
NEW YORK (AP) — Ameri-
cans commemorated 9/11 on 
Friday as another national crisis, 
the coronavirus, reconfigured 
ceremonies and a presidential 
campaign carved a path through 
the memorials.

In New York, victims’ relatives 
gathered Friday morning for 
split-screen remembrances at 
the World Trade Center’s Sept. 11 
memorial plaza and on a nearby 
corner, set up by separate orga-
nizations that differed on balanc-
ing tradition with virus safety. 

Standing on the plaza, with 
its serene waterfall pools and 
groves of trees, Jin Hee Cho said 

she couldn’t erase the memory 

of the death of her younger 

sister, Kyung, in the 2001 terrorist 

attack that destroyed the trade 

center’s twin towers. 

“It’s just hard to 

delete that in my mind. 

I understand there’s all 

this, and I understand 

now that we have even 

COVID,” said Cho, 55. 

“But I only feel the loss, 

the devastating loss of 

my flesh-and-blood sister.” 

Around the country, some 

communities canceled 9/11 

ceremonies, while others went 

ahead, sometimes with modifica-
tions. The Pentagon’s observance 
was so restricted that not even 
victims’ families could attend, 

though small groups 
could visit its memorial 
later in the day.

On an anniversary 
that fell less than two 
months before the 
presidential election, 
President Donald 
Trump and Demo-
cratic challenger Joe 

Biden both headed for the 
Flight 93 National Memorial in 
the election battleground state 
of Pennsylvania — at different 

times of day. 

Biden also attended the 

ceremony at ground zero in New 

York, exchanging a pandemic-

conscious elbow bump with Vice 

President Mike Pence before the 

observance began.

In short, the 19th anniversary 

of the deadliest terror attack 

on U.S. soil was a complicated 

occasion in a maelstrom of a 

year, as the U.S. grapples with a 

pandemic, searches its soul over 

racial injustice and prepares to 

choose a leader to chart a path 

forward. 
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By LIZ WEBER

Chronicle Staff Writer

Although Gallatin County’s coronavi-
rus cases have remained stable over the 
last week, county health officials caution 
a spike in the fall is possible and report a 
fourth death related to the virus.

Montana State University’s return to 
in-person classes has yet to lead to a 
significant increase in cases, 
according to the Gallatin 
City-County Health 
Department’s weekly 
surveillance report.

“From today’s report, 
we can see that 93% of all 
the currently active cases in the county 
are not associated with MSU,” Tracy 
Ellig, spokesman for the university, said 
in an email.

On Friday, the Gallatin City-County 
Health Department also announced a 
woman in her 90s died from coronavi-
rus-related factors in late August. It was 
the fourth coronavirus related death the 
county recorded.

The department said it had received 
the official death certificate earlier in the 
week, and her death was attributed to 
significant underlying health conditions, 
with the novel coronavirus listed as a 
“significant contributing factor in her 
death.”

COMBATING COVID19

Daily U.S. virus 
deaths decline, 
but trend may 
reverse in fall
By The Associated Press

The number of daily U.S. deaths from the 
coronavirus is declining again after peaking 
in early August, but scientists warn that a 
new bout with the disease this fall could 
claim more lives.

The arrival of cooler weather and the 
likelihood of more indoor gatherings will 
add to the importance of everyday safety 
precautions, experts say.

“We have to change the way we live 
until we have a vaccine,” said Ali Mokdad, 
professor of health metrics sciences at the 
University of Washington in Seattle. In other 
words: Wear a mask. 
Stay home. Wash 
your hands.

The U.S. has seen 
two distinct peaks 
in daily deaths. The 
nation’s summertime 
surge crested at 
about half the size of 
the first deadly wave 
in April.

Deaths first peaked 
on April 24 at an 
average of 2,240 each 
day as the disease 
romped through the 
dense cities of the Northeast. Then, over the 
summer, outbreaks in Texas, California and 
Florida drove daily deaths to a second peak 
of 1,138 on Aug. 1.

Some states — Florida, Georgia, 
Mississippi, Nevada and California — 
suffered more deaths during the summer 
wave than during their first milder run-in 
with the virus in the spring. Others — 
Michigan, Pennsylvania, Maryland and 
Colorado — definitely saw two spikes in 
infections but suffered fewer deaths the 
second time around.

By FREDDY MONARES

Chronicle Staff Writer

Gallatin County officials 
remembered the thousands of 
Americans who lost their lives 
19 years ago during the Sept. 
11 terrorist attacks and asked 
people to continue supporting 
law enforcement.

Friday marked the 10th 
year the Bozeman American 
Legion has hosted Patriot’s 
Day to remember the ter-
rorist attacks that claimed 
American lives and rattled the 
country.

A group of people gathered 
on the sidewalk and spilled 
out onto Main Street between 
two Bozeman fire trucks. Of-
ficials blocked the north lane 
of traffic with cones to allow 
people to space out during the 
ceremony.

Speakers at the event talked 
about how many Americans 
lost their lives, how some are 
still dealing with illnesses 
related to the attacks and how 
the country united after the 
deadliest terror attacks in 
the country. They also drew 
parallels on law enforcement 
and fire officials’ response to 
the Bridger Foothills fire last 
week.

Gallatin County Sheriff 
Brian Gootkin said, like many 
other people, he was “scared 
to death and remember 
thinking what the hell is go-
ing on with our country” that 
morning. By that afternoon, 
he said, he remembers never 
doubting “our resolve.”

Gootkin said he continues 
to think about emergency re-
sponders running into smoke 
and fire that day.

“On a much smaller level, 
this past weekend, your local 
firefighters and peace officers 

doing the exact same thing 
here in our home,” said Goot-
kin, referring to the Bridger 
Foothills fire.

Interim Bozeman Police 
Chief Jim Veltkamp said 
he visited the ground zero 
memorial earlier this year and 

was there with law officers 
from New York. He said being 
there and hearing their stories 
brought the incident “to life” 
for him.

Another thing that’s stuck 
with Veltkamp is that emer-
gency responders went into 
the incident knowing what 
was going to happen to them. 
Firefighters, law enforcement 
and emergency responders go 
into unknown situations ev-
eryday “expecting they could 
face something bad,” he said.

“But to take that a step fur-
ther in your service, knowing 
what’s going to happen — that 
requires a real servant’s heart,” 
Veltkamp said.

Bozeman Fire Chief Josh 
Waldo recalled the number 
of people who died that day 
and said first responders and 
others continue to die from 
911-related illness.

‘SERVANT’S HEART’

Officials remember September 11 attacks, call for unity

Nation reflects on 9/11, with virus altering familiar tributes

PHOTOS BY RYAN BERRY/CHRONICLE

TOP: An airplane performs a flyover at the beginning of the Bozeman 

American Legion Post #14’s Patriot Day memorial Friday  in downtown 

Bozeman. ABOVE: Interim Bozeman Police Chief Jim Veltkamp bows 

his head during a moment of silence.

INSIDE

Biden, Trump 

mark grim 

anniversary
PAGE A8

A mourner prays over the name 

cut-out of the deceased Emilio Pete 

Ortiz at the National September 11 

Memorial and Museum on Friday 

afternoon in New York. (AP)
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Now 
about 700 
Americans 
are dying 
of the virus 
each day. 
That’s down 
about 25% 
from two 
weeks ago. 
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