion Tuesday to 
overturn District Judge Donald 
Harris’ order on behalf of 
Secretary of State Corey Stapleton. 
“Ten days before an election is 
not an appropriate time to upend 
an important and widely known 
voting law.”
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U.S. virus deaths surpass 100,000

Court rules 
ballots must 
be received by 
Election Day
■ Voters must have 
primary ballots in to 
their county election 
offices by 8 p.m. Tuesday 

By FREDDY MONARES

Chronicle Staff Writer

A Belgrade man was arrested 
Tuesday on charges that accuse 
him of making racist and 
threatening comments toward a 
co-worker, telling him “we kill 
people like you.”

Jim Daniels, 60, is charged with 
felony malicious 
intimidation. He 
appeared via video 
in Gallatin County 
Justice Court 
before Judge Rick 
West, who set his 
bail at $100,000.

The victim, 
who is Brazilian, 
has worked at 
Rent For Less in 
Bozeman for two years and said 
the racial threats by Daniels started 
as comments about the color of his 
skin. Those comments eventually 
escalated, and Daniels on several 
occasions brandished a shotgun 
and tried to provoke the victim 
into a fight, authorities said.

Belgrade man 
arrested for 
racist threats

■ At the end of March, the 
U.S. eclipsed China with 
3,500 deaths. Now, the U.S. 
has not only the highest 
death total, but the highest 
number of confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 in the world, 
making up more than 30% 
of the global total.
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Daniels

Challenging puzzle
■ MSU tackles how to keep students safe from virus this fall
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Students walk through campus Wednesday at Montana State University.
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