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IT’S A MATERIAL
THING.

DRYWALL ROOFING STEEL STUDS ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS

DRYWALL&ROOFING SUPPLY

NORTHWEST

SERVICE AND QUALITY DELIVERED DAILY

If you’re a home owner or contractor and need a wide variety of
top quality materials and tools,

CALL US FIRST!

Our product specialists are intimately familiar with Montana’s
construction industry and offer expert guidance when it comes
to planning and ordering for your project.
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By KATHERYN HOUGHTON

Kaiser Health News

MISSOULA — Montana’s COV-
ID-19 vaccine distribution is among 
the most efficient in the nation, but 
closer examination reveals a patch-
work of systems among counties and 
tribal governments that will be put 
to the test as the state opens vaccine 
eligibility to all people 16 and older 
starting this month.

KHN, Montana Free Press and 
the University of Montana School of 
Journalism surveyed all 56 counties 
and eight tribal governments to find 
out how vaccine distribution has 
worked over the past four months 
and what residents might expect 
when the floodgates open.

Montana’s rate of COVID-19 
vaccines given is in the top tier in 
the nation, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion. More than 191,500 people — 
roughly 18% of the state’s population 
— had been fully vaccinated by the 
end of March. But that progress 
papers over a disjointed rollout 
that’s been left to individual public 
health departments that are already 
overstretched.

An increasing number of em-
ployees have resigned after working 
long hours while being harassed and 
blamed for enforcing COVID-19 
restrictions such as mask mandates. 
At least 11 counties have lost their 
top health official in the past year, 
though many more public health 
workers have left their jobs.

The pressure remains as larger 
shipments of vaccines arrive and 
highly contagious variants of the 
virus spread in Montana. More 
pharmacies are coming online to 
administer doses, which is expected 
to help in the race to vaccinate 
Montanans. But the task of ensuring 
everyone who wants a shot gets that 
chance will likely continue to fall on 
local health officials.

For those seeking vaccines, the 
process can be bewildering. In 
Missoula County, Dennis Klemp 
qualified early on for the shot as an 
81-year-old with kidney disease. Kl-
emp, who doesn’t have a computer, 
put the county’s health department 
on his phone’s speed dial and called 
daily, but he was unable to secure a 
spot in vaccination clinics that filled 
within minutes.

Montana sticks 
to patchwork 
vaccine rollout

A herd of bison graze in Yellowstone National Park on March 25, 2021. (Rachel Leathe/Chronicle)

Carrying on
Yellowstone’s bison winter season carries 

on as usual despite efforts to change it

By HELENA DORE  .  Chronicle Staff Writer

G
ARDINER — Nathan St. Goddard hauled a pronghorn to the back of 
his pickup here last month. He had made the long trek from Browning 
to Gardiner for a shot at a wild bison near the border of Yellowstone 

National Park.
He’s a member of the Blackfeet Nation — one of seven tribes that exercise treaty 

rights to hunt outside Yellowstone. It was his second or third year hunting for 
bison near Yellowstone. In past years, St. Goddard made jerky with the meat from 
his bison harvest and sent it to family for Christmas. He hoped to do the same in 
2021, but he was also happy to get a pronghorn, which was legal under his tribe’s 
regulations.

St. Goddard was one of many tribal hunters in the area that day. They cruised 
a road by the Yellowstone River, but no bison appeared. Down the road from St. 
Goddard, bald eagles and crows swirled around bison carcasses. Gut piles were 
strewn about the sagebrush.

The carcasses are concen-
trated at Beattie Gulch, a small 
section of federal land that 
Gardiner residents call the 
“killing field.” It’s where tribal 
and state-licensed hunters 
gather to shoot bison fun-
neling out of Yellowstone 
National Park, where hunting 
is not allowed.

Many Gardiner residents 
think the hunt in Beattie 
Gulch is unsafe and unethi-

cal, but it continues each year 
as wildlife managers work to 
control bison numbers.

Wild bison aren’t tolerated 
in most of Montana because 
of the threat of brucellosis, a 
disease that can cause abor-
tion in livestock or birth of 
weak offspring. Around half of 
Yellowstone bison have been 
exposed to brucellosis, but it’s 
never been transmitted from 
bison to livestock in the wild.

Despite efforts to change 
the way Yellowstone bison are 
managed — some expanded 
tolerance zones in Mon-
tana and a new quarantine 
program diverting bison 
from slaughter — not much 
has changed since 2000, 
according to some Gardiner 
residents. Many are hopeful 
attitudes will shift, but there 
is still stiff opposition from 
Montana’s livestock industry.  

THE MIGRATION

Bison migrate outside of Yel-
lowstone’s borders when food 
becomes scarce in the winter. 
Some are typically trapped 
inside the park and set aside 
for brucellosis quarantine or 
shipped to slaughter, though 
none were trapped this winter. 
The bison that walk out of the 
park can become the target 
of hunters either near West 
Yellowstone or at the park’s 
northern boundary outside of 
Gardiner.

Many animals moving north 
pass through a natural bottle-
neck at Beattie Gulch, on the 
west side of the Yellowstone 
River, where they become easy 
targets for hunters stationed 
around the gulch’s mouth.

At least seven tribes 
exercise rights to hunt bison 
in Montana, including the 
Confederated Salish and 
Kootenai Tribes, the Blackfeet 
Nation, the Nez Perce Tribe, 
the Confederated Tribes of the 
Umatilla Indian Reservation, 
the Confederated Tribes and 
Bands of the Yakama Nation, 
the Shoshone-Bannock Tribes 
and the Northern Arapaho 
Tribe.
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Nicole Russell looks out from her porch on March 12 in 

Kendall, Fla.

Coming out of the cave: Life creeps back, some feel dread
FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. (AP) 

— Dinner reservations are gleefully 
being made again. Long-canceled 
vacations are being booked. People 
are coming together again, in some 
of the ways they used to. 

But not everyone is racing back.
Their stories are emerging as the 

world begins to reopen — people 
secretly dreading each milestone 
toward normalcy, envisioning in-
stead anxiety-inducing crowds and 
awkward catch-up conversations. 
Even small tasks outside the home 
— a trip to the grocery store, or 
returning to the office — can feel 
overwhelming. 

Psychologists call it re-entry fear, 
and they’re finding it more com-
mon as headlines herald the immi-
nent return to post-pandemic life. 

“I have embraced and gotten 
used to this new lifestyle of avoid-
ance that I can’t fathom going 
back to how it was. I have every 
intention of continuing to isolate 
myself,” says Thomas Pietrasz, who 
lives alone and works from his 
home in the Chicago suburbs as 
a content creator. His alcohol and 
marijuana use also increased dur-
ing the pandemic.

Pietrasz says his anxiety has 

grown markedly worse as talk of 
post-vaccine life grows. He says he 
got used to “hiding at home and 
taking advantage of curbside and 
delivery in order to avoid every 
situation with people.”

As the world edges back to-
ward some semblance of normal 
life, many report challenges like 
Pietrasz’s playing out in their own 
lives. The time at home — lock-
down, dread, fear, isolation — has 
changed them and made existing 
worries worse or created new ones 
entirely.
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