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WASHINGTON (AP) — Eight 
Republican lawmakers attended 
a White House briefing Monday 
about explosive allegations that 
Russia secretly offered bounties to 
Taliban-linked militants for killing 
American troops in Afghanistan — 
intelligence the president himself 
was said to have not been fully read 
in on. 

Members of Congress in both 
parties called for additional 
information and consequences for 
Russia and its president, Vladimir 
Putin, even as White House press 
secretary Kayleigh McEnany insist-
ed President Donald Trump had 
not been briefed on the findings 
because they hadn’t been verified. 
Eight Democrats were to be briefed 
Tuesday morning. 

The White House seemed to 
be setting an unusually high bar 
for bringing the information to 
Trump, since it is rare for intel-
ligence to be confirmed without 

a shadow of doubt before it is 
presented to senior government 
decision-makers. McEnany 
declined to say why a different 
standard of confidence in the intel-
ligence applied to briefing lawmak-

ers than bringing the information 
to the president.

Republicans who were in the 
briefing expressed alarm about 
Russia’s activities in Afghanistan.

By PERRIN STEIN

Chronicle Staff Writer

Gallatin County announced 
12 new coronavirus cases on 
Monday.

The increase in local cases 
came the same day Montana 
hit a record single-day increase 
with 56 new cases. Gallatin 
County continues to have the 
highest total number of cases of 
any county.

The county now has 43 active 
cases with one hospitalization.

The new cases are spread 
throughout the county, accord-
ing to a Gallatin City-County 
Health Department news 
release. They are either con-
nected to existing cases, a result 
of community spread or tied to 
travel.

The previous single-day high 
for the state was 35. Montana 
initially reported 37 cases 
last Thursday but revised the 
number down to 35 after it was 
discovered that one of the cases 
was out-of-state and one was 
removed after test results came 

back negative. Montana had hit 
35 cases only once before on 
March 26.

As of Monday, Mon-
tana had 288 active 
cases with 13 hospi-
talizations, according 
to the Department 
of Public Health and 
Human Services. The 
state has had 609 re-
coveries and 22 deaths 
for a total of 919 cases.

DPHHS has been reporting 

different case numbers than the 
Gallatin City-County Health 

Department. As of 
Monday, the state said 
Gallatin County had 
55 active cases, while 
the county reported 
43. The county 
reported a total of 
266 cases, while the 
state reported that the 
county had 253 total 

cases.
Unlike the state data, the 

county data includes tourists 
and out-of-state residents who 
are recovering locally, accord-
ing to the health department 
news release. The county and 
state also receive test results at 
different times and update their 
online databases at different 
times of the day.

DPHHS didn’t respond to 
a request for comment on the 
differences in state and local 
data by deadline.

Even with the discrepan-
cies, it is clear the number of 
COVID-19 cases is rising.

State and local health of-
ficials have said the growth in 
cases is due to an increase in 
the prevalence of the virus, as 
well as an increase in the num-
ber of tests being conducted 
and more robust contact trac-
ing efforts.

Even as the number of cases 
rises, state and Gallatin County 
officials have decided not to re-
vise their reopening plans. Last 
week, the Gallatin City-County 
Board of Health decided not to 
follow a request from several 
residents to require people to 
wear masks.

Other counties have imple-
mented new restrictions in re-
sponse to the growing number 
of cases.

By FREDDY MONARES

Chronicle Staff Writer

Gallatin County health officials 
warned four downtown Bozeman 
bars earlier this month for 
overcrowding, allowing patrons 
to walk around inside and not 
maintaining social distancing.

The Gallatin City-County Health 
Department sent warning letters to 
Bar IX, The Pour House, The Crystal 
Bar and The American Legion dated 
June 17, notifying the bars they 
were violating an emergency health 
rule.

Copies of the letters were 
provided to the Chronicle on 
Monday. The letters included 
photographs taken on June 13 of 
crowded bars, people playing pool 
and people not seated at a table in 
the bars.

The letter, 
signed by 
health officer 
Matt Kelley, 
said the 
businesses 
violated 
requirements 
for capacity, 
bar seating 
and social 
distancing. 
It asked the 
bars to come 
up with a 
plan for 
meeting the 
requirements. 
Failure to take 
corrective 
actions, 
the letter said, could result in 
formal enforcement, which may 
include civil litigation or criminal 
prosecution, against a bar owner, 
employees or the business.

The letter said the health 
department received a call on 
June 13 from a concerned citizen 
who said several downtown bars 
were operating in violation of 
local regulations. On the same 
day, health officials said they saw 
bar-goers standing in each of the 
businesses with no attempts made 
by employees to maintain social 
distancing among customers. The 
letter said it appeared that the bars 
each surpassed 75% of capacity.

The health department hasn’t 
issued any warnings since the four 
sent earlier this month.

COMBATING COVID-19

GOP lawmakers urge action after bounties briefing Split Supreme Court tosses out 
Louisiana abortion clinic limit

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
A divided Supreme Court 
on Monday struck down 
a Louisiana law regulating 
abortion clinics, reasserting 
a commitment to 
abortion rights over fierce 
opposition from dissenting 
conservative justices in the 
first big abortion case of the 
Trump era.

Chief Justice John Roberts 
and his four more liberal 
colleagues ruled that a law 
that requires doctors who 
perform abortions must 
have admitting privileges 
at nearby hospitals violates 
abortion rights the court 
first announced in the 
landmark Roe v. Wade 
decision in 1973.

The outcome is far 
from the last word on the 

decades-long fight over 
abortion with dozens of 
state-imposed restrictions 
winding their way through 
the courts. But the decision 
was a surprising defeat 
for abortion opponents, 
who thought that a new 
conservative majority with 
two of President Donald 
Trump’s appointees on 
board would start chipping 
away at abortion access.

The key vote belonged to 
Roberts, who had always 
voted against abortion 
rights before, including 
in a 2016 case in which 
the court struck down a 
Texas law that was virtually 
identical to the one in 
Louisiana.

AP

White House press secretary Kayleigh McEnany speaks during a briefing Monday.
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WRONG DIRECTION

■ New record for 

single-day increase 

in state virus cases
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TOP: Shoppers walk down Main Street with face coverings on Monday. 

ABOVE: An employee at Jam wipes down and sanitizes the door.

Officials issue 
warnings to 
Bozeman bars

“We can’t be 
everywhere 
all at once, 
but we’re 
going to 
continue 
to do spot 
checks and 
do what 
we can to 
encourage 
compliance.”

— Matt Kelley, 
health officer
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