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Chronicle Staff Writer

The Gallatin City-County 
Health Board decided Thurs-
day not to change course on 
the local reopening, despite 
Montana seeing its biggest 
single-day jump in coronavi-
rus cases and some Gallatin 
County residents calling for 
masks to be mandatory.

About 20 people submitted 
comments to the health board 
in advance of its monthly 
meeting urging the board to 
require masks in indoor spaces 
to limit the spread of the 
coronavirus. Board members 
declined to act on the requests.

“These comments are not 
falling on deaf ears, and we 
plan to address this issue at 
next month’s board of health 
meeting,” said board member 
Seth Walk.

Walk, an associate professor 
in the department of micro-
biology and immunology at 
Montana State University, 
said the board is compiling 
scientific data and expert 
opinions on masks to inform 
its upcoming discussion.

The calls for new restric-
tions come as Gallatin County 
is seeing an increase in CO-
VID-19 cases.

On Thursday, the county 
added eight new cases, bring-
ing its total number of active 
cases to 29 with one hospital-
ization. Gallatin County has 
the highest number of active 
cases in Montana. The county 
also has had the highest total 
number of cases at 229.

“In the last couple weeks, 
we’re at the first time where 
we’re working to reopen at the 
same time that we’re seeing 
cases,” said health officer Matt 
Kelley. “That’s really challeng-
ing because those things tend 
to contradict one another. … 
I’ve likened it to jogging in 
roller skates.”

Montana reached its highest 
single-day total on Thursday 
with 37 new cases, according 
to the Department of Public 
Health and Human Services. 
The state had 210 active cases 
with 15 hospitalizations. As of 
Thursday, Montana has had 
572 recoveries and 21 deaths 
for a total of 803 cases.

“If we are not going to take 
this seriously, if we let down 
our guard here, we’re going to 
continue to see cases,” Kelley 
said.

Gallatin County saw its first 

spike in cases in late March. In 
response, the Gallatin City-
County Health Board limited 
bars and restaurants to take-
out, drive-thru and delivery 
services. The board’s actions 
were followed by a statewide 
stay-at-home order. The local 
and state actions led to a de-
cline in cases, Kelley said.

By late April, Gallatin Coun-
ty — and much of Montana — 
stopped seeing new cases and 
began to slowly reopen.

As restrictions have eased, 
Gallatin County has been one 
of a handful of counties that 
has seen a rise in cases. Since 
June 3, Gallatin County has 
identified new COVID-19 
cases almost every day.
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COMBATING COVID19

U.S. cases near 
all-time high as 
govs backtrack

NEW YORK (AP) — The coronavirus cri-

sis deepened in Arizona on Thursday, and 

the governor of Texas began to backtrack 

after making one of the most aggressive 

pushes in the nation to reopen, as the 

daily number of confirmed cases across 

the U.S. closed in on the peak reached 

during the dark days of late April.

While greatly expanded testing prob-

ably accounts for some of the increase, 

experts say other measures indicate the 

virus is making a comeback. Daily deaths, 

hospitalizations and the percentage of 

tests that are coming 

back positive have also 

have been rising over the 

past few weeks in parts 

of the country, mostly in 

the South and West.

In Arizona, 23 percent 

of tests conducted over 

the past seven days have 

been positive, nearly triple the national 

average, and a record 415 patients were 

on ventilators. Mississippi saw its daily 

count of new cases reach new highs 

twice this week. 

“It’s not a joke. Really bad things are 

going to happen,” Mississippi Health Of-

ficer Dr. Thomas Dobbs said. 

Republican Gov. Greg Abbott of 

Texas, whose state was among the first 

to reopen, put any further lifting of 

restrictions on hold and reimposed a ban 

on elective surgeries in some places to 

preserve hospital space after the number 

of patients statewide more than doubled 

in two weeks. Nevada’s governor ordered 

the wearing of face masks in public, Las 

Vegas casinos included.

INSIDE

Trump, 

Biden talk 

response
PAGE A5Officials: 20M 

in U.S. have 
had the virus

WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 

officials estimate that 20 mil-

lion Americans have been 

infected with the corona-

virus since it first arrived in 

the United States, meaning 

that the vast majority of 

the population remains 

susceptible. 

Thursday’s estimate is 

roughly 10 times as many 

infections as the 2.3 mil-

lion cases that have been 

confirmed. Officials have 

long known that millions 

of people were infected 

without knowing it and that 

many cases are being missed 

because of gaps in testing.

The news comes as the 

Trump administration works 

to tamp down nationwide 

concern about the COVID-19 

pandemic  as about a dozen 

states are seeing worrisome 

increases in cases.

The administration also 

looks to get its scientific ex-

perts back before the public 

more as it tries to allay anxi-

eties about the pandemic 

while states begin reopen-

ing. Since mid-May, when the 

government began stressing 

the need to get the economy 

moving again, the panel’s 

public health experts have 

been far less visible than in 

the pandemic’s early weeks.

HOLDING COURSE 
■ Health board 
declines to impose 
new restrictions as 
virus cases jump
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TOP: Bozeman resident Kevin Wood takes a break on a bench in 

downtown Bozeman on Thursday afternoon. ABOVE: Harry Jahnke 

pauses for a photo on his lunch break.

On Thursday, the 
county added eight 

new cases, bringing its 
total number of active 
cases to 29 with one 

hospitalization. Gallatin 
County has the highest 
number of active cases 

in Montana.
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Robert Jackson, with Texas Department 

of Public Safety, attends the Blue Mass 

at the Basilica of Our Lady of San Juan 

del Valle on Wednesday in San Juan.

By HELENA DORE

Chronicle Staff Writer

M
ontana State 
University 
does not 
offer degrees 

in African American or 
African studies, nor does 
it have African American 
history classes, but 
members of the university’s 
Black Student Union are 
calling for change.

“Other universities 
do have access to that 

knowledge, and students 
come out of college more 
prepared,” said Jess Brito, 
treasurer of the MSU BSU. 
“It’s definitely made me 
question staying at this 
university a few times.”

Ever since Lyla Brown 
and Jamelle Phillips 
restarted the student group 
in 2018 after decades of 
inactivity, Brito and other 
BSU members met on 
several occasions with 
faculty and administrators 
to advocate for adding 
classes about African and 
African American history 
and culture.

“It’s been nonstop,” Brito 
said. “I’m doing it because 
I care.”

BSU worked with 
faculty and administrators 
to create a class called 
Introduction to Africana 
Studies, which will be 
offered as part of the 
university’s Liberal Studies 
program for the first time 
this fall. According to 
its overview, the course 
“explores the themes 
that characterize the 
historical experiences 
and contributions of the 
African diaspora in the 
modern world.” Jelani 
Mahiri, an MSU professor 
with a doctorate in 
sociocultural anthropology, 
will teach the class.

Black Student Union demands action from Montana State
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Jessica Brito, treasurer of the MSU Black Student Union, poses for a photo on Thursday.

Editor’s Note: This is 
the fourth installment 
in “Beyond the rallies,” a 
Chronicle series about what 
the worldwide protests over 
the treatment of people of 
color mean for Bozeman.
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