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By NORA SHELLY

Chronicle Staff Writer

Bozeman city commissioners 
approved two code changes 
this week they hope will make 
it easier to build accessory 
dwelling units and alleviate 
housing supply pressure, but 
they are pushing the city to go 
further.

Accessory dwelling units — 
sometimes garages or small 
additions converted into 
residences — are relatively 
few in Bozeman, with only a 
handful of applications coming 
into the city each year.

Though the units are allowed 
in all residential areas, the 
city’s codes pose a barrier to 
many looking to add one to 
a property. Commissioners 
this week approved removing 
the minimum parking 
requirements for ADUs and 
changing the standard that 
ground-floor accessory units 
have alley access to also allow 
a pedestrian connection to an 
adjacent sidewalk or road.

“By removing minimum 
parking requirements 
and changing the alley 
access standards, this 
amendment should open up 

a lot of properties throughout 
Bozeman to be able to 
construct ADUs,” city Associate 
Planner Jacob Miller said 
during Tuesday’s meeting. “I 
think these updates open up 
more properties than any other 
updates that we could make to 
ADU standards.”

Between five and 15 
applications for ADUs are 
submitted to the city each year, 
City Manager Jeff Mihelich said 
during the meeting, a number 

City Commissioner Jennifer 
Madgic said is too low.

Madgic and other 
commissioners noted that 
ADUs, which can be expensive 
to construct, aren’t a quick fix 
to the housing crisis. Madgic 
said her own property is 
perfectly set up to include an 
accessory unit, but the cost 
of building one puts it out of 
reach.

“It’s in reality a way to 
increase density and to make 

improvements, but it’s not going 
to fix our housing situation 
right now,” Madgic said.

Though several 
commissioners and public 
commenters hailed the 
changes, saying that anything 
that can help the housing crisis 
is worth doing, commissioners 
also were frustrated that 
more code changes weren’t 
considered Tuesday night.

An audit of the city’s 
development codes released 
earlier this year suggested the 
two changes commissioners 
approved this week, but also 
went further, recommending 
Bozeman consider raising the 
occupancy limit on ADUs 
from two to four people and 
increasing the permitted size of 
a unit from 600 square feet to 
800 square feet.

Commissioner Christopher 
Coburn questioned why those 
two suggestions were not 
included with the alley access 
and parking changes and 
urged city staff to move those 
proposals forward.

Mayor Cyndy Andrus said 
the commission gave strong 
direction to Mihelich to bring 
those changes back to the 
commission soon.

By TOM KUGLIN

Lee Newspapers

Revenue generated by Montana’s 
state trust lands topped $100 million 
last fiscal year, the first time in six 
years revenue has hit triple figures.

The state’s roughly 5.2 million 
surface and 6.2 million mineral 
acres are managed by the Montana 
Department of Natural Resources 
and Conservation under the purview 
of the Montana State Board of Land 
Commissioners. The board is made 
up of Montana’s top five statewide 
elected officials: Gov. Greg Gianforte, 
Attorney General Austin Knudsen, 
Secretary of State Christi Jacobsen, 
State Auditor Troy Downing and 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Elsie Arntzen.

DNRC Trust Land Division 
Administrator Shawn Thomas 
detailed the uptick in revenue at 
Monday’s Land Board meeting 
and what it means for the trust’s 
beneficiaries, primarily K-12 schools. 
Revenue also goes to universities, 
the school for the deaf and blind, the 
Montana Veterans Home and public 
buildings. 

In fiscal year 2021 ending in June, 
state trust lands produced $107.3 
million, up from $92.1 million in 
the previous fiscal year. The last 
time that figure topped $100 million 
was in FY15. Revenue comes from 
a combination of agriculture, 
timber, public access, real estate and 
minerals.

“This really is reflective of the 
over 120 people that work for 
the division that get up each and 
every day with a mission-driven 
approach of generating revenue for 
our beneficiaries, most notably the 
common school K-12,” Thomas told 
the board.

WASHINGTON (AP) — Pressed 
to address gaping inequality in global 
COVID-19 vaccines, the Biden 
administration took steps Wednesday 
to make billions of dollars available 
to drugmakers to scale up 
domestic production to share 
with the world and prepare for 
the next pandemic.

Under the new initiative, 
the government’s Biomedical 
Advanced Research and 
Development Authority is 
soliciting pharmaceutical 
companies with proven ability 
to make the more-effective 
mRNA vaccines to bid for U.S. 
investment in scaling up their 
manufacturing. Pfizer and Moderna 
produce the two U.S.-approved mRNA 
shots.

The White House hopes the move will 
build capacity to produce an additional 1 

billion shots per year.
The initiative comes as the Biden 

White House has faced growing pressure 
at home and abroad over inequity in 
the global vaccine supply — as the 

U.S. moves toward approving 
booster shots for all adults 
while vulnerable people in 
poorer nations wait for their 
first dose of protection.

According to an analysis 
by the ONE Campaign, an 
international aid and advocacy 
organization, only 4.7% of 
people living in low-income 
countries have received a 
first dose. Wealthy nations 
administered more than 173 

million booster shots, while lower-
income countries have administered 
about 32 million first shots.

U.S. offers investment to boost global COVID-19 vaccine capacity

AP

A dose of a Pfizer vaccine is prepared at Lurie Children’s hospital, Nov. 5 in Chicago.More CAPACITY  I A10

READY FOR WINTER
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Justin Stoddard with the city park’s department blows leaves out of the Anderson Pavilion in Bogert Park on Wednesday. The park’s department 

hopes to have the infrastructure for the Bogert Park ice rink set up by the end of the week, however the weather will have to stay consistently 

below freezing before the city can start laying the ice.

City commissioners approve loosened rules for ADUs
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Bozeman City Hall is pictured on Aug. 12.
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Montana 
trust land 
revenue 
tops $107M
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Montana State Trust Land is pictured 

outside of Helena.

More REVENUE  |  A10

The White 
House hopes 
the move will 
build capacity 
to produce an 

additional 
1 billion shots 

per year.


