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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Joe Biden on Saturday 
hailed Congress’ passage of his $1 
trillion infrastructure package as 
a “monumental step forward for 
the nation” after fractious fellow 
Democrats resolved a months-long 
standoff in their ranks to seal the 
deal.

“Finally, infrastructure week,” a 
beaming Biden told reporters. “I’m 
so happy to say that: infrastructure 
week.”

The House passed the measure 
228-206 late Friday, prompting 
prolonged cheers 
from the relieved 
Democratic side 
of the chamber. 
Thirteen 
Republicans, 
mostly moderates, 
supported the 
legislation while 
six of Democrats’ 
farthest left members opposed it.

Approval of the bill, which 
promises to create legions of jobs 
and improve broadband, water 
supplies and other public works, 
sends it to the desk of a president 
whose approval ratings have 
dropped and whose nervous party 
got a cold shoulder from voters in 
this past week’s off-year elections.

Democratic candidates for 
governor were defeated in Virginia 
and squeaked through in New 
Jersey, two blue-leaning states. 
Those setbacks made party leaders 
— and moderates and liberals alike 
— impatient to produce impactful 
legislation and demonstrate they 
know how to govern. Democrats 
can ill afford to seem in disarray 
a year before midterm elections 
that could give Republicans 
congressional control.

Voters “want us to deliver,” Biden 
said, and Friday’s vote “proved we 
can.”

By JULIANA SUKUT

Chronicle Staff Writer

K
atie Joyce was in 

and out of the 

Hope House, 

an adult mental health 

crisis stabilization center, 

for much of the past two 

years.

Katie, diagnosed with 
obsessive compulsive disor-
der and bipolar disorder, had 
been fighting addiction and 
frequent manic episodes. Her 
health had been deteriorat-
ing for several years, said her 
mother, Cathy Joyce, a substi-
tute teacher in Bozeman.

Katie, 27, grew up in Boze-
man and moved back home 
two years ago after living in 
Arizona. She enjoyed work, 
beading rosaries, her child-
hood dog Buddy and had “the 
sweetest, biggest heart,” her 
parents said.

But it was after moving 
back to Montana that her 
mother says Katie was often 
unable to find the care she 
needed, especially as many 
services moved online during 
the pandemic.

Her parents, who own a 
stable near Gooch Hill, said 
a lack of stimulant and drug 
treatments in Bozeman and 
long-term solutions for their 
daughter eventually led to a 
tipping point.

Katie tried a treatment 
program in Billings. She was 
in and out of short stays at 
the Hope House, saw psychia-
trists and counselors and took 
a trip handcuffed in the back 
of a sheriff ’s car to the state 
mental hospital in November 
2020. But she couldn’t find the 
right mix of care before her 
parents said she gave up.

This past June, Katie died 
by suicide. Her family is still 
questioning why Katie didn’t 
get the care she needed.

“I’m just really discouraged. 
You’re supposed to get mental 
health in Bozeman,” Cathy 
said.

In Gallatin County, it’s not 
an uncommon story.

Gallatin County has a 

complicated infrastructure for 
mental health care. Several 
nonprofits and organizations 
fill crucial gaps in the con-
tinuum of behavioral health 
care. When one isn’t operating 
fully, the system struggles to 
remain upright.

Officials say parts of the 
county’s mental health sys-
tem, including its short-term 
crisis center, haven’t been 
functional for years. Now, the 
county sits on $22 million in 
federal coronavirus funds, 
about $8 million of which has 
been earmarked for mental 
health services.

With Bozeman Health 
committing to building an 
inpatient psychiatric ward — 
long pointed at by advocates 

as the big gap in care — coun-
ty officials are now eyeing 
other mental health services 
in need of improvement.

Under particular scrutiny is 
the Hope House — an adult 
crisis stabilization center — 
partially funded by taxpayer 
dollars. It’s a crucial part of 
the mental health puzzle, but 
some say it has a long history 
of dysfunction.

The Hope House, run by 
the Western Montana Mental 
Health Center, which operates 
several other mental health 
services in the county, has 
faced numerous closures of its 
secure emergency detention. 
The emergency detention is 
reserved for people suffer-
ing from mental health crises 

who are brought in by law 
enforcement or need to be 
detained before seeing a judge 
to determine.

Those closures mean it’s not 
fulfilling its contract with the 
county to provide safe invol-
untary mental health beds.

The county may cut ties 
with WMMHC. Bozeman 
Health is looking to buy 
the Gallatin Mental Health 
Center’s campus. WMMHC 
says it committed to staying 
in Gallatin County.

But in the meantime, resi-
dents in need of care are often 
taken outside of the county 
for care.

■ ■ ■

With a population of a little 
more than 118,000, Gallatin 
County now has no inpatient 
mental health care beds inside 
a medical facility. Bozeman 
Health’s promised 12-bed 
inpatient psychiatric unit won’t 
open until at least 2023.

Until then, the only beds for 
people in mental health crises 
are at the Hope House, which 
has 10 inpatient beds. Two of 
those beds are reserved for 
emergency detention, the only 
involuntary detention available 
in the county.

The Hope House can see 
anywhere from 350 to 400 
people using the inpatient beds 
on the “voluntary side” annu-
ally. An average of about 75 
people have used the emer-
gency detention beds annually, 
although last year that number 
rose to about 90, said Michael 
Foust, the regional director of 
WMMHC.

For more than a decade, 
WMMHC has operated the 
Hope House and Gallatin 
Mental Health Center. The 
mental health services pro-
vided by WMMHC, including 
counseling and outpatient 
care, is partially funded by a 
contract with the county.

For about six months in 
2020, the emergency detention 
at the Hope House was shut 
down due to a staffing short-
age, Foust said. Aside from 
brief closures to repair dam-
ages made to the Hope House, 
Foust said the crisis center has 
remained fully operational.

‘MESSY SITUATION’
Dysfunction at Hope House stifles mental health treatment

RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

Signs direct people to the Hope House on Friday, Nov. 5, 2021.

COURTESY CATHY JOYCE

A portrait of Katie Joyce.
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By HELENA DORE

Chronicle Staff Writer

Mary Ellen Mattison and George 
Mattison bought their 2-year-old 
daughter Cassidy her first pairs 
of skis at Saturday’s ski swap in 
Bozeman.

On the sidewalks outside of 
the Gallatin County Fairgrounds, 
Cassidy practiced stepping into the 
bindings of her new skis. The set 
was the smallest Mary Ellen and 
George could find that day.

The Mattisons love skiing at 
Bridger Bowl Ski Area, but they 
haven’t been able to get out there 
much with their daughter around. 
They hope to get Cassidy tromping 
around the yard in her new gear 
so she can get used to the heavy 
equipment.

“The ski swap is just a good 
opportunity, especially with 
growing kids, to get them used 
gear,” Mary Ellen said.

Kids gear tends to sell the most at 
Bridger Ski Foundation’s annual ski 
swap, and that’s probably because 
children are growing fast and cycling 
through equipment often, said BSF 
spokesperson Jenny White.

A line of eager shoppers wrapped 
through the Fairgrounds at 9 a.m., 
one hour before doors opened to 
the general public. 
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