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WASHINGTON (AP) 
— The U.S. House pressed 
forward Tuesday toward 
impeaching President Donald 
Trump for the deadly Capitol 
attack, taking time only to try 
to persuade his vice president 
to push him out first. 
Trump showed no 
remorse, blaming 
impeachment itself 
for the “tremendous 
anger” in America.

Already scheduled 
to leave office 
next week, Trump is on 
the verge of becoming the 
only president in history 
to be twice impeached. His 
incendiary rhetoric at a rally 
ahead of the Capitol uprising 
is now in the impeachment 
charge against him, even 
as the falsehoods he spread 

about election fraud are still 
being championed by some 
Republicans.

Three Republicans, 
however, including third-
ranking House GOP leader 
Liz Cheney of Wyoming, 

announced they 
would vote to 
impeach Trump, 
cleaving the party’s 
leadership.

“The President 
of the United States 
summoned this mob, 

assembled the mob, and lit 
the flame of this attack,” said 
Cheney in a statement. “There 
has never been a greater 
betrayal by a President of the 
United States of his office and 
his oath to the Constitution.” 

By LIZ WEBER

Chronicle Staff Writer

T
he Bozeman 
middle and 
high schools 

are scheduled to 
expand their in-person 
learning days amid the 
coronavirus pandemic 
and as Montana State 
University students 
return to town.

The middle schools will join 
the elementary schools in five 
days of in-person instruction 
on Feb. 2, while the high 
schools will move to four days 
of in-person learning on Jan. 
27.

The school board voted 
Monday after a lengthy 
discussion and one failed 
motion to move the district’s 
middle and high schools 
to more days of in-person 
instruction.

“Making recommendations 
on instruction models is not 
one we take lightly,” said Co-
Superintendent Casey Bertram.

The motion passed by the 
board says the transition for 
high schools will be revisited 
at the Jan. 25 board meeting, 
allowing trustees to look 

at two weeks of additional 
COVID-19 data. The middle 
school transition could also be 
revisited during that meeting if 
the metrics warrant a more or 
less restrictive learning model.

During the virtual 
meeting, co-superintendents 
Bertram and Marilyn King 
recommended the high schools 
remain in the blended model 
until trends in the COVID-19 
matrix sparked a discussion for 
a more or less restrictive model.

In a presentation to the 
board, Bertram said one of the 
reasons for recommending 

the high school remain at two 
days of in-person learning 
was because transmission 
rates at the high schools 
were consistently elevated 
above transmission rates for 
elementary and middle schools.

There are also clusters 
of transmission at the high 
schools related to activities 
and the winter school activities 
were already underway, 
Bertram said. Moving into 
a less restrictive model 
of learning also did not 
allow social distancing. He 
acknowledged that the start of 

the second semester, Jan. 27, 
would be an ideal transition 
date but it was not the only one.

“We would like to see 
a couple more weeks of 
data before making a 
recommendation,” Bertram 
said, adding it would be 
important to see how the 
return of Montana State 
University students affects the 
community and internal school 
data.

Bertram said if the high 
school’s trend remained 
steady, it was likely the 
administrators would make a 
recommendation at the Jan. 25 
board meeting to transition to a 
less restrictive learning model.

But a motion to adopt 
the administration’s 
recommendation failed. 
Trustees Andy Willett, Greg 
Neil, Kevin Black, Gary Lusin 
and Wendy Tage voted against 
it.

The trustees opposed had 
concerns that waiting to decide 
on a transition to four days of 
in-person learning until the 
next board meeting would 
delay the transition until two 
weeks after that meeting. They 
argued voting to prepare for a 
Jan. 27 transition, the start of 
the high schools’ next semester, 
would still allow the board 
to review its decision in light 
of more data at the Jan. 25 
meeting.

By TOM KUGLIN

Lee Newspapers

The Legislature should play a 
larger role in decision-making during 
extended emergencies or disasters 
such as the COVID-19 pandemic, a 
Hamilton Republican argued while 
bringing a bill to limit the power of the 
governor.

Rep. David Bedey brought House 
Bill 122 before the House State Ad-
ministration Committee on Tuesday 
morning. The bill would limit a 
governor-declared 
state of emergency 
to 30 days and 
prohibit a gover-
nor from issuing 
an additional state 
of emergency for 
the same crisis. A 
presidential state 
of emergency 
declaration would 
be eliminated as a 
reason to extend a 
state of emergency 
beyond 30 days.

The bill also 
sets up an expe-
dited process for 
calling a special 
legislative session 
where lawmak-
ers could limit emergency powers and 
decide whether to extend a disaster 
declaration beyond 60 days. 

The bill comes during a state of 
emergency declared last March by for-
mer Democratic Gov. Steve Bullock in 
response to the pandemic. Republican 
Gov. Greg Gianforte has not rescinded 
the declaration and said during a 
recent press conference that he would 
end the state’s mask mandate once 
vaccine distribution becomes more 
widespread and the Legislature passes 
liability protections for businesses and 
nonprofits.

House races to oust Trump; he blames accusers for ‘anger’

AP

President Donald Trump tours a section of the U.S.-Mexico border wall 

under construction Tuesday afternoon in Alamo, Texas.
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By HELENA DORE

Chronicle Staff Writer

Federal officials on Monday 
proposed revisions to consultation 
rules under the Endangered Species 
Act that could streamline the process 
for approving timber projects on 
critical habitat.

If enacted, the revisions 
would allow the Bureau of Land 
Management and U.S. Forest Service 
to circumvent consultation with U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service officials 
over land management plans when 
new species are listed as threatened.

Land management plans are 
broad documents that guide agency 
decisions on public lands. The plans 
don’t authorize specific projects like 
timber sales, though such projects 
must be consistent with the plans’ 
standards.

The Endangered Species 
Act mandates that when “new 
information” arises indicating a 
land management plan’s direction 
might jeopardize a protected species, 
agencies are required to consult 
with the Fish and Wildlife Service. 
Monday’s proposed revision from 
the service and the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration’s 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
would remove this requirement.

Bill would 
limit gov’s 
power in 
emergency

STATE LEGISLATURE

The bill 
comes 
during a 
state of 
emergency 
declared 
last March 
by former 
Democratic 
Gov. Steve 
Bullock in 
response 
to the 
pandemic.
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PHOTOS BY RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

TOP: Sacajawea Middle School students return to the building after 

cross-country skiing during their health enhancement class 

Wednesday. ABOVE: A student skis on a track behind the school.
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Inching toward normal

■ School board votes 
to boost in-person days 
at middle, high schools

Feds propose 
ESA rule changes 
to speed projects
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