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HOUSTON (AP) — A corona-
virus resurgence is wiping out two 
months of progress in the U.S. and 
sending infections to dire new lev-
els across the South and West, with 
administrators and health experts 
warning Wednesday that politicians 
and a tired-of-being-cooped-up 
public are letting a disaster unfold.

The U.S. recorded a one-day total 
of 34,700 new COVID-19 cases, 
the highest level since late April, 
when the number 
peaked at 36,400, 
according to the 
count kept by 
Johns Hopkins 
University. 

While newly 
confirmed infec-
tions have been 
declining steadily 
in early hot spots 
such as New York and New Jersey, 
several other states set single-day 
records this week, including Ari-
zona, California, Mississippi, Ne-
vada, Texas and Oklahoma. Some 
of them also broke hospitalization 
records, as did North Carolina and 
South Carolina.

“People got complacent,” said Dr. 
Marc Boom, CEO of the Houston 
Methodist hospital system. “And it’s 
coming back and biting us, quite 
frankly.”

By SHAYLEE RAGAR 

AND PERRIN STEIN

Chronicle Staff Writers

A
fter moving to 
Bozeman in 
2005, Judith 

Heilman was sure she 
knew every other Black 
person who lived here.

“But I gave that up a long 
time ago,” she said, laughing.

Heilman, executive director 
of the Montana Racial Equity 

Project, started visiting 
the Gallatin Valley in 2001 
before permanently moving 
four years later. She’s seen 
the rapid growth of both 
the city and Montana State 
University.

And with that growth 
comes a more diverse 
population.

According 
to the U.S. 
Census 
Bureau, 
between 
2000 and 
2010, the number of Black 
residents in Bozeman 
increased from 92 to 174. 
The number of Indigenous 
residents in Bozeman 
increased from 348 to 
414. The number of Asian 
residents increased from 
448 to 715. The number of 
Hispanic residents increased 

from 447 to 1,096.
That was 2010, when 

Bozeman’s population was 
37,280 and 94% white. After 
the 2020 census is counted, 
Bozeman is expected to top 
50,000 and be around 92% 
white.

As Bozeman becomes 
more diverse, 
activists 
have called 
on local 
government 
to reflect 
that, and 

to do more to combat racial 
discrimination. Recent 
protests against racism and 
police violence sparked by the 
killing of George Floyd have 
reinforced the idea.

Bozeman United for Racial 
Justice called on Montana 
State University and local 
businesses to adopt anti-racist 

practices, increase diversity in 
hiring and provide anti-bias 
and bystander intervention 
training for staff in the wake 
of nationwide protests. 
Activists asked the city of 
Bozeman to redistribute the 
police department’s budget to 
pay for more social services.

A new local task force 
focused on advancing the 
status of women and girls 
in Bozeman called on local 
officials in May to add more 
women and people of color 
to decision-making boards 
toward parity.

Heilman, whose 
organization advocates 
for racial equity and 
justice statewide, said that 
having people with diverse 
backgrounds and experiences 
involved in local government 
is important everywhere.

By FREDDY MONARES

Chronicle Staff Writer

Gov. Steve Bullock said he would 
announce Thursday a directive 
that would allow visitors at nursing 
home facilities as long as those 
places adhere to strict federal 
guidelines.

Under the directive, Bullock 
said, nursing homes and assisted 
living facilities may allow visitors 
in accordance with the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services 
guidance and after notifying 
residents and their families.

“The federal guidance for what 
nursing homes should have in place 
before they allow visitation is very 
strict,” he said.

Bullock said those facilities should 
have sufficient protective gear, and 
implement and continue testing 
for residents and staff. He said the 
state has provided testing for willing 
nursing home residents and staff.

Nursing homes should continue 
encouraging virtual visitation, 
Bullock said, especially for visitors 
from out of state or those from 
areas with community transmission 
of the virus. Those who come to 
the facilities should be screened 
for symptoms and have their 
temperatures taken before being 
allowed inside the nursing home.

‘Coming 
back and 
biting us’

COMBATING COVID19

By HELENA DORE

Chronicle Staff Writer

A woman sustained minor 
injuries after she was knocked 
down by a grizzly bear in 
Yellowstone National Park on 
Monday.

The 37-year-old woman from 
Columbia, Missouri, was hiking 
alone on the Fairy Falls Trail 
near Old Faithful when she 
ran into two grizzly bears “at a 
very close range,” according to 
a Wednesday news release from 
the park.

One of the bears, a female, 
knocked the woman down, 
causing minor injuries on 
the woman’s face and thigh. 
The woman, who attempted 
to use her bear spray during 
the altercation, did not accept 
medical attention after the 
incident, the release says.

“From the injured person’s 
statements, this appears to be a 

typical case of a mother grizzly 
bear protecting her offspring 
following a close-range 
encounter,” said Kerry Gunther, 
Yellowstone’s bear management 
biologist. “Because this bear was 
displaying natural protective 
behavior for its cub, no action 

will be taken against the bear. 
Several trails in the area will be 
closed to give the grizzly family 
group time to clear from the 
area.”

The incident is still under 
investigation.

Park officials have 

temporarily closed the Fairy 
Falls Trail, the Fountain Freight 
Road, Imperial Geyser and 
Sentinel Meadows trail. They 
also closed parts of the Fairy 
Creek trail and individual 
campsites in the area.

It’s the first such encounter in 
2020, according to the release. 
The most recent incident 
involving a bear came in June 
2019, when a black bear bit into 
a tent and bruised a woman’s 
thigh.

Park officials recommend 
park visitors hike in groups of 
three or more, carry bear spray 
and know how to use it, make 
noise while hiking, avoid hiking 
at dawn, dusk or at night, and 
stay out of areas closed for bear 
management.

“Wildlife in Yellowstone 
National Park are wild. When 
an animal is near a trail, 
boardwalk, parking lot, or in a 
developed area, give it space,” 
the release says.

Woman injured by grizzly in Yellowstone National Park

BRYAN SUCHEY/CONTRIBUTED

A grizzly bear is shown in this photograph taken near Tower Junction in 

Yellowstone National Park on April 19.
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■ U.S. experiencing 
a virus resurgence

An aerial view of Bozeman from Peets Hill on Wednesday afternoon. Activists are calling on local government to respond 

to the demonstrations protesting racial inequality and police brutality. (Rachel Leathe/Chronicle)

Editor’s Note: This is the 
third installment in “Beyond 
the rallies,” a Chronicle series 
about what the worldwide 
protests over the treatment 
of people of color mean for 
Bozeman.

As Bozeman activists call for action, local government responds
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home visits
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