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By ALEX MILLER

Chronicle Staff Writer

PRAY — A little more than 
a week after catastrophic 
flooding ravaged communities 
in the Paradise Valley, Gov. 
Greg Gianforte had a simple 
message: Montana is open for 
business.

The governor visited the 
Chico Hot Springs Resort 
and Day Spa Thursday for a 
tour of the sprawling complex 
with the resort’s owner, Colin 
Davis. Gianforte said that he 
wanted to use the visit as an 
opportunity to point out that 
the Paradise Valley was open 
for business.

Davis said that the resort 
had lost 25% of its reservations 
last week when floods were 
ripping through the valley.

“If people want to help, 
don’t cancel your reservations,” 
Davis said.

Gianforte announced that 
the Point of Rocks Bridge 
on Highway 89 had been 
reopened an hour before his 
visit to the resort. The bridge 
was rebuilt at a rapid pace by 
Riverside Contracting.

Dean Rehbein, the vice 
president of the company, said 
that workers started repairs to 
the bridge last Tuesday. Work 
lasted from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m., 
with the only break coming 
on Sunday. By Monday 
evening this week, the bridge 
was reopened to emergency 
services.

“We knew it was important, 
and we had the ability to do it,” 
Rehbein said.

Earlier Thursday, Gianforte’s 
office announced that the 
governor had requested 
individual assistance 
from Federal Emergency 
Management Agency for 
people affected by flooding. At 
the time the request was made 
on Thursday, there had been 
one confirmed fatality from 
“an individual recreating on 
high water.”

The request indicated 
that based on preliminary 
information gathered by the 
state, there were 115 homes 
that experienced major 
damage, destruction or were 

“completely washed away.” Of 
those, 53 were in Park County, 
23 were in Carbon County 
and 39 were in Stillwater 
County.

The request included that 
Gianforte had “determined 
that this incident is of such 
severity and magnitude that 
an effective response is beyond 
the capabilities of state and 
local governments.”

Gianforte said that the 
state applied for the original 
declaration with the White 
House knowing that it 
could get the infrastructure 
assistance more quickly. Time 

was needed to collect data on 
individual property loss, and 
the request made Thursday is 
an expansion of the original 
declaration.

The request identified 
that the state has had 18 Fire 
Management Assistance 
Grants, six major disaster 
declarations and 15 state 
issued emergency declarations 
in recent years. Because of 
that, the state and counties 
have “exceeded the fiscal 
and resource capabilities” to 
provide for the “families and 
survivors of this incident.”
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By HELENA DORE

Chronicle Staff Writer

Montana officials sent a 
package of rules regulating 
recreation along the Madison 
River out for public review 
this Wednesday, kicking 
off a process that will delay 
the date when limits on 
commercial use of the river 
go into effect.

Citing concerns over 
a shortened timeline for 
reviewing the proposed 
regulations, members of the 
Montana Fish and Wildlife 
Commission voted 4 to 3 
against advancing a package 
of regulations through the 
state’s formal administrative 
rule-making process.

The same four 
commissioners — Patrick 
Tabor, Lesley Robinson, 
Brian Cebull and William 
Lane — then voted to 
send the Madison River 
recommendations out for 
public scoping, launching a 
lengthier, more open-ended 
review process.

On Wednesday, the 
commission also voted to 
extend the enforcement date 
for commercial use caps 
along the river. When the 
caps go into effect, outfitters 
will be required to limit the 
number of trips they lead 
along the Madison at 2019 or 
2020 levels.

As part of a Madison River 
Recreation Plan approved in 
2020, commissioners initially 

set the date of enforcement 
at Jan. 1, 2022. The following 
summer, they extended that 
date to Jan. 1, 2023.

At the meeting on 
Wednesday, the commission 
decided that it would adopt 
the commercial use caps 
whenever a comprehensive 
river plan and rule package 
is in place, or there is a 
mechanism for allocating 
trips to outfitters.

Members of the Madison 
River Work Group have spent 
the past year developing and 
refining the commercial 
and non-commercial use 
recommendations for the 
commission to review. They 
submitted their final proposal 
earlier this week.
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Sen. Chris Murphy, D-Ct., speaks on a 

phone with Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., on 

May 25 on Capitol Hill in Washington. 

Murphy took to the Senate floor a day 

earlier and demanded that lawmakers 

accomplish what they failed to do after 20 

children and six educators in Newtown, 

Connecticut died on Dec. 14, 2012.

By CARLY GRAF

Kaiser Health News

A bipartisan U.S. Senate agreement 
negotiated after high-profile mass 
shootings in Texas, New York, 
and Oklahoma lacks gun access 
restrictions that advocates say are 
needed to prevent such attacks. But 
the deal’s focus on mental health has 
raised hopes — and doubts — that 
it will help reduce gun suicides, 
particularly in rural Western states 
with wide-open gun laws.

Montana, Wyoming, Alaska, 
and Idaho perennially rank highest 
among states in gun 
suicide rates. And 
despite research that 
concludes stringent 
firearm safety laws 
help curb gun 
violence, lawmakers in 
those states have long 
rejected restrictions 
that experts say would 
reverse those decades-long trends.

Conservatives in Congress, 
mirroring their counterparts in those 
Republican-led states, are resisting 
sweeping policies that would restrict 
access to guns, such as raising 
the minimum age for purchasing 
AR-15-style rifles to 21. Proposals 
to change age limits emerged after 
guns of that type were used recently 
in an elementary school shooting 
in Uvalde, Texas; a grocery store 
shooting in Buffalo, New York; and a 
hospital shooting in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

Senate 
deal raises 
hopes for 
gun suicide 
reduction
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Open for business
Gianforte touts tourism in Paradise Valley, requests aid from FEMA
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ABOVE: Colin Davis, owner of Chico Hot Springs Resort and Day Spa, and Gov. Greg Gianforte discuss 

tourism opportunities in Chico Saloon on Thursday in Paradise Valley. BELOW: The Yellowstone River 

flows through Gardiner on June 15.
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Fish and Wildlife Commission pursues further review of Madison River use

RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

The Madison River flows alongside Highway 287 near Ennis on May 4.More MADISON  |  A8


