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By ALEX MILLER

Chronicle Staff Writer

R
ain around Gallatin 
County is expected 
to continue into the 

weekend, but despite the rare 
mid-August showers, drought 
and wildfires will linger on.

Showers are predicted to be 
off and on from Wednesday 
through Saturday, possibly 
bringing up to a half inch of 
rain each day. Air quality in 
Bozeman has improved as 
well, going from “unhealthy for 
sensitive groups” to “moderate” 
by Wednesday morning.

According to the National 
Weather Service in Great 
Falls, the front came on winds 
from the north and northwest. 
Francis Kredensor, a meteo-
rologist with the NWS in Great 
Falls, said that the rain is being 
pushed by winds in the lower 
atmosphere that are bringing 
moisture from Idaho.

The rain may bring some re-
lief to crews working wildfires, 
but even so, the off and on 
showers won’t quench all the 
flames or help to change the 
severity of drought conditions 
in the area, with much of Mon-
tana experiencing “severe” or 
“extreme” drought conditions, 
according to the U.S. Drought 
Monitor. Parts of Gallatin and 
Madison counties are seeing 
“exceptional” drought.

“Even over the next several 
days if the Bozeman area can 
pick up a couple inches it’s not 
going to do much,” Kredensor 
said.

Droughts are multi-faceted, 
and need more than just a 
good chance of rain to put a 
dent into them. Arin Peters, 
senior service hydrologist 
with the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, 
said that Montana broke the 
record for dryness and warm-
ness in June and July. 

To combat drought and fire, 
rain needed to fall in June.

“The problem is that June is 
our — historically and clima-
tologically — wettest month of 
the year for 44 out of 56 coun-
ties in Montana,” Peters said. 

“So missing out on that June 
precipitation was absolutely 
devastating, both for agricul-
tural producers and, of course, 
for fire season.”

There is what creates a 
drought — low rain and high 
temperatures — and then there 
are the impacts. The impacts of 
this year’s drought are going to 
last until next year, “no matter 
what,” Peters said.

Peters is one of the authors 
for the Montana Drought 
Monitor. He said that they 
use reports from the Drought 
Impact Reporter, where people 
can report drought conditions 
and submit photos, to get a 
better understanding of what 
conditions on the ground are 
like. 

Eastern Montana is experi-
encing a total crop loss, Peters 
said, with rain in August doing 
little to help them at all other 
than to possibly help spur 
pasture growth going into the 
fall. Farmers in southwestern 
Montana benefit from more 
irrigation, but even with that 
advantage, water levels have 
been poor because of low 
snowpack and little runoff into 
reservoirs.

“Water supply is absolutely 
dismal right now,” Peters said. 
“Canyon Ferry [Lake], Clark 
Canyon Reservoir, Lima Reser-
voir, are up to nine feet below 
normal.”

The best way to allevi-
ate those impacts is a good 
winter with heavy snowpack. 
Peters said that there is a good 
chance that this winter will be 
bolstered by a La Niña event, 
which will hopefully bring 
more snowfall. The last big 
La Niña event was the winter 
of 2017-2018, which brought 
record breaking snowfall in 
Dec. 2017.

Last year was another La 
Niña event, but Peters said that 
it was weak and provided little 
snowpack.

“The forecast is for a La Niña 
to develop, so I’m just kind of 
using that as a light at the end 
of the tunnel, hoping that we 
can get another ‘17-’18 winter 
under our belt,” Peters said. “If 
we don’t we’ll be in even worse 
shape next year.”

By JULIANA SUKUT

Chronicle Staff Writer

Immunocompromised Mon-
tanans are now encouraged to 
receive a third booster shot of 
either the Pfizer or Moderna CO-
VID-19 vaccines, Montana health 
officials said this week.

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention endorsed 
an additional dose on Friday for 
those who have moderately or 
severely compromised immune 
systems as the highly contagious 
delta variant spreads across the 
U.S.

The Montana Department 
of Public Health and Human 
Services said Wednesday that an 
estimated 22,000 Montanans are 
eligible for the third dose.

“People with weakened im-
mune systems are especially 
vulnerable to COVID-19 because 
they are at higher risk of serious, 
prolonged illness,” said Dr. Mag-
gie Cook-Shimanek, the acting 
state medical officer, in a news 
release. “An additional dose could 
help prevent serious and possibly 
life-threatening COVID-19 infec-
tion in immunocompromised 
people.”

US health 
officials call for 
booster shots

WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
health officials Wednesday 
announced plans to dispense 
COVID-19 booster shots to all 
Americans to shore up their 
protection amid the surging delta 
variant and signs that the vaccines’ 
effectiveness is falling.

The plan, as outlined by the 
Centers for 
Disease Control 
and Prevention 
and other health 
agencies, calls 
for an extra dose 
eight months 
after people get 
their second shot 
of the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine. 
The doses could begin the week 
of Sept. 20.

“Our plan is to protect the 
American people, to stay ahead of 
this virus,” CDC Director Dr. Ro-
chelle Walensky said as the agency 
cited a raft of studies suggesting 
that the vaccines are losing ground 
while the highly contagious variant 
spreads.
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By LIZ WEBER

Chronicle Staff Writer

Montana State Univer-
sity issued a stronger message 
urging people on campus to 
wear masks indoors but again 
stopped short of mandating face 
coverings ahead of the Aug. 25 
start to the semester.

MSU President Waded Cru-
zado in a letter sent to students, 
parents, faculty and staff on 
Tuesday evening urged them to 
voluntarily wear masks “because 
it is needed — not because it is 

mandated or required.”
At the start of August, Cru-

zado had asked both vaccinated 
and unvaccinated people to 
wear masks indoors on campus. 
While mask use is still ultimate-
ly voluntary, Cruzado outlines 
in the updated recommendation 
more detailed guidelines and a 
more urgent plea to the MSU 
community.

“Can we get this done? Can we 
wear face masks indoors without 
being mandated to do it because 
we understand it is important for 
us to have a good semester on 
campus?” Cruzado wrote.

MSU spokesman Michael 
Becker said the letter was a 
“call to action” for the MSU 
community to recognize that 
COVID-19, specifically the delta 
variant, poses a threat to the on-
campus experience students and 
staff want.

Since wearing masks indoors 
isn’t required, MSU won’t have 
any enforcement component 
related to the recent guidelines. 
When asked if people will 
comply with the recommenda-
tions without it being required 
or enforced, Becker said the 
university was hopeful that the 

Bobcat community could act 
together without a mandated 
mask policy.

“What we’re trying to do here 
is to get the members of our 
community to recognize the 
pertinent need for mask wear-
ing in accordance with CDC 
guidelines and to abide by that 
recommendation without the 
need for a mandate, not because 
its required of them but because 
it’s important,” Becker said.

In the letter, Cruzado said 
she was trying to avoid the 
terms requirement and mandate 
“because they foment dissension 

and division…. In my conversa-
tions with students, faculty and 
staff, I have heard that pandem-
ic-related mandates are odious, 
that monitoring for compliance 
breeds controlling attitudes and 
contempt.”

But Cruzado warned if there 
was a “rampant disregard for the 
need to wear face masks” or if 
the COVID-19 hospitalizations 
in Gallatin County increased, 
“MSU will revert to mandating 
face masks for every faculty, 
student and staff member.”

MSU says masks ‘needed,’ but doesn’t mandate them
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Wet, but not enough
Rain arrives in Bozeman, but may not help with fires, drought

SAMUEL WILSON/CHRONICLE/REPORT FOR AMERICA

Rain drops animate a puddle forming on 6th Ave. on Wednesday, August 18, 2021.

SAMUEL WILSON/CHRONICLE/REPORT FOR AMERICA

Alex Hilleary and Amy Young walk under a yellow umbrella as rain falls 

on Main Street on Wednesday, August 18, 2021.
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