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By MATTHEW BROWN 

Associated Press

BILLINGS — A U.S. 
government attorney 
urged a federal judge Fri-
day to uphold a decision 
from the waning days of 
the Trump administra-
tion that lifted protections 
for gray wolves across 
most of the country, as 
Republican-led states have 
sought to drive down wolf 
numbers through aggres-
sive hunting and trapping.

Wildlife advocates 
argued that the state-
sponsored hunts could 

quickly reverse the gray 
wolf ’s recovery over the 
past several decades in 
large areas of the West and 
Midwest.

They want U.S. District 
Judge Jeffrey White in 
Oakland, California to 
put wolves back under 
the legal shield of the 
Endangered Species Act, 
which is meant to protect 
animals from extinction.

Federal officials 
contend that wolves are 
resilient enough to bounce 
back even if their num-
bers drop sharply due to 
intensive hunting. They 
say protections are no 

longer warranted.
At stake is the future of 

a species whose recovery 
from near-extinction has 
been heralded as a historic 
conservation success. That 
recovery also has brought 
bitter blowback from 
hunters and farmers 
angered over wolf attacks 
on big game herds and 
livestock.

Friday’s hearing focused 
on a much more arcane, 
legal issue: Were wolves 
properly classified under 
the endangered act prior 
to losing their protected 
status last year?

A U.S. Justice Depart-
ment attorney said they 

were not, because of 
changes to the act by 
Congress in 1978. That 
means the wolves at issue 
do not make up a valid 
“species” that is distinct 
from a smaller number 
of wolves not included in 
November’s decision to 
lift protections by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service .

“Congress was very 
clear in the statute: If there 
is not that species, the 
service does not have the 
ability to regulate it,” said 
Michael Eitel with the Jus-
tice Department’s natural 
resources division.

By LIZ WEBER

Chronicle Staff Writer

M
ontana State 

University of-

ficially opened 

the renovated Romney 

Hall on Friday afternoon, 

with speakers standing 

on a circle of restored 

wood floor from the old 

gym of 50 years ago.

Held in the new Cruzado 
Auditorium, university of-
ficials welcomed students, 
staff, faculty, alumni, donors 
and legislators — current and 
former — to celebrate the 
completion of renovations to 
the historic hall.

The opening ceremony was 
the culmination of funding 
asks in five legislative sessions 
over almost a decade and just 
over two years of construc-
tion. The remodeled building 
will be home to 17 class-
rooms, with the university 
estimating it will be one of the 
most-used classroom build-
ings on campus.

“I thought it was absolutely 
gorgeous, until I went inside,” 
MSU President Waded 

Cruzado said to laughter as 
she recalled her first sight of 
Romney Hall. “… There were 
entire rooms that had nothing 
inside but dust.”

Opened in 1923, the 
building had become almost 
unusable for classrooms and 
students by the time President 
Waded Cruzado arrived at the 
university a decade ago.

In addition to classrooms, 
the building will also hold 
centers for mathematics, 
writing, veterans and students 
with disabilities — a key ele-
ment in its design, according 
to university officials.

“These services are the glue 
that hold our lives together 
as students,” said Associated 

Students of Montana State 
University President Norris 
Blossom.

Joe Schumacher, director 
of MSU Veteran Services, 
said the new center — which 
moves from the basement of 
the Strand Union Building to 
the first floor of Romney — 
“will be a game changer for 
veterans in Montana.”

The new veterans center 
will be called the Travis W. 
Atkins Veterans Support 
Center, named in honor of a 
solder from Bozeman who 
was posthumously awarded 
the Medal of Honor in 2019 
after he died shielding three 
soldiers from a blast.

Elizabeth Burroughs, chair 

of the Department of Math-
ematical Sciences, and Mi-
chelle Miley, director of MSU 
Writing Center, both spoke on 
the importance of additional 
space and resources to better 
serve students.

“What you will find is a 
beautiful space where stu-
dents are learning together,” 
Burroughs said.

Miley said in last eight years 
the writing center has gone 
from 12 tutors with around 
5,000 student contacts per 
year to 24 tutors and 10,000 
student interactions per year.

While the university has 
high expectations for stu-
dents, Miley said, “never once 
will you be alone.”

In addition to expanding 
classroom spaces and offering 
offices for support services, 
the renovations to Romney 
were also designed to be ADA 
compliant. Before the renova-
tions, only one classroom 
in Romney was “marginally 
accessible” for students with 
disabilities, according to the 
university.

David Sussberg, who said 
he was speaking on behalf of 
disability services, said he was 
grateful to the university for 
the design of the building and 
its accessibility.

By ALEX MILLER

Chronicle Staff Writer

A final congressional map that 
will shape Montana’s representa-
tion in Washington, D.C., for the 
next decade was chosen by the 
state’s independent redistricting 
commission Friday.

Congressional Proposal 12, the 
map that was tentatively chosen 
as the finalist last week, is headed 
to the Montana Secretary of 
State’s office over the weekend 
after a 3-2 vote by the Montana 
Districting and Apportionment 
Commission 
pushed the 
unchanged 
plan forward.

Nonparti-
san commis-
sion Chair 
Maylinn 
Smith again 
provided the 
tie-breaking 
vote, siding 
with Repub-
lican com-
missioners 
Jeff Essmann 
and Dan 
Stusek on advancing CP 12.

The final map places Missoula, 
Gallatin and Flathead counties in 
a western district, known as Con-
gressional District 1, and puts 
Lewis and Clark, Yellowstone 
and Park counties in an eastern 
district, known as Congressional 
District 2.

The commission’s meeting 
was the final in a months-long 
process filled with back and forth 
debate between Democratic and 
Republican commissioners on 
how to divide the state into the 
two newly apportioned congres-
sional districts.

Chair Maylinn Smith’s tie-
breaking vote last week sent CP 
12 on to a final round of tweak-
ing and refinement on Tuesday. 
An amendment was made to the 
original proposal at that meeting, 
which slightly shifted the line that 
had cut Pondera County almost 
in half.

That adjustment placed Valler, 
Birch Creek Colony and Dupuyer 
in an eastern district rather than 
in the west as the original version 
had proposed. The line also mud-
died the population distribution 
between the two districts, moving 
just over 3,000 people from the 
western district to the east, com-
pared to the original’s population 
deviation of one person.

Fight over U.S. wolf protections goes before federal judge

HOGP, COLORADO PARKS AND WILDLIFE

This 2020 file image released by Colorado Parks and Wildlife 

shows a wolf on a CPW-owned game camera in Moffat County, 

Colo. 

Final map 
headed to 
Sec. of State

MT REDISTRICTING

The final 
map places 
Missoula, 
Gallatin and 
Flathead 
counties in 
a western 
district, 
known as 
Congressional 
District 1.
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‘A great day to be a Bobcat’
MSU hosts grand opening for Romney Hall

RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

Montana State University hosts a grand opening for Romney Hall on Friday, Nov. 12, 2021.

RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

President Waded Cruzado receives a standing ovation for her work in 

the renovation of Romney Hall on Friday, Nov. 12, 2021.
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