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MAMMOTH HOT 
SPRINGS — Pat Moran loves 
her new home in Yellowstone 
National Park. She shares the 
two-bedroom modular house 
with a roommate, and she 
enjoys spending time outside 
on the front porch. She 
insisted on setting up some 
chairs there.

Moran works at 
Yellowstone’s Central Fee 
Office, and she’s one of several 
employees who just moved 
into new modular homes 
at the YACC Camp around 
Mammoth Hot Springs. 
The houses replaced 30- to 
40-year-old trailers that were 
poorly maintained and served 
seasonal employees.

“I think this site is symbolic 
of the past and the future 
— the past being a place we 
don’t want to have for our 
employees ever again, and the 
future being what can happen 
when a team like you come 

together,” Superintendent 
Cam Sholly told a group of 
staff members on Wednesday.

On Wednesday morning, 
Sholly and other project 
leaders cut a white ribbon 
at the front of the new 
cluster of modular 
homes near Mammoth 
Hot Springs.

Work to construct 
and install 20 two-
bedroom modulars and 
12 one-bedroom modulars 
at the YACC Camp in 
Mammoth was one step in a 
multimillion-dollar effort to 

improve employee housing in 
and around the world’s first 
national park.

“If we want to do a better 
job from a workforce 
recruitment and retention 

standpoint, it’s a buyer’s 
market out there, and 
there are lots of jobs 
all over the country,” 

Sholly said. “Where 
people live is pretty 

important to the decisions 
they make in relation to 
where they work.”

There are four goals in 
the park’s overall strategy to 
improve employee housing. 
First, officials want to replace 

all outdated trailers with high-
quality modular cabins. In 
2020, they were awarded $20 
million in contracts to aid in 
that effort.

Workers have finished 
constructing the houses at 
Mammoth, and staff are also 
moving into 10 new modular 
homes at Old Faithful. Two 
more modular homes have 
been installed at Bechler, and 
21 more are being built near 
Yellowstone Lake and West 
Yellowstone, Sholly said.

Project manager Kyle Stone 
said all the units at Mammoth 
are ADA-accessible, highly 
energy-efficient and have fire 
suppression systems. “In less 
than two years, we delivered 
44 homes across the park,” he 
said.

“We probably couldn’t have 
had a more difficult two-year 
period of time to try to do 
something like this,” he said. 

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— The Senate fell far short 
Wednesday in a rushed 
effort toward enshrining 
Roe v. Wade abortion access 
as federal law, blocked by a 
Republican filibuster in a blunt 
display of the nation’s partisan 
divide over the landmark court 
decision and the limits of 
legislative action.

The almost party-line tally 
promises to be the first of 
several efforts in Congress to 
preserve the nearly 50-year-old 
court ruling, which declares a 
constitutional right to abortion 
services but is at serious risk of 
being overturned this summer 
by a conservative Supreme 
Court.

President Joe Biden called 
on the Congress controlled by 
Democrats to pass legislation 
to protect abortion services 
for millions of Americans. 
But his party’s slim majority 
proved unable to overcome the 
filibuster led by Republicans, 
who have been working for 
decades to install conservative 
Supreme Court justices and 
end Roe v. Wade. The vote 

was 51-49 against proceeding, 
with 60 votes needed to move 
ahead.

“The American people are 
watching,” said Senate Majority 
Leader Chuck Schumer ahead 
of the vote. “The public will 
not forget which side of the 
vote senators fall on today.”

Congress has battled for 
years over abortion policy, but 
the Wednesday vote to take 

up a House-passed bill was 
given new urgency after the 
disclosure of a draft Supreme 
Court opinion to overturn the 
Roe decision that many had 
believed to be settled law.

The outcome of the 
conservative-majority court’s 
actual ruling, expected this 
summer, is sure to reverberate 
around the country and on 
the campaign trail ahead of 

the fall midterm elections that 
will determine which party 
controls Congress.

Security was tight at the 
Capitol where Vice President 
Kamala Harris presided, and it 
has been bolstered across the 
street at the Supreme Court 
after protesters turned out in 
force last week following the 
leaked draft.

Scores of House Democratic 
lawmakers marched protest-
style to the Senate and briefly 
watched from the visitor 
galleries.

Dems’ effort to secure Roe v. Wade falls to filibuster

AP

Sen. Lisa Murkowski, R-Alaska, speaks to an aide as senators arrive 

Wednesday before a procedural vote on the Women’s Health Protection 

Act to codify the landmark 1973 Roe v. Wade at the Capitol in Washington.

“The American people 
are watching. The 

public will not forget 
which side of the vote 
senators fall on today.”

 — Senate Majority Leader 

Chuck Schumer
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Gallatin County and the city of 
Belgrade have been waiting for 
a month-and-a-half for the city 
of Bozeman to decide on a new 
interlocal health agreement that 
would create a governing body to 
oversee the health department and 
health board.

If Bozeman does not sign the new 
agreement, state law requires the city 
to create its own health department.

People involved in the process 
anticipated that the city would have 
the health agreement appear on its 
meeting agenda Tuesday, but that did 
not happen.

Instead, Gallatin County 
Commissioner Zach Brown spoke 
during the meeting and gave the city 
commission a letter providing a series 
of dates and alternatives.

The county’s letter said that if the 
city does not decide whether they will 
sign the agreement by Friday then 
the county will begin to draft a new 
health agreement that includes only 
Gallatin County and Belgrade.

It’s the latest step in the sluggish 
process to comply with the changes 
created by a pair of state laws. 

RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

Daffodils peek through snow outside of 

Bozeman City Hall on April 23.
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By NORA SHELLY

Chronicle Staff Writer

Gallatin County commissioners 
are getting impatient with the city of 
Bozeman’s hesitancy to sign onto an 
interlocal agreement to establish a 
restructured health department.

Gallatin County and Bozeman 
officials have been negotiating 
on how to reform the agreement 
governing the health department and 
its health board in light of two laws 
passed during the 2021 Montana 
Legislature limiting the powers and 
scope of local health departments.

The two entities have also been 
talking with the city of Belgrade, 
which is not part of a decades-old 
interlocal agreement governing the 
current health department and board 
but will join the new one due to its 
population growth.

But while both Gallatin County 
and Belgrade commissions have 
signed onto the agreement, Bozeman 
has not.

During its regular Tuesday meeting 
this week, the city commission did 
not discuss the issue at all, though 
May 10 had previously been the 
target date for the city to vote on the 
agreement.

Gallatin 
pushes city 
for answers 
on health 
dept plan
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Home in the park
Yellowstone opens new employee housing in Mammoth

PHOTOS BY SAMUEL WILSON/CHRONICLE/REPORT FOR AMERICA

ABOVE: Yellowstone National Park Superintendent Cam Sholly, left, 

shakes hands with Kyle Stone, a civil engineer with the National Parks 

Service, after cutting a ribbon celebrating the completion of a new 

employee housing project at Mammoth Hot Springs on Wednesday. 

BELOW: A view of the housing, which replaces decades-old trailers.

standpoint, it’s a buyer’s 

Sholly said. “Where 
people live is pretty 
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Impasse has 
stretched more 
than a month
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