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WASHINGTON (AP) — Dr. 
Anthony Fauci said Friday that 
he remains confident that a coro-
navirus vaccine will be ready by 
early next year, telling lawmakers 
that a quarter-million Americans 
already have volunteered to take 
part in clinical trials. 

But if the future looks en-
couraging, public health alarms 
are still going off in the present. 
Officials testifying with Fauci at 
a contentious House hearing ac-
knowledged that the U.S. remains 
unable to deliver all COVID-19 
test results within two or three 
days, and they jointly pleaded 
with Americans to comply with 
basic precautions such as wear-
ing masks, avoiding crowds, and 

washing hands frequently.
Those simple steps can deliver 

“the same bang for the buck as if 
we just shut the entire economy 
down,” said a frustrated Dr. 
Robert Redfield, direc-
tor of the Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention, adding that 
he has studies to back 
that up.

Looking ahead, 
Fauci said he’s “cau-
tiously optimistic that 
we will have a vaccine 
by the end of this year and as 
we go into 2021. I don’t think 
it’s dreaming ... I believe it’s a 
reality (and) will be shown to be 
reality.” As the government’s top 

infectious disease expert, Fauci 
heads the National Institute of 
Allergy and Infectious Diseases.

Under White House orders, 
federal health agencies and the 

Defense Department 
are carrying out a plan 
dubbed Operation 
Warp Speed to deliver 
300 million vaccine 
doses on a compressed 
timeline. That will hap-
pen only after the Food 
and Drug Administra-
tion determines that 

one or more vaccines are safe 
and effective. Several candidates 
are being tested.

BILLINGS (AP) — The Trump 
administration is moving to 
restrict what land and water areas 
can be declared as “habitat” for 
imperiled plants and animals — 
potentially excluding locations 
that species could use in the 
future as climate change upends 
ecosystems.

The proposal obtained in 
advance of its Friday release by The 
Associated Press would for the first 
time define “habitat” for purposes 

of enforcing the Endangered 
Species Act, the landmark law that 
has dictated species protections 
efforts in the U.S. since 1973.

A final decision is expected by 
year’s end, with broad implications 
for how lands are managed and 
how far the government must go in 
protecting plants and animals that 
could be sliding toward extinction.

Democratic lawmakers and 
wildlife advocates said the proposal 
ignores shifting threats to wildlife 

and plants due to climate 
change and habitat loss.

It follows other steps 
under Trump to scale back 
or alter endangered 
species rules, 
including lifting 
blanket protections 
for animals newly 
listed as threatened and 
setting cost estimates for 
saving species.

By SHAYLEE RAGAR

Chronicle Staff Writer

A
s construction 
continues 
to boom in 

Bozeman, conservation 
groups are advocating 
for the city to require 
restoration of lost 
wetlands.

Right now, the city and local 
developers compensate for 
wetlands lost to new construc-
tion by purchasing credits at 
certified wetland banks, all of 
which are outside of the Lower 
Gallatin Watershed. Federal law 
requires the mitigation, but it’s 
not been required to happen in 
the same watershed where the 
impact occurs.

Essentially, when Gallatin 
Valley loses wetlands and all 
of the associated ecological 
benefits, it doesn’t get any of the 
benefits from required mitiga-
tion.

Bozeman commissioners 
have identified wetlands pres-
ervation as a complicated issue 
and added it to their strategic 
plan. A few local conservation 
groups want to push the issue to 
the forefront.

The issue came up recently 
when city commissioners ap-
proved purchasing one-tenth of 
an acre from Upper Missouri 
Mitigation Bank near Twin 
Bridges to make up for impacts 
to wetlands caused by a city 
wastewater project.

It’s a fairly minor impact, said 
Chris Nixon, president of the 
Sacajawea Audubon Society, 
but at the rate that Bozeman is 

growing, the small impacts add 
up.

“There’s not one or any par-
ticular project. It’s like death by 
a thousands cuts,” Nixon said.

The Audubon Society also 
advocates that the city prevent 

further impacts to wetlands due 
to development, Nixon said. 
But the organization is push-
ing for a local wetland bank so 
that “when impacts cannot be 
avoided, at least then we’d have 
the mechanism to retain our 

resources in this immediate 
drainage,” he said.

The Audubon Society owns 
land that could potentially 
be used as a local mitigation 
bank — 32 acres of wetlands 
that were donated by 
developers Mike Delaney 
and Ileana Indreland last 
year. But it would require a 
partnership with the city, and 
for city regulations to require 
developers use it.

Wendy Weaver of Montana 
Aquatic Resources Services has 
been advocating for changes to 
the system for years. She said 
that although having a wetland 
mitigation bank in town is 
ideal, just having one within 
the same watershed is the goal. 
Without it, the watershed is 
losing the ecological services, 
like water filtration, that 
wetlands perform, she said.

By MELISSA LOVERIDGE

Chronicle Staff Writer

A Gallatin County resident in 
her 90s died of complications due 
to COVID-19 Friday, according to 
the Gallatin City-County Health 
Department.

The woman is the third Gallatin 
County resident to die of the 
virus. She had been hospitalized, 
though it is unclear if she was 
in the hospital at the time of her 
death.

The health department declined 
to release any additional details.

“It’s heartbreaking to lose 
anyone and we send our 
condolences to family and 
friends,” said Gallatin City-County 
Health Department Health Officer 
Matt Kelley. 

COMBATING COVID19

Fauci: Confident vaccine will be ready in ’21

Officials seek limits on ‘habitat’ for imperiled species

This Sept. 27, 2011 photo shows a gopher frog at the Audubon Zoo in New Orleans. (AP)

AP

Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute for Allergy and 

Infectious Diseases, arrives to a House hearing on the coronavirus Friday.
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Third county 
resident dies 
of COVID-19

By SHAYLEE RAGAR

Chronicle Staff Writer

An algae bloom with the 
potential to produce harmful 
toxins has been identified at 
Hyalite Reservoir, one of Bozeman’s 
most popular outdoor recreation 
sites.

The Gallatin City-County 
Health Department is advising 
visitors to the reservoir south of 
Bozeman to be cautious and avoid 
any algae bloom suspended in 
water that looks “like pea soup, 
grass clippings or green latex 
paint,” according to a Friday news 
release.

Algae bloom 
ID’d at Hyalite
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‘Death by a thousand cuts’
Groups push for wetlands mitigation in Bozeman amid booming development

PHOTOS BY RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

TOP: A sign at the Indreland Audubon Wetland Preserve warns of 

nesting sites buried in the wetland on Thursday. ABOVE: A feather is 

buried in the grass along a trail through preserve.
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